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1. How would you describe your vision for Save Mount Diablo? (Scott)

(Ted) I am a big proponent of  active, team-oriented strategic planning using a rolling three-year 
Strategic Plan model that I have developed over the years.  It facilitates articulation of  team vision, 
organizational alignment and substantial realization of  goals.  Within my first couple of  months 
here we, the staff  and Board, started such a Strategic Plan process. 

Our team’s articulated Vision Statement from our recently approved 2016-2018 Strategic Plan states, 
in part, the following:

Our vision is to forever preserve the remaining 70,000 acres of  natural lands around Mount Diablo through a 
conservation approach that integrates perpetual land preservation, advocacy, stewardship, land use planning, and 
education programs.

The geography of  the area we serve includes portions of  Contra Costa and Alameda Counties and is bounded by 
Suisun Bay and the Delta to the north and east, the San Ramon Valley to the west and through both the Livermore 
Amador Valley and the Altamont Pass to the south.  This area of  interest is designed to ensure open space linkage 
between Mount Diablo and the rest of  the Diablo Range.

The recent economic recession reduced public funds for land acquisition and maintenance, but it also slowed the pace 
of  development – temporarily.  Now, and for the foreseeable future, development pressure is increasing.  Land use 
advocacy is more important than ever.  Our business practice of  assisting agencies to acquire land and sale of  lands 
we own to them will continue.  In order to expand our available tools for land conservation, we are increasing our 
Conservation Buyer Program to secure conservation easements on properties so they will be preserved in perpetuity.  
We will continue to remain active with our agency partners, while increasing our ability to work with private property 
owners to secure permanent protection on land that has conservation values – before it is lost to  
development forever.

Save Mount Diablo has done much to connect people to the land and thereby develop future stewards and supporters.  
A variety of  programs have been established, such as the Dr. Mary Bowerman Science and Research Program, 
volunteer stewardship efforts and our well-known public hiking series.  Other programs are being explored, which 
include Conservation Collaboration Agreements with local schools, a Save Mount Diablo signature preserve, etc.  
Legal tools such as Conservation Easements, ridgeline protection ordinances, and Urban Limit Lines are not enough 
for perpetual land conservation as such laws can be changed if  the public loses its connection and concern for the land.

Understanding that Save Mount Diablo’s land conservation mission is a perpetual one, the organization needs to 
continue to grow its critical sustaining funds, donor base, collaborations and awareness with the public so that the 
organization remains a true community institution.

Save  Mount  Diablo

Board of Directors
Scott Hein, President
Burt Bassler, Treasurer
Amara Morrison, Secretary
Heath Bartosh
Joe Canciamilla
John Gallagher
Claudia Hein
Bob Marx 
Sue Ohanian
Malcolm Sproul 
Jeff Stone

Staff 
Ted Clement, Executive Director
Seth Adams, Land Conservation Director 
Jim Cartan, Stewardship & Outreach  
     Coordinator
Hidemi Crosse, Bookkeeper
Karen Ferriere, Assistant Development  
     Director 
Juan Pablo Galvan, Land Use Manager
Shannon Grover, Development  
     Associate
Dana Halpin, General Office Manager
Meredith Hendricks, Land Programs  
     Director
Michele Johnson, Communications  
     Manager
Nicole Murphy, Executive Assistant
Kristen Noe, Development Associate
Monica Oei, Finance & Administration    
     Director
George Phillips, Land Conservation    
     Manager 
Nora Sanchez, Accounting Associate 
Deborah Toll White, Development    
     Director

Publisher
Save Mount Diablo
(925) 947-3535
www.SaveMountDiablo.org

Interview with New Executive Director S
te

ph
en

 J
os

ep
h

Scott Hein
Board President 

Ted Clement 
Executive Director



1Preserve    Defend    Restore    Enjoy

2. What do you value most both personally  
and professionally?

I am passionate about my family, time outdoors and working with 
others to create lasting public good by protecting, and connecting 
people to, the land which sustains us.

3. The Board just approved the organization’s three-year 
Strategic Plan.  What are some of  the most exciting projects 
you see coming down the pipeline? 

Our recently approved Strategic Plan contains a number of  
exciting new initiatives such as the  
following examples:

• Starting a Conservation Collaboration Agreement Program 
with local schools as young people have the most at stake when 
it comes to land conservation.  These Agreements will have 
three basic components: in-class instruction by SMD staff  
about land conservation; followed by experiential field work and 
contemplative journal writing at an SMD conserved property; 
followed by the students working to raise funds to become SMD 
members at a discounted youth membership rate;

• Expanding our Conservation Buyer Program to include the 
private marketplace in addition to our existing governmental 
buyer component.  This 
will involve SMD selling 
less strategic open space 
parcels to private buyers 
subject to Conservation 
Easements which SMD 
will hold.  A more 
complete Conservation 
Buyer Program will not 
only help us quickly reduce 
our current expense and 
liability of  owning so many 
lands, due to governmental 
partners not being able to 
move quickly to acquire 
some of  these lands, but it 
will also help us generate 
revenue more quickly to 
conserve more new lands; 
 
• Exploring the creation 
and opening of  an SMD 
owned signature nature 

preserve for the public by 2018, as compared to the parcels we 
transfer to government parks.  Such an SMD public preserve, 
with nature trails, interpretive signs, etc., will elevate the profile 
of  SMD, let SMD directly showcase its good stewardship work 
on the land long-term, provide a living classroom where the 
organization and public can connect and learn together, and 
make SMD forever relevant in the eyes of  the public.

4. You have worked in the land trust field for a number of  
years, so what changes have you seen over time?

We talk about the evolutionary phases of  the national land 
trust movement.  Sometimes the early phase is described as 
one heavily focused on land acquisition.  Then we evolved 
into a phase that better understood and put more emphasis on 
making sure we can properly steward the land, or interests in 
land, acquired - and that conservation organizations must have 
good systems and practices to ensure they will be around long-
term.  The next evolutionary phase must include land trusts 
putting greater emphasis on providing more people the ability to 
directly and deeply connect with nature so that transformational 
experiences occur whereby even regular people can become great 
lovers, and thus strong stewards, of  the Earth.  
 
