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Dear Friend of  the Mountain,

As I prepare to retire, I am contemplating the professional journey I have been on. I have 
had the opportunity to work for three amazing non-profit organizations and to help each 
of  them reach new levels of  service and strength for the communities they support. I 
am especially proud of  the accomplishments we have achieved during my 15 years as the 
Executive Director of  Save Mount Diablo (SMD).

Over the years I have been asked why Mount Diablo needs saving, or what it needs to be 
saved from. At its simplest Save Mount Diablo preserves, protects and restores the lands 
on and around Mount Diablo.  Put another way, we provide a voice for and take actions in 
defense of  the plants and wildlife that live on and around this mountain, who do not have a 
voice of  their own.

When asked what Save Mount Diablo does, I often speak about our work as being one 
of  the threads in the greater tapestry that is our community. That tapestry is made up of  
the people, the places, the values, the infrastructure, and the institutions that are all woven 
together to create the unique place that we all call home.  

By working with a broad range of  partners, we help to ensure that our community has world 
class education, health care, transportation systems, quality jobs, an array of  housing options 
for all citizens and social services for the less fortunate in our community. Equally important 
to the community is our work on behalf  of  the green infrastructure that links our homes 
and our businesses to the places that provide access to the natural world for all of  our 
citizens. This collaborative work is necessary to create livable, sustainable communities. 

I am proud of  our accomplishments in expanding the 
footprint of  protected lands and the policies that have 
helped to redefine the types of  sustainable communities 
that future generations of  Contra Costa residents will 
live in. I am equally proud of  the tireless volunteers who 
donate thousands of  hours of  sweat equity in support of  
our land protection work. But I am most deeply moved 
and humbled by the increasing generosity we continue to 
receive each year from thousands of  individual donors. 
I would like to recount just three of  the donors whose 
contributions most dramatically touched me over the past 
15 years:

Shortly after I started at SMD in 2000 I met Casey, a student at Walnut Creek Intermediate 
School who organized a penny drive to support SMD.  She presented me with $2,500 she 
raised from her classmates.

A couple of  years ago, we opened an envelope and found a note from (by her own 
definition) an elderly woman on a limited income.  She apologized because she didn’t have a 
lot to give but wanted to do her part in preserving the mountain – inside the envelope were 
three crisp one dollar bills.
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“I am most deeply 
moved and humbled 

by the increasing 
generosity we continue 

to receive each year 
from thousands of  
individual donors.” 

Letter from the Executive Director
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Several years ago, Gary Bogue assisted us in raising 
funds for a project in his Contra Costa Times column. 
In response to his column I received a letter from Karen 
(an Orinda resident) who had never previously given to 
SMD. After reading Gary’s column she looked out her 
kitchen window, just as she had done every day she had 
lived in that house, and Karen realized how much she 
loved that view.  Later that day she sent us a donation of  
one dollar a day for each day she lived in that house and 
appreciated that view from her kitchen window – 18.5 
years = $6,750 in appreciation of  SMD’s land protection 
work.

I will always have these amazing memories which 
represent this community’s level of  support for our work!  
We all know that it takes dedicated support to preserve, 
defend and restore the Diablo wilderness for future 
generations.  So, in my last Diablo Watch letter as SMD’s 
Executive Director, I want to remind all of  us about 
our obligations to protect these natural lands.  I want 
to encourage each and every one of  you to think about 
what you can do today, tomorrow and in the coming 

years to fulfill your part in protecting this landscape for 
future generations. Let’s demonstrate to ourselves, to the 
rest of  the community and to future generations that 
we took seriously our responsibility to be protectors and 
healers of  the world. As the Native American proverb 
suggests, we do not inherit the earth from our ancestors 
but borrow it from our children.

So please, my final request is for all of  you to continue 
your support for our work and to wake up each morning 
knowing that you have done your share in leaving the 
world a better place for future generations.

See you all on the mountain!
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Ron Brown  
Executive Director

    Introducing Executive Director Ted Clement
Following a nationwide search, we are 
pleased to announce that Ted Clement 
joins the organization as Executive 
Director. Ted comes to Save Mount 
Diablo with more than 25 years of 
conservation experience.

