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I have worked for the last 15 years to expand and enhance the Diablo wilderness by
spending a lot of time in meeting rooms, on swivel chairs and looking at electronic screens.
Save Mount Diablo has amazing supporters, is strong and successful and the board of
directors is actively engaged. So, the time has come for me to hand it off to the next
generation. At the end of this year, I will retire after safely passing the iPhone/baton to a
new Executive Director. I look forward to spending lots of time in the great outdoors that
we all have worked so hard to protect. I will enjoy nature up close, wind in my hair, hiking
the trail, fishing and camping with my grandkids.
Your support over the years has made it possible for us to do this work. Your continued
support will ensure that Save Mount Diablo remains strong and will succeed along with our
partners in creating a national park-sized wilderness right
here in our backyard for us and for wildlife…making
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with nature and grow up to become a renowned botanist,
activist and steward of the land. Thank you!
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We strive to protect the landscape that Mary studied back then for all those who want
to study and enjoy it now. We encourage scientists through our small grant program, we
encourage trail runners and hikers through our events to use this incredible resource. But
we especially want to encourage young families and kids to come out and explore. Because
the children of today will be the scientists and stewards of these lands tomorrow.
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Mary developed a love for nature early on. Her kindergarten teacher sent a note home
remarking that she was especially interested in natural history. At fifteen, she thought about
becoming a landscape gardener. She spent many years tromping about Mount Diablo,
studying botany and earning a PhD from UC Berkeley. Becoming a famous local botanist,
Dr. Mary Bowerman co-founded Save Mount Diablo and spent the last several decades of
her life actively protecting land from development.
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Executive Director

You probably have fond memories playing outside when you were young. Despite being
wireless, today’s modern world draws kids inside with electronic screens. They may see a
YouTube video of dried cracked soil. But do they understand what the drought means?
Will any of them care about finding out if they haven’t been in lush green grass meadows
speckled with wild flowers? How will they know the joy of seeing a new plant or bug – let
alone want to study the natural sciences if they haven’t experienced the great outdoors?

l re

Staff

Dear Friend of the Mountain,

Ro n w i l

Board of Directors
Scott Hein, President
Burt Bassler, Treasurer
Amara Morrison, Secretary
Heath Bartosh
Joe Canciamilla
John Gallagher
Claudia Hein
Gary Johnson
Frank Martens
Sue Ohanian
Marty Reed
Malcolm Sproul

Proud Member of

1

Save Mount Diablo

lo

.

...w

i th

S a ve M o u n t D i

ab

Ron Brown,
Executive Director

Scott Hein

Volcanic Dome Restoration
Mount Diablo’s Unusual Feature Gets Back to Its Roots
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THERE ARE SKELETONS ATOP A DOME in
impacted the population of Contra Costa Manzanita and
Diablo’s eastern foothills. Skeletons of Contra Costa
left few individuals in a compromised state. Alterations
manzanita, a towering chaparral shrub displaying
in water also contributed to the fate of the
rich burgundy bark, deep green leaves, and
standing manzanitas.
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We acquired the property in 2012
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some of the rarest plant species
and deemed it “Marsh Creek 6.”
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Our volunteer task force
nt
species is rare in California
demolished the structures and
and specifically adapted
we initiated a restoration
to the volcanic geology
project to rehabilitate the
anchoring its root system.
manzanita population,
Manzanitas are longreplacing skeletons with
lived perennial plants;
seedlings that will one day
they grow, flower, and
resemble the 10-15 foot
set seed year after year.
mature individuals that
One must wonder why
once graced the dome.
these skeletons mark
We expect to see plants
the dome and what
growing back in the
happened to the stand
residential footprint and
that once supported
a return of the sensitive
sensitive reptiles, nesting
species and wildlife that
birds and other wildlife.
once utilized the manzanitas,
Disturbance is the answer,
including the federally listed
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human disturbance.
Alameda whipsnake.
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In the 1980’s, a large custom
Mar s
c
h Creek 6 volcani
house, deck, and outbuildings were
constructed on this volcanic dome, one
Illustration
of a series of mini volcanoes jutting out of
by Elena Loke
the Marsh Creek riparian corridor. A property rich
in natural resources and blanketed in native vegetation,
this unusual geologic feature was scalped for residential
development. Clearing plants for construction heavily

RecycleSmart

t

You can lend a hand and see this
project in action! Diablo Restoration
Team workdays are the first Saturday
of the month – see website
for more details.