Continued on page 11... 
 

Meet Deborah White – Our New Development Director

Deborah brings with her over 15 years of 
experience fundraising to protect special 
places in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Previously she directed the Institutional 
Giving program at Save the Redwoods 
League, raising significant private and 
public capital for land acquisition, 
environmental education, scientific 
research, and California State Park 
enhancement projects. Before that she 
held positions as Annual Fund Director 
and Communications Director at Marin 
Agricultural Land Trust and served as 
the lead fundraiser at the Point Reyes 
National Seashore Association. 

A New England native 
with a degree in Art 
History from Boston 
University, Deborah 
credits her lifelong 
love of nature to her 
childhood in coastal 

Rhode Island exploring tidepools, 
beaches, and nature preserves with 
her family. She now lives in Orinda 
and is excited to be working to create 
lasting support and connections for the 
irreplaceable Diablo Wilderness in her 
own back yard. 
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Save Mount Diablo (SMD) has signed a ten-year agreement to 
purchase 87.2-acre North Peak Ranch from Steve and Brenda 
Benkly, for a total purchase price of approximately $1.1 million. 
The beautiful property rises from Marsh Creek Road just east of 
Clayton onto the slopes of North Peak, Mount Diablo’s second 
tallest and more rugged peak. It shares a boundary with Mount 
Diablo State Park. 

“The property is really special,” said Steve. “We have Muir 
Woods in our back yard. One area has big green ferns, vivid 
green moss, and during the winter months a waterfall just a few 
hundred yards behind the house. Every day we wake up, look out 
our back window at North Peak and just count our blessings.” 

“We are so appreciative of Steve and Brenda Benkly” said Ted 
Clement, Executive Director of Save Mount Diablo. “They want 
to protect their beautiful property on North Peak, and are giving 
us the time to raise funds to do so.” 

“The timing is critical,” said Scott Hein, SMD Board president. 
“We are still working really hard on securing capital for our 
Curry Canyon Ranch project, as well as other important 
initiatives. This way, we can carry out a thoughtful and 
comprehensive fundraising strategy that ensures that both of 
these properties are protected in perpetuity.” 

Most of the public assumes the steep slopes of Diablo’s main 
peaks are already protected. In fact there are many acres of 
private lands. North Peak Ranch is part of nearly a square mile 
of private land on the north face of North Peak, surrounded on 
three sides by Mount Diablo State Park. Save Mount Diablo’s 
20 acre Young Canyon parcel is in the same area. Protecting the 
main peaks is SMD’s highest priority. 

Save Mount Diablo was in negotiations to purchase the property 
in 2000 from a previous owner when the Benklys purchased it 
instead. SMD and the Benklys got to know each other and kept 
in touch. The Benklys even began volunteering at SMD events. 
They proved to be excellent stewards of the land, putting in 
countless hours cleaning up their property. 

North Peak Ranch was on SMD’s original priority acquisition 
list in 1972, given its location on one of Diablo’s main peaks. 
It’s highly visible, rising from 650’ at Marsh Creek Road 
through grassland and oak-bay woodland to 1260’. The north 
facing slopes of the mountain have more water and very high 
biodiversity.  The property has important resources including 
a band of serpentine mineral soils associated with a number of 
rare plant species. The property could be used in the future for a 
staging area to access North Peak. 

Steve and Brenda are both locals and strongly support 
conservation. Steve is a builder. Brenda can often be seen riding 
State Park trails near the property. “I grew up in Walnut Creek,” 
said Steve, “and Brenda was born in Concord. She rode her horse 
all over the mountain starting as a child. We’re both passionate 
about keeping more open space. This is our affordable way of 
doing it.” 

“We wanted a larger piece of property. The mountain and 
surrounding areas have been the sanity in my wife’s life since 
childhood. This was something we could swing financially, 
make sure it did not get developed and was preserved for future 
generations to enjoy.” 

North Peak Ranch is part of Clayton’s Marsh Creek Specific 
Plan development area and adjacent to the city and county Urban 
Limit Line. At one time it might have been subdivided into 
5-acre parcels. The Benklys however had no interest in seeing 
the parcel developed. “I’m a builder,” said Steve. “We’ve seen the 
area get over developed and we didn’t want to see this beautiful 
parcel developed into four or five houses.” 

They approached SMD about purchasing most of the property. 
“Save Mount Diablo is doing a fantastic job preserving what 
should have been preserved a long time ago, mainly for future 
generations,” said Steve. A deal was reached to option the 
property in 10 small, annual, gradually increasing payments 
which will be applied to the overall purchase price at the end of 
the ten years. 

Steve and Brenda will retain 6.2 acres and continue to live in 
their small 1200 sq. ft. farmhouse, built in 1924, which first 

Preserve North Peak Ranch

Steve and Brenda Benkly with Ted Clement, Executive Director 
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necessitated a subdivision process through the County to split the 
parcel. SMD is also acquiring right of first refusal on that smaller 
parcel where the Benklys will continue to live. 

The property is beautiful, and mostly heavily wooded. Imagine a 
small canyon, climbing up onto the slopes of rocky North Peak, 
and dividing around several knolls. Two tributary creeks drop 

down the steep slopes over moss covered rocky cataracts and 
small grottos then meet Mount Diablo Creek just off site. Further 
downstream, Mount Diablo Creek crosses the northwest corner 
of the parcel. SMD has helped to protect much of Mount Diablo 
Creek’s headwaters in the vicinity of the property, and much of 
its middle reaches at the Concord Naval Weapons Station. 

A robust set of fire roads zig zag up slope through blue oak 
woodland, looping past a large developed spring near the 
southern border, and toward the Three Springs area of Mount 
Diablo State Park. Rare Alameda Whipsnake is almost certainly 
present. 

 

Ultimately North Peak Ranch should be part of Mount Diablo 
State Park. First, however, the State Park system must begin 
accepting new lands again. Hopefully the issue will be resolved in 
the near future and within the ten year option period. 