As Ted explained, “I am excited to become Save Mount 
Diablo’s Executive Director because the mission of the 
organization has significance not only for the beautiful 
flora, fauna and lands of the Mount Diablo area but also 
for millions and millions of people who live nearby in a 
multitude of towns and cities.”

Ted holds a Bachelor of Science degree in environmental 
studies and a law degree in land conservation. He has 
worked in a wide variety of roles including environmental 

educator for the Outward Bound School in Maine, 
Peace Corps national park volunteer in Thailand, and in 
stewardship and legal departments at the Vermont Land 
Trust. He has previously served as the Executive Director 
for the Aquidneck Land Trust and the Hawaiian Islands 
Land Trust. 

Ted has served on the boards of various environmental 
non-profit organizations, and he has also received a 
number of awards and a Center for Whole Communities 
fellowship for his conservation work. 

The board and staff are excited to have Ted, who brings 
both passion and experience, take the helm. Please join us 
in welcoming Ted as our new Executive Director! 
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2 Save  Mount  Diablo

The Hansons were one of the first families 
along Marsh Creek, closer to Brentwood 

than Clayton, and they married into other 
more historic families, like the Morgans of 
Morgan Territory. The 76-acre Hanson Hills 
property, across Marsh Creek Road from 
our 51-acre Big Bend purchase, is our most 
recent acquisition. We acquired the property 
in April, exchanged access easements with 
the neighboring ranch owner, Jane Hanson 
Freitas, and are already holding volunteer 
work days. Long Canyon crosses Hanson 
Hills, sandwiched between hills and ridges. 
There are spectacular views up Hog Canyon 
toward Round Valley and Morgan Territory, 
and of Mount Diablo from higher up.

Jane Freitas was born along Marsh Creek 
in 1927 and never left. She lived with her 
husband Bill Freitas on their ranches for 65 
years until he passed in 2011, and she still lives 
downstream on the creek.  The property was 
subdivided by the Hanson siblings in 1971 
and several parcels were sold. We purchased 
Hanson Hills from Jane’s surviving siblings, 
Betty Hanson Rhodes and James Hanson, and 
niece Marilyn Dundas.

According to Jane, “The area is called ‘Marsh Creek’, but 
my husband and I always called it ‘God’s Country’. We 
refer to the properties as Long Canyon and Hog Canyon.”  
She continued, “Queen’s Creek runs into our reservoir.  
When my father died we kids thought Dark Canyon, the 
narrowest part of Marsh Creek Road past Marsh Creek 
Springs, was scary.”

Hanson Hills has rich resources, a small house, and was 
purchased for $690,000. The best physical access to the 
creek crosses the Freitas Ranch. We worked with Jane to 
exchange access easements allowing us to reach the creek 
and for her to reach the upper part of her property.

The property’s 76 acres include a rare desert olive grove, 
native grasses and wildflowers, and amazing views in all 
directions from oak covered ridges above Long Canyon.  
We named the property for those striking ridges and for 
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the Hanson family who wanted to protect their property 
for everyone to enjoy just as they did. Looking down Long 
Canyon, a tributary flows into Marsh Creek. 

Most important is the parcel’s location. Save Mount Diablo 
and our allies have worked for decades to create a circle or 
“doughnut” of protected lands. These corridors stretch east 
from Mount Diablo to the Central Valley. To date, 14,500 
acres of private land remain in the doughnut hole, of the 
Marsh Creek-Morgan Territory area. 

The “doughnut” is a maze of canyons draining to Marsh 
Creek. More recently, we’ve focused on the creek itself 
since it crosses the doughnut hole while connecting many 
preserves. As land values dropped during the Great 
Recession, we were able to acquire many small parcels 
along the creek. With larger purchases upstream and down, 
more than 14 miles of Marsh Creek’s 33 miles have been 

protected for habitat and future generations.

This brings us back to Hanson Hills and 
Big Bend, adjacent properties on either side 
of Marsh Creek Road, at the intersection 
of Long Canyon, Hog Canyon and Marsh 
Creek. They are almost the exact center of 
the doughnut hole. The space is within two 
and a half miles of two state parks, five 
regional parks and nine Save Mount Diablo 
properties. 