By Jim Cartan, our
Land Conservation Associate.

“I was very impressed to see that all Save Mount Diablo projects not only include bringing land back to its original
look that nature created, but equally important is the recycling focus you give when removing buildings/structures
and bringing the land back to its natural state. The RecycleSmart goal is to recycle materials rather than landfill
these items. Save Mount Diablo clearly has the same goal and respect for the environment as we do and I am proud
that RecycleSmart is a partner with Save Mount Diablo in the recycling goal. In the removal of structures on your
properties, you achieved an 86% recycling rate of materials not going to the landfill; this is a real success and a
blueprint for other projects to follow. Thank you for your efforts in environmental stewardship and to success in
helping the RecycleSmart communities achieve our recycling goals.”
—Ken Etherington, Executive Director at RecycleSmart
Preserve Defend Restore Enjoy
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Discovery
George Phillips

Phoenixes on Mount Diablo

Your Support Allows Discovery to Rise
from the Ashes of the Morgan Fire

IT OCCURS TO ME THERE IS A
REASON THAT THE FABLED
PHOENIX ARISES FROM THE
ASHES ANEW. The mythology
could very well have been created
from the amazing fire-adapted and
fire-following species that leap forth
from the opportunity left by what may
seem like a tragedy. We are finding
that many things are rising from the
ashes of Mount Diablo’s 3,000 acre
Morgan Fire. Through our Mary
Bowerman Science and Research
Program, our Board Member and local
botanist Heath Bartosh has teamed
up with his colleague Brian Peterson
to study the fire’s effects and nature’s
3
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response. Their research is aimed at
better understanding the effects of the
fire on plants in order to help steward
natural lands and prioritize areas
for preservation.
Their major finding after the first year
of sampling in the fire’s footprint is,
“chaparral is an amazingly diverse
ecosystem and is frankly totally
awesome!” Not only has their research
shown that annual native plants have,
for the short term, replaced nearly all
of the chaparral study sites but weeds
were practically non-existent and the
chaparral sites had the highest amounts
of fire-follower flower sightings.

Keir Morse

The Kellogg’s Snapdragon, found during the 2014 BioBlitz, hadn’t been seen on the mountain for 80 years.

Fire followers require an element of
fire such as heat, smoke or chemical
nutrients from the fire in order to
germinate. Fire following plants
evolved to set their seeds when there
are fewer competitors for things like
light and water. They are filling a niche
in the ecosystem and the window for
the opportunity can be relatively quick
since other more common plants will
begin to grow back. That means many
of these plants can only be found for
about one to three years after a fire
and then won’t be seen again until
the next one which is often several
decades later. That’s why last year we

saw some species we hadn’t seen in 40
years, like fire poppy, or even 80 years,
like Kellogg’s snapdragon.
The idea that something could be a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity definitely
makes it more exciting. Heath talked
to many folks while out studying
the mountain last year who don’t
typically visit and aren’t normally plant
enthusiasts. They didn’t want to miss
this chance to see some of the fleeting
beauty the mountain has to offer. But
what really brought it home for Heath,
and certainly me when he told me
the story, was when he talked to his
10-year-old son. “I told my son about
seeing the fire poppy, how it hadn’t
been seen in 40 years and if it’s another
40 before we see it again I might not be
able to hike with him to see it – I might
be too old!!! It was a tough hike but
we were determined to see it together.
He and I shared a moment together on
the mountain in the company of the

fire poppy and I’ll even bet Mary was
smiling on us too.”
The science program was named for
our co-founder Dr. Mary Bowerman,
a botanist who literally wrote the book
on Mount Diablo’s plants. In 1930,
Mary realized the connectivity among
plants and that in order to protect
even just one type of plant we needed
to protect Mount Diablo’s entire
ecosystem. Many of the other plants
in that system aren’t fire followers but
are fire adapted to regrow quickly from
a more fire retardant burl at the base
of the plant. These woody shrubs and
trees like chamise, blue elderberry and
bay laurels are able to use this “stump
sprouting” as a boost back to recovery.
This is why so many trees along our
ridges have multiple trunks—they’re
stump sprouters.
Many rare plants seem to be enjoying
the advantages of the fire as well. The

We look forward to growing our
understanding of Mount Diablo’s
ecosystem over the next several
years of research and applying what
we learn to prioritizing our work
to protect Diablo’s resources. But
until then we invite you to enjoy this
year’s fleeting beauty and begin to say
farewell, until next time…which may
be a lifetime.