With the Benklys’ permission SMD will soon hold several 
introductory walks on the property, and one or two per year 
until the acquisition is complete. However, North Peak Ranch is 
privately owned until SMD completes the purchase - so it is not 
open to the public at this time.

Map of North Peak Ranch
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By Seth Adams
Land Conservation Director 

Save Mount Diablo 

Join us for a hike on the  
North Peak property on  

Saturday August 20th at 9am. 
Call the SMD office at 

925.947.3535 for more details. 
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The Conservation Buyer Program will generate important 
revenue for Save Mount Diablo to invest in protecting and 
preserving more land in the Diablo Wilderness. 

Save Mount Diablo envisions a permanently protected natural 
reserve in Contra Costa County, with the peak of Mount Diablo 
at its heart. We are working to secure large portions of this 
habitat to be preserved as park lands, and our vision also 
includes private lands shielded by conservation easements. 
We endeavor to keep free from development the Mount 
Diablo core area, and to preserve specific areas that have 
major wildlife, recreational, scenic and scientific values.

To accomplish our vision, we use two main land 
preservation tools as part of our newly expanded 
Conservation Buyer Program. First, as we have done for 
many years, we sell highly strategic land to governmental 
partners to become part of a public park system and 
utilize the revenue to protect more property. Much of the 
land Save Mount Diablo has purchased over the years is 
now incorporated into Mount Diablo State Park or the 
East Bay Regional Park District.  

Second, we will now sell some lands to private buyers 
subject to conservation easements, which we will hold, and 
utilize the revenue to acquire more property or conservation 
easements. This method allows us to protect properties with 
important habitat that may not be well suited additions to a 
park or preserve because of their size or location. Several of the 
proposed easements are on parcels with existing houses. 

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between 
a landowner and a qualified organization, such as a land trust, to 
protect the natural or cultural resources on that land forever. In 
our area, development threatens unique habitat, creates a huge 
barrier to the movement of wildlife and also depletes essential 
components of the ecosystem, such as water.  

The conservation easements will protect the resources we 
purchased the property to save and allow the landowner to live 
in and maintain their homes, as they normally would. We work 
with the landowner to reach a set of permanent agreements that 
give them the flexibility they need within a small portion of the 
property, usually an acre or less, while conserving the habitat 
over the vast majority of the property.  

The agreement limits some of the landowners’ rights on 
the property in order to protect habitat and wildlife. The 
conservation easements we enter into, for example, prohibit 
subdividing property for additional homes, protect creeks 
including Marsh Creek, and protect habitat such as the oak 
woodlands that are so vital in the area where we work. Some 
of them may reserve trail and access  easements. We work 
with property owners to periodically monitor the terms of the 
conservation easement and enjoy with them the satisfaction of 
having permanently protected the land they love.  

We work with realtors and real estate firms familiar with 
conservation land transactions and conservation easements 
in order to help us find private buyers looking for unique 
lands to have a home nestled amidst Mount Diablo’s beautiful 
natural areas. The realtors we work with share SMD’s vision for 
permanent protection of these lands and support our efforts to 
generate revenue to protect additional properties.  

Property sales to a private buyer are new for SMD and will be 
a very important tool to expand our ability to protect more 
land in the Diablo Wilderness for years to come. Not only will 
these future landowners live in the quiet and natural splendor 
of Mount Diablo, but they will also be supporting SMD’s time 
sensitive land conservation mission.

Protecting More Land: Expanded Conservation Buyer Program Launches
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Save Mount Diablo’s Marsh Creek 2 Property
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Visit SaveMountDiablo.org  
to learn more about our  

Conservation Buyer Program and  
view current property listings. 



5Preserve    Defend    Restore    Enjoy

Protecting More Land: Expanded Conservation Buyer Program Launches
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Over the course of her numerous bushwhacking and scree 
surfing botanical expeditions as a graduate student in the late 
1930’s, SMD’s co-founder Dr. Mary Bowerman recognized 

the importance of preserving and stewarding Mount Diablo’s 
ecological treasures. Since her first visits, Mount Diablo State 
Park has grown from 631 acres to 20,000 and now hosts over half 
a million visitors annually.  The state park requires significant 
land stewardship 
efforts. In 
response to 
the State Park’s 
current needs, 
backlog of 
projects and 
limited budget, 
SMD decided 
to help fund a 
Field Projects 
Volunteer 
Coordinator 
position this 
year to help 
existing staff 
with stewardship 
and maintenance 
work at  
Mt. Diablo  
State Park.

As the Curry Canyon Ranch manager I can attest to the 
incredible value of engaged volunteers. Having a coordinator in 
place to help facilitate these activities is extremely important in 
running a healthy stewardship program. I am excited about the 
opportunity to work closely with State Park staff on identifying 
collaborative projects on the four properties where we share 

common boundaries, especially as we look to transfer some of 
our lands to the state park in the coming years. 

One of the great things about the Field Projects Volunteer 
Coordinator is that they will enable the State Park to make 
amazing restoration, trail work and cleanup projects available to 
a wider and more diverse cross section of the community. These 
offerings will supplement the inspiring work done by Mount 
Diablo Interpretive Association, the East Bay Trail Dogs and 
current Mt. Diablo State Park volunteers.

I am optimistic that the role will be transformative both from a 
volunteer engagement and a stewardship perspective because it 
is set up to address the administrative and planning hurdles as 
well as the field coordination component. I foresee this position 
reducing barriers for people of all ages and backgrounds to build 
a relationship and connection with the Mountain much like Dr. 
Bowerman did as a pioneer female botanist of her time.  After 
this initial pilot year, it is our hope that Mt. Diablo State Park 
will see the full value of this position so state parks will fund it  
moving forward. 

Castle Rock MDSP
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By George Phillips 
Land Programs Manager 

Save Mount Diablo
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SMD Funds New Position for State Park 
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Introducing Silas Ellison,  
Field Projects Volunteer 

Coordinator for MDSP! A recent 
Master’s degree in Biology with 
extensive volunteer experience 
makes him the perfect match  

for the job!