Hanson Hills will become part of this 
complex of parks that will cross five ridges 
from Antioch to Marsh Creek Road. It is one 
small parcel from connecting north to the 
East Bay Regional Park District’s new 3,000 
acre Deer Valley Regional Preserve, a mile 
from protected land to the south, and two 
miles to Morgan Territory Regional Preserve.  
Imagine walking or riding up and down 
those ridges and canyons from Antioch to 
Livermore. Abundant wildlife walks, flies, 
and slithers across the area too.

The view from above Long Canyon on Save Mount Diablo’s new 76-acre Hanson Hills property.

George Phillips

By Seth Adams
Land Conservation Director 

On December 5th at 9:30 a.m we’ll 
hold a public tour of Hanson Hills. 

To learn more and join us for a tour, 
visit SaveMountDiablo.org and register 

on our Guided Hikes Calendar.
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4 Save  Mount  Diablo

I had my first bioblitz experience staffing the registration 
table at Save Mount Diablo’s BioBlitz 2013 and was 

immediately hooked -- the scientists with their strange 
paraphernalia, their in-jokes and camaraderie and their 
excitement at getting 24-hour access to a new property.  
As a former librarian and a data geek, I loved compiling 
the species lists of vertebrates, invertebrates and plants. I 
consider myself lucky to get the cataloging assignment for 
three years in a row now! 

This year’s bioblitz was the second year documenting 
species in the burned area of the 2013 Morgan Fire.  This 
time my husband, Bob, joined me at the registration 
table where we were charged with logging researchers 
in and out. This was a big responsibility as we needed to 
make sure no one was left on the mountain at the end of 
the event’s 24 hour period. Unfortunately, it was a cool, 
drizzly and windy day — not ideal weather for spotting 
reptiles or bees, butterflies and other invertebrates.  Still, 
40 scientific experts, with the largest contingent from UC 
Berkeley, and a small group of dedicated volunteers met 
up at the Curry Canyon Ranch house to set about their 
work.   
Our favorite researcher interaction was with bat expert 
Adrienne Levoy, who showed us where two bat species 
were roosting in the eaves of the ranch house itself. The 
pallid bat is particularly fond of Jerusalem crickets and 
scorpions, and we saw impressive piles of Jerusalem 
cricket wings and legs under their roosts — the only part 
of the cricket that the bats won’t eat.  

Since the Morgan Fire, Kip Will, U.C. Berkeley professor 
and entomologist with the Essig Museum, has found 
several insect species new to Contra Costa County.  
Beetles in particular are flourishing. This year he trained 
a small group of volunteers to collect and sift through soil 
samples, and to help identify species using microscopes 
set up inside the house. It was amusing to see groups 
of scientists and volunteers lying outside on the ground 
in circles examining dirt piles. One of the findings, the 
minute moss beetle, was last reported on Mount Diablo 
in 1966. Kip was also able to show the volunteers a 
bombardier beetle demonstrating his ability to shoot a 
hot steamy spray of defensive chemicals. Kip’s research is 
partially supported by a grant from Save Mount Diablo’s 
Mary Bowerman Science and Research Program.

Exploring the native regrowth
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Native plants in the chaparral areas continue to grow 
and create large swaths of brilliant color.  Erosion was 
minimal since the fire did not burn hot enough to destroy 
root systems and they were able to hold the soil in place.  
Local botanist and Save Mount Diablo Board Member 
Heath Bartosh provided some insight on the terrain. He 
explained that the fire added nutrients to the soil and 
despite the lack of rain, the slopes still received enough 
water to create a display more spectacular than last year.  
There were more and larger specimens of fire poppies, 
whispering bells, Mount Diablo phacelia and golden 
eardrops. Hummingbirds were all over an area of large 
dark red bee plants, which thrive after fire, and colorful 
lazuli bunting were reported in large numbers in many 
locations. Bee expert Gordon Frankie had started the 
day gloomy about the prospects of sighting bees given 
the weather, but when he came down off the mountain, 
he was ecstatic! He said the whole experience had been 
worth it for two of the types of interesting bees he saw. 