By Beryl Anderson,
our Communications
Manager.

Check out our hike
calendar for great
opportunities this spring!

Scott Hein

Mount Diablo’s wildflowers flourish after the Morgan Fire. With your support we’re studying
the mountain’s recovery and learning about how to better steward our natural lands.

Mount Diablo jewel flower is a rare
flower that can only be found on
Mount Diablo, and it was surprising
to not just find it regularly in the burn
areas but also in giant sizes courtesy
of the post-fire nutrient rich soil.

Preserve Defend Restore Enjoy
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Caring for Curry
Our Largest Property is Getting the Attention it Needs
THE HIGHLIGHT OF MY WEEK
is the clockwise drive around the base
of Mount Diablo leading to our biggest
property, 1,080 acre Curry Canyon
Ranch. Time seems to slow down and
the distraction of status updates and
tweets dissipate as I cruise through
Clayton and transition from highway to
roadway to driveway and eventually dirt
road. I roll the windows down, turn
the radio off and reach back to grab
my binoculars because I never know
what will welcome me to the Ranch. To
date, my biggest surprises have been a
majestic golden eagle perched on a white
leafless sycamore lining Curry Creek,
and an inquisitive bobcat that felt the
need to roll on the grass and yawn at me
for several minutes.
Roughly the size of Emeryville, Curry
Canyon Ranch has the intangible quality
of drawing you in and connecting you
with the land. My favorite things to

5
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do on the Ranch are to walk along
Curry Creek’s crystal clear waters as
they ripple over blue hued gravels
and to explore giant sandstone rock
formations in search of wildlife tracks.
The property is rugged and remote
which makes it challenging for us to
manage. Fortunately, we have a group
of six volunteer stewards who monitor
the property by vehicle, foot, bike and
horseback. Now, almost two years after
acquiring the property, it’s inspiring to
reflect back on how our team has been
able to enhance the Ranch.
Volunteers are our eyes and ears and
they truly give us their blood, sweat
and tears. This all-star cast has spent
nearly 1,000 hours on various projects
at the Ranch most notably removing
enough debris and metal to cover an
entire basketball court three feet deep.
Never discouraged, we capitalized on
the dry weather pattern by scheduling a

dozen major volunteer-powered cleanup
workdays to make the property safer for
cattle and wildlife. Getting cattle back
on the property was critical because they
control the growth of non-native grasses
and reduce fire danger particularly
during these bone-dry times.
This record drought put many
constraints on how we could manage
the property. Ponds dried before our
eyes and springs ran at a trickle. So
we created a drought contingency plan
which included repairing rusting water
pipes and cleaning silt from springs
and ponds. The main source of water
on the property came from a spring
over a mile away through pipes that
had been damaged during the Morgan
Fire. Working on the system was like a
game of whack-a-mole, as soon as one
area was patched another would spring
a leak. The drought was actually our
saving grace because we could find leaks

Because of You
by spotting rare patches of green grass. The
water system is all fixed…for the time being.
Victor, our cattle grazer, improved an old
spring box, which captures, filters and
directs water to a water trough where
wildlife can safely drink. A pond that I
hadn’t seen less than half full in five years
went dry last year which made it possible to
clean out decades of accumulated silt. I was
like a kid playing in a sand box as we peeled
the layers of leaf litter and sediment back
until we reached the massively thick layer of
blue play-doh like clay that forms the watertight seal at the bottom of the pond. The
last rains were able to fill the pond.
Invasive weeds on the property make it more
difficult for native plants and animals to live
and reproduce, so our team targeted a trio
of nasty invaders and began using different
methods to reduce their numbers. Weeds
aren’t the only intruders on the property;
I regularly see feral pigs using their tusks

to till through the soil, devastating the
landscape in search of acorns, bulbs and
grubs. In response, volunteers have installed
pig fencing around sensitive areas and
reduced the amount of standing water—a
favorite grub hang out—by cleaning gutters,
drains and culverts to funnel water away
from roads and structures.
Managing Curry Canyon Ranch has been
no small order but our community of
volunteers, neighbors and partners have us
moving in the right direction. On a chilly
January morning, I saw eleven golden eagles
soaring above the Ranch in less than two
hours. Our team is honored to have the
privilege and responsibility of caring for this
remarkable place.