6 Save  Mount  Diablo

Save Mount Diablo’s 2016 Bioblitz

Curiosity shapes the world around us. Science is the pursuit 
of comprehension, driven by observation and intrigue. Boiled 
down to its most basic components, science is a guess and check 
approach to the unknown. You have probably used it in the 
classroom, in deciding to jump in a pool, or in determining if 
your milk has spoiled. 

The spectrum of scientific practice, from traditional academia 
to daily human inquisitiveness, all share this common thread of 
understanding. Science touches us all and the application of new 
knowledge can drastically impact human life: cures have been 
discovered for many diseases, agricultural production has risen 
to meet the needs of growing populations, and new forms of 
communication and information sharing have been developed, 
just to give a few examples. It is through this scientific method, 
at all levels of inquiry that we as individuals, communities, and 
societies gain knowledge and advance as a species. 

I am appreciative of the human affinity for analysis, especially in 
the realms of ecology and stewardship. A scientific approach to 
landscape scale management allows for better decision-making.  
“Better”, of course, is subjective in nature, but I have a clear 
bias towards land conservation. The desire to understand what 
we need to protect has given rise to this conservation ethos, 
prompting legislation in support of the most sensitive species 
and resources.  Save Mount Diablo is no stranger to this ethos, 
actively demonstrating the value of land conservation and the 
protection of threatened and endangered species, wildlife  

corridors, and water resources in Contra Costa County  
and beyond.

In an effort to promote scientifically informed resource related 
decisions, and in memory of our co-founder, Mary Bowerman, 
the Dr. Mary L. Bowerman Science and Research Program 
was initiated in 2013.  The program has supported three 
investigations of the Morgan Fire footprint and has funded a 
number of research projects in the Diablo Range, all helping 
to increase our collective understanding of local ecology.  The 
program offers small grants of up to $1,000 but what is more 
valuable, according to 2015 grant awardee, Dr. David Hutton, 
is that “the Mary Bowerman Science and Research Program 
provides credibility to research applications for projects in Mount 
Diablo State Park and the East Bay Regional Park District.  The 
support from Save Mount Diablo facilitates access to more 
remote and poorly understood regions of our shared open space.” 

Hutton, for example, is currently exploring the diversity 
of non-vascular plants in the Diablo Range, including 
mosses, liverworts, and hornworts, commonly referred to as 
“bryophytes”.  This project, funded by the Mary Bowerman 
Science and Research Program, has already resulted in the 
discovery of species with no previous record in Mount Diablo 
State Park.  David and his colleagues are filling gaps in local 
floristic knowledge, contributing to the understanding of our 
dynamic mountain and its surrounding foothills.
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Not only is science painting a more robust picture of Mount 
Diablo State Park, Save Mount Diablo is also benefiting from 
research projects on our flagship Curry Canyon Ranch property. 
Two projects, 
funded in 2015, are 
examining Curry 
Creek.  In particular, 
Roxanne Hulme-
Foss is studying 
grazing impacts to the 
riparian corridor and 
Dr. Patina Mendez 
and her research 
associate, Casey 
Hubble, are examining 
the diversity of 
invertebrates in the 
water channel.  Both 
research approaches 
will inform 
stewardship decision 
making and help 
manage for optimal 
creek conditions.

Cattle can be used as an effective landscape management tool 
but when applied to riparian corridors, grazing pressure can have 
adverse effects on wildlife habitat, water quality, and erosion.  
Roxanne’s study was designed to reveal the differences between 
historically ungrazed sections of Curry Creek in Mount Diablo 
State Park and grazed 
areas of Curry Creek on 
Curry Canyon Ranch. 

Using photos, point 
intercept, line intercept, 
and belt transect 
monitoring techniques, 
Roxanne focused on 
differences between 
bare ground cover, 
native herbaceous 
species, and woody 
overstory vegetation.  
By documenting a clear 
difference in ground 
cover percentage in the 
grazed sections of Curry 
Creek, the timing and 

duration of grazing in the valley of Curry Canyon Ranch could 
be influenced by the results of this study.

Patina and Casey are contributing to the baseline biological 
inventory of Curry Canyon Ranch with their study of 
invertebrate diversity in Curry Creek. Utilizing light traps 
to collect specimens, composition will be used to determine 
changes in stream health.  Insect orders found from May through 
November include Plecoptera (stoneflies), Hemiptera (true bugs), 
Magaloptera (alderflies), Coleoptera (beetles), and Trichoptera 
(railflies), with the last order having the highest species richness 
in the stream channel.

Whether we are attempting to understand the dynamics of Curry 
Creek or navigating the intricacies of climate change, medicine, 
or politics, the guess and check method will continue to 
strengthen our collective knowledge. Save Mount Diablo strives 
to support the inquisitive with property outings, citizen science 
events, and small grants for research projects.  We need to 
continue our observations of the world around us and continue 
to ask questions. Science is an inclusive, ongoing process, and as 
human curiosity never ceases, there exists 
the capacity for us all to participate in the 
scientific method. 

2016 Bioblitz: The Final Morgan Fire Footprint Investigation
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Mary Bowerman, 1932.  
Collecting samples from the mountain.

By Jim Cartan 
Stewardship & Outreach Coordinator 

Save Mount Diablo
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Protecting a national-park sized wilderness around Mount 
Diablo requires a huge community of folks working together over 
a long period of time. And yet land conservation is comprised 
of a series of single, often personal, victories. For one of our 
local heroes, Brian Kruse, 
conservation became personal 
when his family’s ranch was 
targeted by the county for 
a landfill. Brian’s family 
bought Cakebread Ranch 
in 1898 after losing work 
as weavers in England and 
moving to the United States. 
The family remains on the 
ranch today and credit for that 
goes to Brian. We lost Brian 
in February of this year but 
the work he did in his own 
backyard to protect the land 
he loved will last forever. 

At the celebration of Brian’s life, family and friends sang about his 
deep roots in the east side of Mount Diablo. Cakebread Ranch, 
more than 600 acres spreading south along Marsh Creek near 
Round Valley, is the kind of place where the light becomes magic 
late in the day and clouds seem within reach from the top of a hill.  
Brian knew that the foothills and creeks that make up East Contra 
Costa are as vulnerable as they are spectacular and he worked in 
his soft spoken way to keep them safe. 