The final species counts for BioBlitz 2015 are not yet in, 
but so far researchers have identified 559 species — only 
a few short of the 578 found in 2014, despite the fact that 
not a single reptile or arachnid braved the cold and the 
rain. I feel honored to take part in this annual snapshot, 
which helps guide Save Mount Diablo’s decisions about 
dealing with climate, weather, and fire on the properties 
entrusted to their care.    

Surveying the terrain after the Morgan Fire
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By Cindy Brittain
Volunteer for Save Mount Diablo’s 

Land Department

For the 2016 BioBlitz dates, visit: 
SaveMountDiablo.org

Alvin Johnson
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6 Save  Mount  Diablo

Ron with children of SMD staff, board, and volunteers

Ron Brown, Save Mount Diablo’s 
Executive Director, Retires.

“I wouldn’t have defined myself as an environmentalist 
at all, but I enjoyed nature. In 1970, when I first started 
working with kids — the first Earth Day took place that 
year — one of the first things I did was create a little 
ecology club. I didn’t know much. We picked up soda can 
pull tabs — we made a big peace sign with them — which 
were everywhere.  Green was a new thing.” – Ron Brown

Ron and I have been working together at Save Mount 
Diablo for the past 15 years. Many people spend their 
whole lives in one field, but Ron has been fearless in 
taking on new challenges.

Since 2000, Ron Brown has been Executive Director of 
Save Mount Diablo (SMD). A resident of Walnut Creek 
since 1974, Ron lives in the shadow of Shell Ridge and 
has been Executive Director of two other local non-
profits, the Diabetic Youth Foundation, which runs a 
summer camp in the Sierra, and the Contra Costa Jewish 
Community Center.  

His outdoor camp expertise overlapped with the 
environment, and his non-profit experience was a great 
fit for expanding Save Mount Diablo’s programs. Though 

he was less familiar with land conservation, he brought 
non-profit organization management, community 
outreach and event planning skills that helped SMD to 
gain recognition, raise funds, and build support for our 
mission. He has become one of a handful of people most 
important in saving Mount Diablo.

I speak for many when I say that Ron has dramatically 
increased Save Mount Diablo’s capacity. He’s grown 
the staff from 3 to 17, expanded fundraising, directly 
preserved several dozen properties and indirectly 
helped to protect thousands more acres. Save Mount 
Diablo’s accomplishments during his tenure have been 
monumental.  

In 2001, one hundred guests gathered at a vacant 
Blackhawk Plaza storefront to kick off our 30th 
anniversary. The celebration included color Xerox 
decorations and boxed pizza from Costco. By year’s 
end, we were wearing tuxedos at the Regional Center 
for the Arts to enjoy an amazing 3-D slide presentation 
accompanied by a wind symphony orchestra. The 
following year we held our first Moonlight on the 
Mountain celebration on the slopes of Mount Diablo.  The 
event celebrates land conservation and has become one of 
the most important environmental events in the East Bay. 
Ron and the organization have had a big impact in the 
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policy and land use arenas. “We’ve taken the time to build 
unusual relationships with strange bedfellows — labor 
unions and business organizations for example,” said 
Ron. “Even with developers or assumed adversaries, you 
can uncover shared values and interests that lead to a 
deepening of relationships and mutual benefits.” 
He continued, “Protecting open space is a thread, 
recreation is another. So are good air, water, schools and 
hospitals, good jobs, housing and other development, 
and economic benefit. You weave them all together and 
you have a rich tapestry that we call community. They’re 
all connected and together they combine to enhance our 
quality of life.”

Ron achieved a surprising number of accomplishments 
in unusual settings, including over tequila or a barbecue.  
Ron can work a crowd with the best of them, but he’s 
more comfortable in small groups or in the kitchen. 
Ron was a leader in requiring voter-approved Urban Limit 
Lines of every city in Contra Costa and eastern Alameda, 
and then defending them in a variety of campaigns.  He’s 
clearly recognized as a major player who effectively moves 
between different interest groups and can inspire them all 
to better results.  