By George Phillips,
our Land Conservation
Manager.

Bigger than Emeryville, Curry Canyon Ranch is packed with resources like sandstone cliffs, Curry Creek, and plenty of room for wildlife
like this bobcat. It takes a lot of care but generous volunteer stewards and donors like you are helping to keep it wild.

All photos on this spread taken by Scott Hein.
Preserve Defend Restore Enjoy
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Why the Morgan Fire Doesn’t Bug Us:
Mount Diablo’s Unsung Heroes
THEY ARE OUR UNSUNG AND OFTEN UNSEEN
HEROES. Pretty low on the food chain and hated by
most of us, they toil night and day in near silence, the
workhorses of Mount Diablo. That’s right. I’m talking
bugs. They aerate and fertilize our soil, pollinate our
plants and feed our beloved birds. All without so much
as a nod of appreciation—even from a safe distance.

been 15 records of species that have never been reported
in the county let alone on Mount Diablo.
Excited emails from Kip keep rolling in with news about
the latest specimen they’ve found, setting a new record
for Contra Costa County. One of these was a Sphinx
moth that feeds on manzanita and may be the largest
insect on the mountain.

They also happen to make up a huge portion of all
“We debated about whether this or the
known species with insects at 54% and arthropods—
beetle Prionus californicus should hold
including all insects, spiders, crustaceans—63%. That’s
the size title (and I suggested that an epic
antennae and shoulders above pretty much everything
battle between the
else. We mammals make
Before the Bowerman Science and Research Program, not much was known
two would make
up a mere 0.29%. And
about Mount Diablo’s bugs. Now, thanks to your support, a newly recorded
species on Diablo is now a contender for the largest insect on the mountain.
a great Japanese
experts agree that most
monster movie).
undiscovered species
Prionus has the
are also likely bugs—an
weight advantage,
estimated five million or
but in overall size
more.
In fact, I’ve recently
learned from Kip Will,
an entomologist at the
Essig Museum and one of
our grant recipients, that
we know startlingly little
about the insects right
in our backyard. I was
shocked to hear that next
to no research had been
done with Mount Diablo’s
bugs in this day and age,
especially when it’s near
so many universities.
Kip explained that the
studies they have been
conducting through our
Mary Bowerman Science
and Research Program are
finally starting to set the
baseline data. There have
7
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the sphinx moth
is bigger.”

Illustration by Michael McClean. Poster design by Michele Johnson.

Some may be brand new
to science altogether,
like the Darkling beetle
that was just confirmed
as a new species. Kip
tells me that although it
may have been seen by
entomologists for a long
time, it looked very similar
to the mealworms that you
might see at the pet store.
It wasn’t until there was
the right specimen material
to examine that it was
confirmed as a new species
altogether. That collection
took place on our Irish
Canyon property during
one of our annual BioBlitz

Caterpillar, white lined sphinx moth, by Heath Bartosh
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events where experts identify as many species as they can
of Mount Diablo’s Perkins Canyon was that the beetles
in an area within 24 hours.
were found in greater numbers in the burned areas
r g e s t in s e c t o n M o un
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regardless of the type of habitat. There were
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When faced with the question
also more species of beetles found in burn
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ou areas compared to unburned areas. Of
cl e
of how to assess the
e
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th
mountain’s recovery
course, the seasons will most likely
after the Morgan Fire,
play a part as well and the next
Kip’s undergraduate
few years of data will be critical
student Alyssa
in better understanding Mount
Zhang chose
Diablo’s fire adaptation.
beetles—an
arthropod—
Because these small
since the
creatures make up such
research
a large portion of living
subjects would
things in the world and
be easier to
on our properties, it’s
find thanks to
important to understand
their abundance
their role as well as how our
and diversity.
land management decisions
Some species
affect them. When planning
in our area are
fuel management like grazing,
t
particularly suited
mowing and spraying, the effects
et
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to fire and even
on
plants, animals and insects
na
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require it as part of their
should be taken into consideration
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reproductive process like
since
they all rely on one another in
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knobcone pines, fire beetles
many ways. This is really our first chance
and fire poppies. Known as “fire
to truly study how the mountain recovers from
followers,” they require an element that the
fire but when it comes to bugs, what we know is that we
fire provides such as heat, smoke or the extra sunlight or
don’t know much yet. The Mary Bowerman Science and
nutrients left behind when the other plants burned. The
Research Program grants will be very helpful in learning
Ground and Darkling beetles that Alyssa has selected
how to best protect the Diablo wilderness.
to study aren’t deemed fire followers but interestingly
enough seem to be thriving in areas burned by the
So, the next time you’re on the mountain, consider
Morgan Fire.
slowing down to appreciate the hard work of our least
conspicuous friends. You may see caterpillars, webs or
Some beetles, of course, immediately died off from the
insects pollinating rare plants in new growth in the burn
blaze but then many rebounded thanks to resources
areas of the Morgan Fire—laboring away, bringing the
provided by the flames, including rare plants and fallen
mountain back to life.
By Beryl Anderson
tree branches (read more about fire-following plants
on page 2-3). What Alyssa found from comparing her
beetle trap locations in both burned and unburned areas
Preserve Defend Restore Enjoy
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Devilish Details About Mount Diablo
How You’re Helping to Get Kids Outside