Brian was first involved with Save Mount Diablo in the 1980s 
when he led the charge to oppose a new garbage landfill at 
proposed sites that included not only his family’s ranch but also 
Round Valley.  Brian’s grandfather handed him twenty dollars 
and told him to go stop the dump. It took eight years but by the 
time he was done, Brian and his compatriots had not only stopped 
plans for the landfill on his family’s property but also helped a 
neighbor facing the same fate.  Round Valley’s owner, Jim Murphy, 
was so incensed by the proposal to make his family’s beloved 
Round Valley a dump that he sold the property to East Bay 
Regional Park District for a new preserve.  

Brian helped to broker the deal between the reclusive Murphy 
and Park District staff. Distrustful of government, Murphy found 
himself facing condemnation on one side or a deal with a public 
agency on the other. Having another property owner involved in 
establishing the relationship with park district staff opened the 
door for Murphy to choose to do something that is so hard for 
every land owner—decide to sell. Brian didn’t hear from Murphy 

again after he helped out, as was Murphy’s style, but there is no 
doubt that Brian provided added credibility to the deal and Round 
Valley remains stunningly beautiful for all to enjoy. 

In the late 1980’s Brian kept with the theme and 
continued to lead opposition to a third landfill site 
that actually was approved, a canyon that became 
known as “Marsh Canyon” between Cakebread 
Ranch and Round Valley. By this point Brian was 
a seasoned defender of land targeted to become 
a dump and he joined forces with SMD to craft a 
ballot measure to protect the area by extolling the 
grandeur of the canyon, to the frustration of project 
proponents. The ballot measure did not pass and 
“Marsh Canyon landfill” was approved by the Board 
of Supervisors along with Keller Canyon above 
Pittsburg.  But the public outcry and continuing 
resistance led to a lawsuit and the Marsh Canyon 
approval was overturned. “We won,” said SMD’s 
Seth Adams, “It wouldn’t have happened without 
Brian’s leadership.”

Brian served as a member of the Save Mount Diablo Board of 
Directors from 2010-2013 and continued as a member of our 
Land Committee until the time of his passing in February. He 
was deeply involved, for example, in our successful defense of 
Brentwood’s Urban Limit Line in 2010, helping to defeat Measure 
F.  He aided and cheered on each new acquisition until the 70 mile 
ring of open space connecting Round Valley to Black Diamond 
Mines was complete.  Malcolm Sproul, Land Committee Chair, 
valued Brian because, “He provided the perspective of an east 
county property owner and helped to keep our land use advocacy 
connected to the people and places impacted most.” 

We thank Brian for his advocacy and will honor his memory by 
continuing to protect the places he held dear, where he and his 
family grew deep roots.

Brian Kruse: Save Mount Diablo Remembers  
One of Our Local Conservation Heroes
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Be sure to check out the Round Valley audible 
guide at www.audiblemountdiablo.com

By Meredith Hendricks
Land Programs Director 

Save Mount Diablo
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MY MounT DiaBlo 
 
The first time I saw Mount Diablo I was a student at 
Berkeley, helping deliver furniture to a home in Lafayette. 
It was 1970. As we traveled Highway 24 and neared our 
exit, the mountain suddenly appeared — an immense, 
serene presence. I couldn’t believe that something so 
beautiful, and relatively untouched existed just over the 
hills from my Berkeley apartment. That was the beginning 
of a life-long relationship.

Since moving to the Walnut Creek area in the early ‘70’s, 
the mountain has been a daily part of my life, quietly 
present in the background wherever I go. I see it from 
shopping center parking lots; driving along 680; and from 
the open space behind my neighborhood. Everywhere, 
this magnificent silent presence.

Over the years the mountain has been a comforting 
beacon guiding our family home as we return from trips 
to Southern California. Countless times, coming up I-5 in 
the Central Valley, Mount Diablo’s silhouette in the faint 
light of the setting sun has lifted our spirits. Not much 
longer and we’ll be home. 

It’s the same experience heading home, east on Highway 
37 after a week of camping on the coast, happily getting 
the first glimpse of our old friend in the distance across 
the Bay. It’s always there, always mysterious, always 
welcoming.

In the 45 years since I first saw Mount Diablo, I haven’t 
been on it much, never felt the need. Knowing that it’s 
there is what really matters to me. 

Recently I retired, and began looking for volunteer 
opportunities. Devoting time to Save Mount Diablo was 
an obvious choice. It brought me onto the mountain, 
engaging with others in the hard work required to help 
heal and preserve critical wildlife habitat, while creating 
recreational opportunities for all who care to come.  

By Gary Summers, Volunteer 
Gary began volunteering with Save 
Mount Diablo two years ago after 
retiring from a 40-plus year career 
in government and public relations. 
He lives in Walnut Creek with his 
wife Elena, where they enjoy hiking, 
kayaking, beach camping with their  
dog Roxie, and traveling. 

MiD-Year aPPeal 
 
Chances are you live in close proximity to Mount 
Diablo and have special connections to the mountain.  
For those of us in the Bay Area, in particular, the 
mountain is a ubiquitous part of the landscape. Mount 
Diablo is such a defining feature of our community that 
we sometimes forget how thoroughly it is integrated 
into our lives. We see it every day and take for granted 
its proud mantle of green and gold, its changing faces 
and colors, and the multitude of fellow creatures 
sheltered within its hills, trees, creeks, and canyons.  

But Mount Diablo offers so much more than a stunning 
view.  The mountain is a vital part of keeping our 
community healthy. The mountain provides spectacular 
wildflowers, dense vegetation sheltering wildlife, fresh 
water for plants and animals, oxygen for the very air 
we breathe, and boundless recreational opportunities 
to help keep our bodies and our spirits fit.  When 
we connect with the mountain, when we foster the 
bond between ourselves and the natural world at our 
doorstep, the health and well-being of our community 
is made stronger and more vibrant.  