He was instrumental in the adoption of the Reuse Plan 
for the Concord Naval Weapons Station. The plan will 
result in 70% parks and open space. While I helped 
organize a grassroots coalition of organizations, Ron 
developed a “grass tops taskforce” to work upfront with 
leaders from organizations like the Building Industry 
Association, the state and community colleges, and the 
East Bay Leadership Council who might otherwise have 
opposed our proposals.

During his tenure, we acquired the 1,080 acre Curry 
Canyon Ranch for $7.2 million, our largest project 
ever. For Ron though, it’s just one of our many 
accomplishments, “I’m proud of a whole body of work. 
It’s not one thing. Each piece is additive to the others.  
Many people and allies were involved.  In total we share 
quite a legacy.” 

Ron is stepping down this fall, although he will continue 

to consult on several projects.  The organization has been 
involved in succession planning for the past two years.  
We’ll soon welcome our new Executive Director, we’ve 
got a strong team including many talented young leaders, 
and we’re lucky to have many dedicated supporters.  
We’re all excited to begin the next era of protecting the 
mountain.

“The work that we do here at Save Mount Diablo 
sometimes is tedious, difficult and complicated but when 
we stand back and take a look at the landscapes that we’re 
preserving, not just for today, but for the children and 
the future generations, it brings a great sense of joy and 
satisfaction that we’re doing something to preserve and 
heal the world.”

Ron is of course also looking forward to spending more 
time with his grandkids and family, enjoying more 
softball and fishing, and time outdoors in the places he’s 
helped to protect. 

“My biggest pleasure is that this will be 
here for the kids.”

SMD Co-founder Art Bonwell and Ron Brown at an Association of Bay 
Area Goverments workshop in Fall 2001

“My biggest pleasure is that this will be here for the kids.” 
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By Seth Adams
Land Conservation Director 

Stephanie Secrest
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On a stream bank in the eastern foothills of  Mount 
Diablo, the roots of  a young buckeye pierce through 

clay soil in search of  a water table much lower than it 
once was. Neighboring oaks tower above it, relics of  
consistently wet winters in California. These trees create 
habitat for wildlife in their canopies and on the ground. 
We are working with dedicated volunteers like Giselle 
Jurkanin to expand these wooded areas with the help of  
wastewater. This is part of  our ongoing planting project 
at Irish Canyon after its transfer to the East Bay Regional 
Park District. In addition to owning property, Save Mount 
Diablo works with our partners, such as the regional park 
district, to manage and restore nearby lands.

Plants need sun and water to grow. Irish Canyon has the 
sun part down fine; it’s the water that has become a little 
trickier for us. With consistently less rainfall, stewarding 
a successful habitat enhancement project with 150 trees 
during California’s drought is a challenge. Less water in 
streams means less water saturating the earth to feed trees 
through the hot, dry months of  a Contra Costa County 
summer. Less water underground makes irrigation a 
necessity for plantings through the warmest part of  the 
year. As a conservation organization, it’s in our hands to 
get creative with alternative and sustainable approaches for 
nurturing planting sites.  

Giselle, a retired attorney, may not seem like a likely 
volunteer to lug gallons and gallons of  used water over 
rough terrain, but she is. In fact, this was her idea to 
see the tree saplings through the severe drought. Giselle 
keyed us into the recycled water program made possible 
by Central Contra Costa Sanitary District. Recycled water 
is safe for all human contact except drinking and perfect 
for watering Irish Canyon’s seedling oaks and buckeyes.  
Wastewater is processed through primary, secondary, and 
tertiary treatment and disinfected to meet strict standards 
of  the State Water Resources Control Board. Giselle saves 

up to 130 gallons of  domestic water supply with every 
watering visit to Irish Canyon by using tertiary-treated 
recycled water. With multiple trips to the planting sites 
each month, the amount of  water conserved adds up 
quickly.

Improving habitat for wildlife is an integral part of  our 
mission and needs to continue despite dwindling water 
resources statewide. Using recycled water for restoration 
plantings is just one way we are adapting to the continued 
drought in California. 

By Jim Cartan
Land Conservation Associate  

With your support, we reduce our 
impact on water resources while 
helping the Diablo wilderness 

thrive.  