Paul Salemme
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remembering their location in the line up? We created our
OK, IT CAN’T BE FOUND IN MEDICAL BOOKS,
own Mountain Memory game with native plants and animals
yet but Nature Deficit Disorder doesn’t sound terribly
on the face of the cards complete with key facts about each
far-fetched to me. The toddler with the tablet and the
species. Young kids have enjoyed playing the game with us
pre-preteen texting are becoming more and more
k
s
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h
at events and then get to take their own set home
T
common sights. The lure of “screen
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time,” the amount of time spent
lpin thanks to a grant from The S.L. Gimbel
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in front of digital screens from
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We wanted to be able to reach out
laptops and flat screen
to all youth around the mountain
T.V.s, is just one of the
too not just the ones already
culprits that can lead
visiting the mountain. And
children to spend
what better way than to
less and less
put a little of the next
time outdoors.
generation’s digital affinity
to use in getting them
Some experts
outside? The popularity
worry that lack
of cell phones, which
of time outdoors
all come standard with
will exacerbate
sophisticated cameras
health concerns
these days, has made
that are already
photography extremely
plaguing children
popular and accessible for
including obesity,
a lot of school age kids. So,
diabetes, attention
when Hank Perry at Empire
disorders and more.
Realty Associates suggested
What we do know
the idea of sponsoring a
is that children who
Save Mount Diablo Scholastic
don’t have experiences
Photo Contest, we knew this was
in nature likely won’t grow
.
the perfect opportunity. This year
up to want to protect it. We
... a n
ad
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d fin
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will
be our third contest with students,
asked ourselves, “If kids don’t
s
r
d a co n
n e c tio n o u tdo o
know how special Mount Diablo is,
kindergarten
why would they want to protect it?” We want
through 12th grade,
to invite youth to connect with the Diablo wilderness in a
from all around the
ways that’s meaningful for them rather than us just telling
mountain to show us
them why they should care.
why the wilderness is
important to them.
With the help of our Hike & Thrive partner Kaiser
Many of them are
Permanente, we guide a free family hike each month that’s
adventuring in Diablo’s
open to the public. But we also needed ways for kids to
parks for the first time.
keep their experience with them even after they leave the
Explore the Wilderness
It’s been amazing to
mountain. Over the last two years, we’ve started creating a
in your Backyard
few fun ways for different age groups to stay connected with see how the contest
has both connected
their backyard wilderness.
students with their local
Devilish Details
parks and with Save
Do you remember the game “Memory” where you need
about Mount Diablo
Mount Diablo. But
to find a matching pair of face down game pieces by
e
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we couldn’t stop there. There are far too many cool stories
about the mountain that we want to share.
We’ve created a magazine for preteens, Devilish Details
About Mount Diablo. It’s adapted from our Speak of the Devil
publication that we worked on with Bay Nature. Speak of the
Devil is packed with history and scientific facts surrounding
Mount Diablo and we wanted to take that concept and
make it fun and interesting for kids. The result is pretty
exciting, including ways to explore your backyard wilderness
like observing wildlife, the importance of native plants,
demystifying the mountain’s unique geology, key places
to visit and how this next generation can help to save the
mountain. Most important of all, it answers the popular
question, “What does the fox say?” (Cue up the music
please! If the song isn’t instantly playing in your head you
can check out the music video phenomenon online.) The fox
says “Save Mount Diablo” by the way. It was a fun way to
help illustrate the need to protect habitat for wildlife through

the different species of foxes that can be found in the area;
the threatened San Joaquin kit fox, native grey fox, and
larger non-native red fox. And these are just some of Mount
Diablo’s more than 900 species that need food, shelter and
water, all of which require protected natural lands.
We’ll be taking the Devilish Details About Mount Diablo
magazines, thanks to The S.L. Gimbel Foundation, with
us on our monthly family hikes and to our events. Let us
know if you or someone you know would like one. These are
just some of the ways that we are reaching out to the next
generation to ensure that your support to create a national
park-sized wilderness right here in the East Bay will continue
to be enjoyed by future generations.
By Beryl Anderson