Save Mount Diablo offers many opportunities for 
communing with the mountain, ourselves, and the 
natural lands, flora, and fauna that make up its unique 
ecosystem.  For example, our volunteer stewards, a 
dedicated and hardworking group, commit hours upon 
hours of their time to care for the land Save Mount 

Diablo oversees.  From removing invasive plant species 
to repairing fence lines, this hearty cadre of individuals 
gives so much of themselves. They will tell you that the 
time they spend on the mountain is one of the most 
rewarding and energizing ways that they have found to 
“give back” to the community. 

Actually being with the mountain requires a decision 
to go there.  Once there, a visitor transforms into an 
engaged member of the Diablo community. When we 
do this collectively, with friends or family or even a 
random bevy of like-minded hikers, we form a new 
group identity touched and nourished by the mountain.  
Experience this magic often enough, and the question 
begins to form, “What can we do for the mountain?” 
Indeed, this is the sense of mutual care that marks 
every healthy community.

Today, we invite you to make the most generous gift 
you are able to Save Mount Diablo so that we can 
continue to protect, restore, defend, and enjoy the awe-
inspiring Diablo wilderness.  Your contribution will 
be put to good use immediately.  We have, with your 
help, permanently protected thousands of acres of land.  
But, as a community, there is much more that must be 
done.  Another roughly 70,000 acres is still threatened 
by development.  Please join us in doing all that you can 
to ensure that we have a healthy, vibrant community 
caring for the future of Mount Diablo for generations 
to come.  For now.  Forever.  
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Save Mount Diablo began just as many land trusts do; with a 
concern for the impact of growth and development on an area 
or a natural feature.  In our area, that natural feature was Mount 
Diablo.  The public perception is that all of Mount Diablo and its 
foothills are included in the State Park.  Unfortunately, that is not 
the case. 

We began in 1971, with a group of representatives from city 
recreation commissions, hiking, biking, horsemen’s clubs, an 
archery club, the AAUW, the Sierra Club, the Contra Costa Park 
Council and others.  Many hours were spent around kitchen 
tables discussing development applications and how to raise funds 
to spur acquisition.  Over the years, staff have been hired and 
Board members have assisted SMD’s evolution as an increasingly 
successful and professional community organization.  We are 
proud of our achievements over the last 44 years! 
We have been mindful of our organization’s processes and 
procedures.  We knew however, that many governing and grant 

funding agencies were looking more closely at land trusts’ business 
practices. We are a member of the national Land Trust Alliance, 
which first pioneered Standards and Practices, and then a national 
accreditation program to help make sure preserved land would 
be protected forever, by organizations with solid finances and 
increasingly effective procedures.   
 
Overseen by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, the 
process of accreditation is very important for the land trust 
movement.  Accreditation affords organizations the opportunity 
to review their policies and procedures and to implement those 
that will assist the organization to be even more effective.  
Being accredited helps a land trust stand out and to ensure to 
landowners, funders, and supporters that the organization is 
strong and can be trusted to conserve land in perpetuity.  This is 
the dream of our founders.   

In the Spring of 2013, our Board reviewed the requirements and 
agreed that we should pursue accreditation.  The process was 
rigorous!  Our staff, board members and volunteers read, wrote, 
and reviewed our policies and procedures to ensure our standards 
and practices and capacity meet the national quality standards.  We 
spent over 1000 hours to prepare and complete the pre-application 
and application.  We assembled eight, 3” wide 3-ring binders with 
our documentation and examples.  We read, re-read and read some 
more before we sent in our application in May 2015.  In September 
of 2015, we had a conference call with the Accreditation 
Commission to review their questions.  In December of 2015, we 
provided further documentation.  We waited (somewhat patiently) 
for the call in February 2016 from the Accreditation Commission 
to advise that we were successful in our quest to obtain National 
Accreditation!  
 
Our Executive Director, Ted Clement, will walk across the stage 
at the Land Trust Alliance Rally in October to receive our award. 
It will be a continuation of our striving for excellence and public 
accountability and it will allow us to build our capacity to preserve, 
defend, restore and enjoy land for  
future generations!

Mount Diablo from Lime Ridge Open Space

A
l J

oh
ns

on

Accreditation Success!
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By Nicole Murphy 
Executive Assistant 
Save Mount Diablo

“My dream is that the whole of Mount 
Diablo, including its foothills, will remain 
open space…that the visual and natural 

integrity will be sustained.”  
Dr. Mary L. Bowerman
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This is so important in our modern society because we are 
seeing so many people, especially children, get further and 
further from nature due to technology and other social 
pressures to the point where physicians and others are 
concerned about things such as “Nature-Deficit Disorder” in 
people.  A broader societal shift back to nature will also help 
ensure that our great legal tools used to protect nature are not 
eventually overturned by a modern society largely disconnected 
from the natural world.

5. now that you and your family have been living in 
the area for a while, tell me about some of  your recent 
outdoor experiences here.

Since starting my job here in November 2015, my family 
and I have really enjoyed exploring numerous natural areas 
and trails here: Mount Diablo State Park (Mary Bowerman 
Trail, Falls Trail Loop, Mitchell Canyon Nature Trail, Wall 
Point – Pine Canyon Loop, Castle Rock, etc.);  Round 
Valley Regional Preserve; Yosemite National Park; Muir 
Woods National Monument; Mount Tamalpais State Park; 
John Muir National Historic Site; Point Reyes National 
Seashore; etc.  Almost every weekend, we are doing at least 
one or two hikes and feeling so grateful to be living here 
and being part of  the conservation of  this incredible place.

6. What is SMD’s role in supporting a healthy and 
vibrant community?

We are all a part of  nature and thus depend on a healthy 
environment for our long-term well-being.  Human 
systems (economies, health, housing, education, etc.) rest 
and rely upon the land.  The land is literally a critical 
foundation for us, and if  that foundation is shaky, 
depleted, polluted and damaged our communities suffer 
as we are all interconnected.  Thus, as a land conservation 
organization, SMD has a huge role to play in protecting and 
supporting that foundation to support healthy and vibrant 
communities in our area. 