Dana Ellingson  feeding plants with recycled water from the Central Costa 
Costa Sanitary District
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Irish Canyon Water Project
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Mount Diablo State Park (the Park) has drafted a Road 
and Trail Management Plan (the Plan) that lays out 

trail needs, challenges, and potential changes. It covers 
every area of  the Park from Mitchell Canyon in the north 
to Riggs Canyon in the southeast. New 
trails are being proposed, some are 
slated for removal, and others around 
the summit may be modified. We 
have made comments to improve the 
plan focused on protecting resources 
and highlighting Park expansion 
opportunities. You can read the Plan, 
examine maps and learn how your 
favorite spots on the mountain might be 
affected by visiting the Mount Diablo 
State Park website. 

The Park, founded in 1921, is one of  
the seven state parks created before 
the California State Park system was 
established in 1927. Now for the first 
time, State Parks has drafted a plan for 
the Park’s more than 200 miles of  fire 
roads and trails. 

The draft Plan is meant to ensure that 
trail opportunities operate to their 
fullest potential, while protecting the 
Park’s cultural and natural resources — 
a delicate and intricate balance. The Plan could affect all 
user groups, from cyclists to equestrians to hikers. 

Some changes proposed include seven new and improved 
staging and parking areas in Clayton, Walnut Creek, the 
Diablo community along Mount Diablo Scenic Boulevard 
and elsewhere. The Falls Trail will be rerouted for safety.  
Juniper and Mary Bowerman trails will be changed to 
provide better access for all users. Over time, almost all 
unofficial trails will be removed. Juniper, Summit and Oak 
Knoll trails may also be opened up to mountain bikes.

Those of  us who enjoy Jackass Canyon know it to be one 
of  the wildest, most important areas in the Park for nesting 
falcons and eagles. This area exemplifies how vital it is to 
carefully balance protecting natural resources — including 
wildlife — with access. The Plan proposes creating several 

trails in this area that might cause an increase in human 
disturbance. Because raptors are very sensitive to such 
disturbance and may abandon their nests, we recommend 
routing new trails away from lower Jackass Canyon.

While the Plan does a thorough job of  
covering the entire Park, it should also 
recognize that there are several adjacent 
properties and trails. Connecting these 
multiple trails would provide for more 
recreation, and even one day expand the 
Park to cover important neighboring 
habitats. The Curry Canyon Ranch, 
Viera North-Peak and Young Canyon 
properties that you helped us protect 
are perfect examples of  great future 
Park additions. The beautiful Diablo 
Trail that runs through several parks 
is still not labeled on official maps.  
Labeling it, and the future 60-70 mile 
Grand Diablo Loop Trail, would help 
emphasize regional connectivity in the 
Plan.

The Plan’s effect on Park users and 
resources all depend on the details and 
how many of  its recommendations 
are actually implemented. Balancing 
recreation and resource protection can 

be challenging, but we are here to help. To review the Plan 
online or sign up to receive updates on next steps, search 
“Diablo road trail plan” and click the first link.  

To review the Plan online or sign up 
to receive updates on next steps, search 
“Diablo road trail plan” and click the 

first link. 

Manzanita

Mount Diablo State Park Trail Plan
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By Juan Pablo Galvan
 Land Use Planner
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Driving along Morgan Territory Road, you can’t miss 
the Morgan Red Corral, the property that Save 

Mount Diablo protected in 2005 and named for the red 
corral across the road from the Mount Diablo State Park 
trailhead. Before my five mile hike, I check out a carved 
granite boulder near the corral. Installed by Save Mount 
Diablo to help inform visitors, the rock details the life of 
Jeremiah Morgan, a settler of the area. Morgan Territory 
takes its name from this explorer, who fondly called it “the 
morning side of the mountain”.

The ascent of Morgan Creek trail is bordered by oak trees, 
white-flowered buckeyes, and intimidating amounts of 
poison oak. I’m not too worried though — I’ve stashed 
some Technu in my car. The leaves of the buckeyes and the 
crisp morning air remind me of fall just around the corner.