You can download it for free at:
SaveMountDiablo.org/news_devilishdetails.html

California re

MOUNT DIABLO, measuring 3,849 feet above sea
level, can be seen from many places in the Bay Area.
When looking at the mountain from far away, it is
hard to see that it is home to over 900 different kinds
of living things. One of the best ways to observe the
wildlife that lives on Mount Diablo is to visit one of the
many hiking trails in the area.
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Nearly 600 of you made this the most successful celebration yet with
great food, great music and your generous support!
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Mount Diablo Challenge 2014

650 cyclists climbed 2,349 feet up the mountain in just 11.2 miles to help
protect the Diablo wilderness.

Trail Adventure 2014

Almost 1,000 runners and hikers explored the Diablo wilderness and
learned more about why this amazing place should be preserved.
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On the Eastern Front

You’reDome
Defending Wilderness
All AroundProject
the Mountain
Volcanic
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Stephen Joseph

WE’RE RESPONDING TO SIX
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
around Pittsburg, Antioch and
Brentwood in East County.
With your support, we’re helping
East County residents to make
their voices heard in how their
communities develop.
We pushed the developer,
Seeno, to disclose the impact
his Montreux subdivision would
have on plants and wildlife, at
the north end of Kirker Pass in
Pittsburg. The project still calls
for cutting down rolling hills in
order to build 360 cookie-cutter
houses south of Pittsburg, totally
conflicting with Pittsburg’s own
General Plan, its constitution
for development.
Pittsburg might also approve
the James Donlon Boulevard
Extension. The city is interested
in congestion relief but the road
would actually attract more
traffic to Kirker Pass. It would
cut across six creeks, scar the
beautiful hills south of Pittsburg
with more than two million
cubic yards of grading, threaten
rare wildlife, and likely end
the ranching livelihood of the
Thomas family, all for 1.7 miles
of road. Not to mention a price
tag of more than $50 million. I
walked this area myself, and to
destroy such a stunning landscape
would be a tragedy.
Another Seeno project in
Pittsburg, called Faria, would
annex more than 600 acres of
ridgeline to develop over 1,000

houses overlooking Concord.
Just on the other side of the Los
Medanos ridgeline, Concord is
creating a huge new regional park.
How the Faria project is handled
could potentially buffer and
expand the park so that people
in Pittsburg and East County can
easily access the park too. Or it
could damage views in both
directions with ridgeline grading.
We will continue to work to

impacts. Now Seeno has come
back with a plan for 17 houses
and much less grading. We still
need details, but it seems to be a
step in the right direction.
With your support, we can
start to engage with city staff
before a project is proposed and
work collaboratively to protect
our natural lands and wildlife.
We are excited to encourage

Your support allows us to work with communities to help protect their natural land.
Development proposals are ramping up on the “morning side” of the mountain.

protect both sides of the ridgeline
so that both people and wildlife
can enjoy it. Last year in Antioch,
we helped defeat a Seeno plan
called The Pointe to bulldoze an
entire hill that was supposed to
be dedicated as open space, so
they could build 60 more houses.
I worked with the neighborhood
on this and the local residents
are passionate about defending
their community from unwanted

the grassroots efforts of East
County residents who want smart
development, not sprawl that
will have them suffering through
more traffic. You can help by
donating, volunteering or coming
to meetings
with us.