7. How do you see partnering with other organizations?

As land is a foundation for our communities, it is very 
important that we be able to partner with a diverse array of  
organization and agencies.  Land conservation can also be 
very complex and expensive.  Thus, I believe a respectful 
and partnership approach to land conservation is critical for 
success.  
 
Land is the foundation for our community but our work 
doesn’t take place in a vacuum.  By partnering with a diverse 
array of  organizations and agencies, by helping them to achieve 
their goals, whether environmental, educational, health, or a 
vibrant economy, for example—we gain their help in achieving 
and amplifying our own land preservation goals. 
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View from Green Ranch Road at Mount Diablo State Park
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Thank You to our 2015 Moonlight on the Mountain & Partner Sponsors!
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Events

Event Sponsor

Mt. Diablo Recycling  
reduce • reuse • recycle • respect • recover

A Garaventa Company

Charla Gabert 
& 

David Frane

Jeanne 
Thomas

Bob 
& Joan 
Marx
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COMPANY

M
Gagen

    Attorneys at Law

Minuteman
Press
Lafayette

www.customalloy.com

Four Days Diablo 2016
Hikers joined us for a “gently roughing it” tour of the Diablo wilderness. Experts guided the group along the Diablo Trail by day and gourmet dinners prepared on-
site by local chefs awaited them each night.
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Individual Sponsors:
Jim & Betty Felton

Scott & Claudia Hein
Loan Dorst, Yoga Instructor 

Jim & Bette  
Felton

Central Labor 
Council of 

Contra Costa  
County

Mike & Molly 
Hendry
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Reflection of Tributes Received July 1st - December 31st, 2015.
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Tributes

In Honor of 
Seth Adams 
 Vivian Clayton 
 Adrienne Galvin 
Seth Adams & Aaron Chabot 
Wedding 
 Scott & Claudia Hein
 Paul D. Paton
 Cary Stevens &  
      Allen Green
Beryl Anderson
 David Ogden &  
      Sandy Biagi
Greg Bartow
 Anonymous 
Burt Bassler’s 80th birthday
 Bonnie Bassler
Ron Brown & His Retirement 
 Anonymous  
 Elizabeth &  
      Patrick Callahan
 Frances Coburn
 Susan Fairclough
 Richard & Jean Frankel
 Charla Gabert &  
      David Frane
 Ve Davis
 Tim & Diana Haslam
 Mary P. Hicks
 Steve Kaplan
 Julian L. Kaufman
 Laura Mercier
 Ariadne Prater &  
      Mitchell Allen
 Jeanne Thomas
 Tom & Lynn Trowbridge
 Robert &  
      Marci Waldman
 Sharon A. Walters
 Stu & Kim Weinstein
 Phillip &  
      Beverly Winslow
 Herbert & Margaret Eder
 Lawrence E. Ferri
 Jeffrey Gilman &  
      Carol Reif
 Kathleen &  
      Richard Marshall
 John Michels
 Ivy S. Morrison
 Richard & Rayna Ravitz
Bob & Lynn Campbell’s Wedding on 
on Mount Diablo
 Greg & Susan Abel
 Muriel Amsden
 Andrew Campbell
 Steve & Leesa Danziger
 Kelly Fernbacher
 Sue & Jim Hager
 Katherine W. Hill
 Jim & Bridget Hinchliffe
 James S. Leabeater
 Candace & Greg Morton
 Tom O’Brien
 Claire Phillips
 John & Nancy Watkins
 Cathie & Doug Barrows
Keith & Josephine Chang
 Ron & Rebecca Yee
Adam Chavez
 David E. Chavez 
 
 

Ted Clement
 David Ogden &  
 Sandy Biagi
CoCo Hikers
 Vicki & Tom Flickinger
Velia Davis
 Ve Davis
 Christine Schmidt
Karoline Doberenz 
 Jeanne Thomas 
Marcia & Greg Eiler
 Carol Gegner
Mia
 Joan Ernst
Jaime Escalante
 Terrie Arnold
Richard & Betty Falck
 Paul & Kendra Brown
Naffie & Philip Fischbacher
 Philip Fischbacher
John Adams & Thomas Florine  
 Hans, Jacki and Fiona 
Charla Gabert
 Anonymous
Sue & Phil Grover
 Anonymous
The Hanna Daymond Family
 Elizabeth Daymond 
Joann & Michael Hansen
 Jenifer Fricke
 Cynthia Lewis
Scott & Claudia Hein
 Michael & Jane Larkin
Pearl Harbor Survivor Wm 
Marlow Hicks 
 Mary P. Hicks 
Bob & Barbara Hill
 Anthony D. Hill
Greg Hunter
 Cynthia & David Bogolub
Sandy & Gary Johnson
 Mike & Jamie Ney
 Cameron &  
      Barbara Ward 
Kaiser W.C. Imaging Staff
 Leslie Servin
Monty & Lesley Kong
 Janine E. Senior
Kiamara Ludwig
 Maureen Kennedy &   
      Konrad Alt
James Magas
 Evelyn & Larry Magas
Jackie Maguire
 William &  
      Jacqueline Maguire
Judith McCall
 Antonio &  
      Theresa Ruscitti
Linda & Malcolm Mendelson 50th             
Wedding Anniversary
 Anonymous
 Margalit A. Ir
 Henry D. Slatoff
Amara Morrison
 Nancy Scott
Mount Diablo Challenge  
2015 Winners
 CA Technologies
Father Paulson Mundanmani’s          
25th Jubilee
 Kim & Catherine   
      Schneider
 