Following Jeremiah Creek Trail to Highland Ridge and 
Tassajara Creek Trail, the most beautiful singletrack on 
this side of the mountain, I happily notice several native 
wildflowers including poppies and monkey-flower. A good 
resting spot can be found at the picnic table near Bob’s 
Pond, named for a Save Mount Diablo board member who 
aided enormously in the purchase of the property. 

Next, the trail crosses oak scrubland and dense forests 
before connecting back to Jeremiah Creek Trail and the 
Red Corral trailhead. From Highland Ridge I take the 
Tassajara Creek trail, built by our friends the East Bay Trail 
Dogs, a diverse 2 mile loop. Along this trail I cross oak 
scrubland, creek beds, and dense oak forests. I end the hike 
all too soon, and I tell myself that I will be back to enjoy 
this wonderful area once again.

Two-tailed  Swallowtail butterfly 

Bumblebee moth
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Hike

By Carina Bilodeau
Land Conservation Intern

For directions to Morgan Red 
Corral and other properties, 

order your Diablo Trail Map at 
SaveMountDiablo.org.
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In Honor of
Seth Adams

Cindy Spring & Charles A.  
      Garfield 
Lynn Barr  

Paul Krause
Steve & Brenda Benkly

Jody & George Benkly
Jack Bethards  

Ron & Rebecca Yee
Ron Brown 

Sharon L. Chase
Paul & Marilyn Gardner
Joan Kunz
Grace MacNeill
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Kristen Wick

Annabelle Cloner
Joan E. Spiegel

Marcella Colarich
Barbara K. Hayworth

Marilyn Day
Mildred Day

Rachel Etherington
Kelley Etherington

Abigail Fateman 
Martha & Richard Fateman 

John Gallagher  
Sharon & Don Ritchey

Suzy Kisch & Todd Hancock - 
Morelle & Norman Levine

Dick Heron
Marianne & T.C. Aude

Ann & Don Jones 
Jeanne Thomas

Barbara Langlois  
Shirley Langlois

Emily & Carla Macomber
Nancy  F. McIlroy

Jennifer McCarthy  
     Joyce Kelly
Jeff & Debbie McCarthy 

Joyce Kelly
Geoffrey & Vallerie Meredith 
Thomas Meredith
J. Muir  

Richard & Sandra Smith
Nicole Murphy’s 10K Run  
    Kristen Noe
George Phillips  

Debra S. Abbott
Scott Reynolds 

Anonymous
Jeff & Paula Santi

David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Julie’s cooking  

Dennis P. Martel
Phil Tringale & Carol Ries

Julie Seelen
Kenneth H. Williams

Ronald E. Smith 
James H. Smith

Seth, Sebastian & Soren 
Squire 

Bonnie C. & Kirby Wells
Jeanne Thomas  

Joan S. Armstrong
Daryl & Mary Lembke
Elaine & Phred Jackson

 
In Memory of
Ralph H. Anderson 

David & Sandra Anderson
James Brunell  

Barbara Brunell
Raymond Cloutier 

Francine Cloutier

 
Bob Coccodrilli 

William Barber & Chloe  
      Laube
Dick Crockett 

Barbara Sickenberger
Rosemary Daniel  

John E. Daniel
Donald Floyd Dillon, Sr. 