By Juan Pablo
Galvan, our
Land Use Planner.
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Leaving My Legacy
How Marty and His Family
Plan to Protect Diablo

Scott Hein

Estate planning is not always as complicated as it seems. In fact, some
people may overlook one of the simplest ways to make a contribution to
Save Mount Diablo: a bequest through a retirement plan. Designating
Save Mount Diablo as a beneficiary of your IRA, while leaving other
assets to your heirs, can help you give to them and leave a legacy.
Diablo Legacy Circle Member Marty Reed:
Twenty years ago my wife and I moved across country,
settling on the foothills of Mount Diablo. We were
immediately drawn not only by the spectacular views the
mountain offered, but also by the adventure to be found.
We’ve now explored just about every square inch of the
mountain…but every hike brings something new,
something exciting.

stewards over the past 40 years, we could think of no one
better to ensure the mountain remained free and open for
our children and what will hopefully be their children.
We’ve named Save Mount Diablo in our estate plan and
would encourage others to do so as well. It was a simple
process and gives us peace of mind knowing that our values
will be carried forward.
The Reeds feel the mountain is central to their entire family. They plan to
protect it by leaving a legacy for future generations through their estate plan.
The Reed Family

Today, thanks to our three young children, we see the
mountain through fresh eyes. From catching frogs in
Shell Ridge to finding evidence of the Volvons in Morgan
Territory to scaring my wife as the kids scramble around
Rock City – the mountain has become central to our
entire family.
So when it came time to plan for our family’s future,
we wanted to make sure not only that our children were
protected financially, but also that the mountain that has
been such a presence in our lives be protected. As amazing

Diablo Legacy Circle
We invite you to become a member of the Diablo Legacy
Circle, created exclusively to honor and recognize people
who have helped to continue our land preservation work
through a gift to Save Mount Diablo in their wills, trusts,
charitable gift annuity or estate plans.

SaveMountDiablo.org | 925.947.3535
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Save Mount Diablo

Legacy Giving
Tributes

Michele Johnson

In Honor of
Seth Adams & Aaron Chabot
Cary Stevens & Allen Green
Sandy Biagi
David Ogden
Ronald Brown
Stuart & Barbara McCullough
Marcy Dubow
Jessica Dubow
Ginny Fereira
Ann H. Jackson
For our animals and for the wild
ones who live on the mountain.
Doug Lacey &
Cindy Silvani-Lacey
Caroly Fulcher
Ursula Kaprielian
Sue & Phil Grover
Tim Rich
Happy 50th Birthday and 25th
Anniversary!
Suzy Kisch & Todd Hancock
Phillip Harvey
Elizabeth Harvey
Corinne Hawkins & Bradford Kelly
Douglas V. Kelly
Scott & Claudia Hein
Darlene Hecomovich
Michael & Jane Larkin
Susan Tanner
Wm. Marlow (Hawkeye) Hicks,
Pearl Harbor Survivor
Mary P. Hicks
William Jackson
Erica Jackson
Fonda Karelitz
Sandra Friedland
Gladys Laston
Beth Ploesch
Lexanne Ravarino
Anonymous
Elizabeth Lindner
Susan & Dominick Mezzapelle
Sherry McKay
Amanda McKay
Mount Diablo Challenge
2014 winners
CA Technologies
Amara Morrison
Bill & Nancy Scott
Cooper Ogden
Tyler & Beryl Anderson
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Nick Orum
Robin F. Mayer
Pearl Harbor Survivors
Mary P. Hicks
John Potocki
Kathleen S. Korpell
Ronald Smith
The Ravitz Family
Betts Sanderson
Kimberly A. Tarman

John Sandusky & Joan Rodda
Jory Sandusky
Christine Schmidt
Patricia Farrell
Santiago Farias & Blake Seely
Fred & Christine Seely
Mildred Snelson
David & Karen Snelson
The Soule Family
Jane Collett
Stephen Tanner
Stephen & Jane Tanner
David Theis
Jacqueline & Paul Royce
Jeanne Thomas
Gail Sexton &
Sonja Christopher
Tilly the Western pond turtle
Anonymous
Franklin Varenchik
Geoffrey D. Kimball
Laura Vonnegut
Lisa L. Sernett
Stephen Yee
Ron & Rebecca Yee

Lisa De Voe Erwin
Anonymous
Ted Dow
Patricia N. Thunen
Scott Dowd
Tedd J. Dowd
Jane A. Dubitzky
Roger Epperson
Richard S. Davis &
Sandra Jones
Primo Facchini
Connie Forslind
Michele Lasagna
Anna Louise Ferri
Lawrence E. Ferri
William Fortner
Patricia Draper
Jean P. Hauser
Barbara Hauser
Thorne & Virginia Holmes
Carolyn H. Payne
Vic & Nel Ives
Anonymous
Jon Jardine
Evelyn Hollidge