Carl Nielson, Retiring Mt. Diablo          
State Park Ranger
 Richard & Judith Probert
Carol Olmert
 Milford & Linda   
      Waldroup
Nick Orum
 Adam & Robin Mayer
Pearl Harbor Survivors
 Lavern Fleming
Susan Pynn
 Craig & Susan Pynn
Niki
 Anonymous
Nathan Robbins
 Judith A. Robbins
Kevin Sawchuck’s 300th   
Assent/100,000 Miles Ran 
 David Nix
Christine Sharrock
 Nicholas Sharrock
Ronald E. Smith
 James H. Smith
 Richard & Rayna Ravitz 
Donald Soule & Family
 Jane & Bill Collett
 Aline Soules 
Peg Steunenberg
 Brenda & David Davis
Katie & Matt Thau’s Wedding
 Timothy Leach
David Theis
 Jacqueline & Paul Royce
The Tingey Children
 Tanner & Amy Tingey
Franklin Varenchik
 Geoffrey D. Kimball
Laura K. Vonnegut
 Lisa L. Sernett
David Waal
 David & Laura Waal
Stephen Yee
 Ron & Rebecca Yee
David Zippin & Matthias   
Kowalsky’s Wedding
 Frank Kelly & Alan   
           Stewart
 Pamela Elisheva
 
In Memory of
Ralph H. & H. Elaine Anderson
 David &  
      Sandra Anderson 
Brendon Armstrong
 Robert Chance Family
 Carol & Brad Hoy 
Paul Baxter
 Carol Baxter 
Barbara Bentley
 Marilyn & Daniel Smith 
Arvin Bolen
 Barbara K. Hayworth 
John Bonoon
 Birgit & Edward Pearson 
James Calvin Bradt
 Sonja Wilkin 
Dorcy Burchell
 Karoline Doberenz 
James P. Butler, Jr.
 Carolyn Butler 
John Byrne
 Michele Lasagna &  
      Gail Faber 

 
John Camp
 Leslie de Boer &  
      Ronald Wichmann 
Sharon Carroll 
 Debby Evans 
Cora & Bruce Chamberlin 
 Jerry & Becky Foott 
Stacy D. Clark 
 Richard Carter 
Raymond Cloutiér 
 Francine Cloutier 
Gene S. Coburn, M.D. 
 Marje & Stephan   
      Schuetze-Coburn 
Bob Coccodrilli 
 William Barber &  
      Chloe Laube 
Bill & Rose Connors
 Barbara J. Ageno 
Blane Cook 
 Karen  A. Carr 
Phil Cullen 
 Jennifer Cullen 
Scott Dinsmore 
 Friends & Yoga   
      Community 
Scott Dowd 
 Tedd J. Dowd 
Marcy Dubow 
 Jessica Dubow 
Anna Louise Ferri 
 Lawrence E. Ferri 
Gracy Floyd 
 Anonymous
Katherine Villeneuve Forbes
 Jeanne & William Ryan 
Bill Fortner
 Patricia Draper
Marian Fraser
 Bruce & Ellen Fraser
Lynn Gadberry
 MacKenzie Garcia
 Brittany Silva
 Debbie Toth
Howard Garnick
 Mary Louise &  
      Bruce Wilson
Jeanne Gelwicks
 Steven & Elizabeth   
           Dietsch
Stella Blue Grant
 Katy Grant
Larry Hanson
 Tom & Cora Wright
Sara “Sally” Hartwell
 Manfred & Bernice   
           Lindner
Jean P. Hauser
 Barbara Hauser
Thorne & Virginia Holmes
 Carolyn H. Payne
Vic & Nel Ives
 Anonymous
James “Jim” Jelter
 Alan Doyle
 Steve Gelsi
 Julie Sharp 
Toby T. Johnson
 Donald &  
      Carole Johnson 
John Joseph Kesselring,Pearl Harbor  
Survivor 
 Susan & Bruce Cogan

 
Charles King
 Jeanette Hurwitz
Jennie Lessmann
 Walter Lessmann
Diana Mace Cochran
 Terese &  
      Doyle Dixon 
Peggy Mahler
 Barbara Mahler
Thelma Meister
 Doryce R. Partridge
Henry Moises
 Louise Moises
Janet Montes
 Terry &  
      Glenn Gonzalez
Jim & Ann Neff
 Paul &  
      Julie Lundstedt 
Barbara Nesbit & Vallorrie 
Nesbit-Parker
 Jodi Nesbit-Mulder 
Sue O’Reilly  
 Lisa & Christopher   
           Durand 
Diana Bunting & Modesto Piazza 
 Erin & Peter Beck
Clyde Pitchford
 Suzanne Pitchford
George Prall
 Steven Raymond
Michael Preisler
 David & Sandra   
           Anderson
Queenie
 Alise & John   
           Bamforth
John Raventos
 Patricia Donegan &   
           Children 
Dr. Dan & Barbara Reid
 Cavett Robert
Gary Rogers
 Anonymous
Ann Ryan & Gus Haro
 Joe & Susan Ryan
Mary Schroter
 Joan Cole
Lois Sheryl Siler
 Ann Marie         
      Holzhueter
Sam Smoker
 Brian & Kara  
      Douglas
Hanna Sveen
 Kermit Sveen
Howard Thomas
 Judy Canright
Doug Tompkins
 Read & George  
      Phillips
Helena & Kazimierz Urbaniak
 Ryszard Urbaniak
Jason Patrick Ward
 Gail Kyono
 
We have made every effort to spell  
names accurately.  If your name or 
donation has not been recorded  
correctly or was mistakenly omitted,  
we offer our apologies and ask that  
you please contact us so that we  
can amend our records.
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Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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You are cordially invited to our unique 45th anniversary celebration  
benefiting our work to preserve, defend and restore the Diablo wilderness.

September 10th, 2016 
4 o’clock to 10 o’clock in the evening 

 
Tickets and more information available online at www.SaveMountDiablo.org. 

Or call 925.947.3535 to reserve your seats!
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2016
Moonlight on the Mountain

Sponsors:  
Bishop Ranch | Sunset Development 

Concord Feed 
Jeanne Thomas 

Beets Hospitality Group 
CSAA Insurance Group 

Bedell Frazier Investment Counselling, LLC  
East Bay Regional Park District 

Pacific Coast Carpet 
Engeo, Inc.  

Tom Steyer & Kat Taylor 
RecycleSmart 

Diablo Co-Sponsors:

Media Sponsor:
 
 

Blackhawk—
Nunn