Barbara A. Baxter
Scott Dowd  

Jane A. Dubitzky
Marcia Duckworth 

John & Susan Tullis
Mardi Duffield  

Kristine L. Caratan
Scott Ellis  

Karen Barrett
 

Pearl Harbor Survivor John J. 
Farley

Eileen M. Farley
Anna Louise Ferri 

Lawrence E. Ferri
Richard Francisco 

Richard & Rayna Ravitz
Nancy Funsten  

Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson
Kathleen Garrigan 

Alice Lynn
Jeanne Gelwicks 

Jeanne Thomas
E. Robert Goebel  

Coralee Dailey
Charles Goldmann 

Joyce I. Steingass

 
 Irene Gray

B. R. Gray
Dan Henry

Carol F. Henry
Thorne & Virginia Holmes 

Carolyn H. Payne
Dale H. Kimbell  

Gary & Jo Ann Yates
Milton Levy  

Frank & Barbara Strehlitz
Peter Lunardini  

Michele Lasagna
Jan March  

William March
Ronald Martin  

Sonja Wilkin
Michael Merriman 

GlynnDevins  

Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez

Mary Belle Morley 
Anonymous

Constance Petrie  
Roz Hirsch
Manfred & Bernice Lindner
Robert & Frances Osborne

Constance Hartwell Petrie 
Fred & Barbara Voltmer

Marjorie Plant  
Ted Plant

Doris Rodriquez  
Barbara Sacks

Ann Ryan & Gus Haro 
Joe & Susan Ryan

William & Genevieve Sattler
Anonymous

Chris Schmidt  
Anonymous

Hartmuth Schmidt
Karin Huetter

Frank & Gayle Servin
Leslie Servin

Niel Snortum
Elizabeth Snortum, Lisa & 
Tyler Snortum-Phelps

Sophie & Krista
Anonymous

Duane “Deke” Young 
Ted Sciacqua & Jackie Good

  
  
  
Thank you to all of  
our supporters. Your  
generosity preserves,  
defends and restores the  
Diablo wilderness for  
all of us to enjoy!

Tribute gifts are  
donations made in  
honor or memory of  
loved ones. Tributes  
made between January  
1st and June 30th of  
2015 are listed.

11Preserve    Defend    Restore    Enjoy

Thank you to all of our supporters.  Tribute gifts, donations in honor or memory of loved ones, made between July 1st and 
December 31st, 2014 are listed below.  Your generosity preserves, defends and restores the mountain for all of us to enjoy!
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12 Save  Mount  Diablo

Events Recap

Mount Diablo Challenge 2015
600 cyclists climbed 3,249 feet up the mountain in just 11.2 miles to help protect the Diablo wilderness.
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Nathan M. Ohrbach               
Foundation

Four Days Diablo 2015
15 hikers joined us for a “gently roughing it” tour of the Diablo wilderness. Experts guided the group along the Diablo Trail by day and gourmet 
dinners prepared on-site by local chefs awaited them each night.

S
co

tt 
H

ei
n

S
co

tt 
H

ei
n

Scott & Claudia 
Hein

Jim & Bette 
Felton
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13Preserve    Defend    Restore    Enjoy

Volcanic Dome Restoration Project 

Diablo Legacy Circle

We invite you to become a member of the Diablo Legacy 
Circle, created exclusively to honor and recognize people 
who have helped to continue our land preservation work 
through a gift to Save Mount Diablo in their wills, trusts, 
charitable gift annuity or estate plans.

SaveMountDiablo.org | 925.947.3535

Photo Contest 2015
Save Mount Diablo Scholastic Photo Contest Winners, Grand Prize (Left) and Grade 9-12 (Right)
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Brian Hirahara  
BH Development

Scott Hein
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1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Non-Profit
Organization
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Permit No. 525

To preserve Mount Diablo’s peaks,  
surrounding foothills, and watersheds 
through land acquisition and preservation 
strategies designed to protect the mountain’s 
natural beauty, biological diversity, and 
historic and agricultural heritage; 
enhance our area’s quality of life; and 
provide recreational opportunities consistent 
with the protection of natural resources.

Preserve natural lands through 
acquisition and cooperative efforts.

Defend Mount Diablo and its foothills from 
threats of development through land use  
planning and public education.

Restore habitat prior to transfer to a public 
agency for permanent preservation and
public use.

Enjoy Diablo’s parks through events and 
recreational opportunities.

This is our home. Preserving natural land 
forever means safeguarding our quality of 
life, including our air, water, and views. Only 
half of Mount Diablo has been preserved. 
The other half of the mountain, over 70,000 
acres, is privately owned and still threat-
ened by development. That means risking 
the loss of wildlife corridors, ecosystems and 
recreational opportunities.
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Save Mount Diablo’s Partner Sponsors

Mt. Diablo Recycling  
reduce • reuse • recycle • respect • recover

A Garaventa Company
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COMPANY

E x p e r i e n c e  t h e  M o u n t a i n  Yo u r  Wa y

Trail Adventure 
November 8th, 2015

Four Days Diablo
April 27th - 30th, 2016
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Jeanne Thomas
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