In Memory of
Perry Adams
Joan Cole
Linda M. Andersson
Bruce Fogel
Brendon Armstrong
Carol & Brad Hoy
Paul Baxter
Carol Baxter
James Brunell
Barbara Brunell
Dr. Gene Coburn
Anonymous
Joan Bodenman
Bob & Elodia Dixon
Marvin & Ruth Epstein
Judith & Ross Fisher
Norma Friend
Leslie A. Hudson
Susan Pollard
Carl June
Mary June
Joan C. Morris
Betty J. Kendall
Jean E. Portello
Barbara Kendall
Fremont S. Roper
Sumiko Kurihara
Marje & Stephan
Conrad & Shirley Diethelm
Schuetze-Coburn
Gordon Langlois
Anna Weston Sekera
Richard G. Langlois
Gordon & Doreen Topham
Samantha Lewis
Julienne Weston
Marc & Patti Lewis
Bob Coccodrilli
William Barber & Chloe Laube William Lewis
Scott Lewis
Al & Lois Coggins
Betty Litten
Edward & Marilyn Caires
Nancy Siegel
DASH
Margaret “Peggy” Mahler
Sandra & Richard
Barbara Mahler
Van Iderstein
Jan March
William March

Jack Matkin
Jennifer Matkin
William “Bill” McNutt
Aileen B. McNutt
Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez
Vi Myers
Barbara Sickenberger
Dan Reid
Cavett Robert
Lewis & Marian Reynolds
Susan E. Reynolds
Mardy Robinson
Martha H. Breed
Doris Rodriquez
Barbara Sacks
Gary Rogers
May & Larry Ball
Ann Ryan and Gus Haro
Joe & Susan Ryan
Howard Thomas
Judy Canright
Helen Tousignant
Mary L. Brown
Dottie Valladao
Margarita & Ralph Cross
Steve & Robin Denton
Rita Garfield
Judith & Karl Kinker
Floyd Kubo
Jean & Michael LaMarca
Sharon E. Mackin
Ann Stevens
Judi Watkins
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Dorothy Deal Wells
Lorna R. Acker
Cecelia & Joseph Anthony
Allan & Jennifer Deal
Charles H. Diers
Clare Ensenat
Marian E. Fittje
Mary Frye
Carolyn Hartz
Vinita M. Howard
Inez L. Jenkins
Shirlee Loret
Tom & Carol Meyer
James & Sharon R. Moore
Caroline C. Saunders
Yvonne & Tom Schwartz &
Laura Rochford
Margery Ann Smith
Donald & Susan Swartz
Miriam D. Wicks
Fred & Nancy Wisner
Kent & Dora Youel
Mariane E. Weigley
Dorothy Wright
Vos & Lois Doty
Valerie Gardner

Preserve Defend Restore Enjoy

14

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Concord, CA
Permit No. 525

1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

E x p e r i e n c e t h e M o u n t a i n Yo u r Wa y

Scott Hein

Beryl Anderson

Moonlight on the Mountain
August 29th, 2015

Scott Hein

Trail Adventure
November 8th, 2015

Mount Diablo Challenge
October 4th, 2015

Save Mount Diablo’s Partner Sponsors
Mt. Diablo Recycling
reduce • reuse • recycle • respect • recover
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Preserve natural lands through
acquisition and cooperative efforts.

Defend Mount Diablo and its foothills from
threats of development through land use
planning and public education.
Restore habitat prior to transfer to a public
agency for permanent preservation and
public use.
Enjoy Diablo’s parks through events and
recreational opportunities.

Why We Care

To preserve Mount Diablo’s peaks,
surrounding foothills, and watersheds
through land acquisition and preservation
strategies designed to protect the mountain’s
natural beauty, biological diversity, and
historic and agricultural heritage;
enhance our area’s quality of life; and
provide recreational opportunities consistent
with the protection of natural resources.

What We Do

Our Mission

Partner Sponsors support our land preservation programs and receive recognition at all events for one year. Call Julie for info at (925) 947-3535.

This is our home. Preserving natural land
forever means safeguarding our quality of
life, including our air, water, and views. Only
half of Mount Diablo has been preserved.
The other half of the mountain, over 70,000
acres, is privately owned and still threatened by development. That means risking
the loss of wildlife corridors, ecosystems and
recreational opportunities.

