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Dear Supporters,
This year, the United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres
announced our Earth has entered a “red alert” phase and is on “the verge
of the abyss” with the climate crisis. He stated that “Mother Nature is not
waiting” for our business-as-usual approach to change as the past decade
was the hottest on record with the world continuing to see rising sea-levels, scorching temperatures, epic wildfires like those in California, melting
glaciers, and devastating tropical cyclones.
Thanks to you and your support you are helping Save Mount Diablo up
its game beyond business-as-usual so that together we can think globally
and better act locally to address this threat.
Save Mount Diablo recently completed an organization-wide Climate
Action Plan (CAP) to guide us over the coming years. It includes chapters
on how we must adjust and improve our advocacy and policy work, our
education programs, our finance work, our land acquisition efforts, our
organizational carbon footprint, and our stewardship work.
Our CAP describes actions that we will take over the coming years
to significantly reduce our organizational carbon footprint, increase our
communities’ love of nature and awareness and actions on the climate
crisis, improve the carbon storage and sequestration rate of lands owned
and managed by us, be more socially responsible with our investments, and
make more strategic acquisitions that help promote connectivity and resiliency of Mount Diablo and its sustaining Diablo Range. You will learn more
about our climate actions your support is making possible in this Diablo Watch.
We know land conservation offers multiple benefits for the climate.
For example, it not only helps absorb greenhouse gases, it also prevents
significant greenhouse gas emissions that would result from development—
including deforestation, construction, and the additional driving required
by poorly planned growth.
Thank you for supporting our work at this critical time!

THANKS TO YOU

In this issue
Save Mount Diablo Earns
National Recognition

1

Land Advocacy and the
Climate Crisis

2

Why Acquiring Land Is Key in
Alleviating the Climate Crisis

3

Connect, Educate, Serve,
and Diversify to Better
Address the Climate Crisis

4

How We’re Addressing
Climate in Our Stewardship

6

Back to the Wild

7

Taking Action on Climate
through Our Finances

7

Panoche: One of the Most
Important Sanctuaries of
Endangered Wildlife

8
12

Giving Back to the Mountain

13

Moonlight on the Mountain
—20 Years

14

Tribute and Memorial Gifts

16

PHOTO: SCOTT HEIN

Strong Commitment to Public Trust and
Conservation Excellence
By Ted Clement

In August, Save Mount Diablo earned an important

Reducing Our Carbon
Footprint

ON THE COVER :
Layla cradles a blue oak seedling
at Wright Canyon. Bringing people
into the outdoors to build a love
for nature is one of our strategies
to address the climate crisis.

Save Mount Diablo
Earns National
Recognition

recognition and distinction, receiving its renewed national land
trust accreditation award—something only a minority of our
country’s nonprofit land trusts have achieved.
THIS AWARD, which is good for five years, proves again that Save Mount
Diablo is committed to professional excellence and to maintaining the
public’s trust in its land conservation work. Save Mount Diablo first
earned national accreditation in 2016.
Save Mount Diablo provided extensive documentation and was subject
to a comprehensive third-party evaluation by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission prior to achieving this distinction.
“It is exciting to recognize Save Mount Diablo’s continued commitment
to national standards by renewing this national mark of distinction,” said
Melissa Kalvestrand, Executive Director of the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission. “Donors and partners can trust the more than 450 accredited land trusts across the country are united behind strong standards and
have demonstrated sound finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance, and lasting stewardship.”
Save Mount Diablo understands we need strong land trusts addressing
the climate crisis and documented mass species extinction event, so we
continue to strive for organizational excellence. •

PHOTO BY: STEPHEN JOSEPH

DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2021

1

Land Advocacy:

A Major Tool in Addressing the Climate Crisis
By Juan Pablo Galván Martínez

TEN YEARS AGO, who would have
thought that easily breathable air and
clear views of Mount Diablo would
become unreliable in late summer
and fall? Yet due in large part to the
intensifying, accelerating effects of
human-caused climate change, this is
what has happened.
This is the new normal. Unless
massive, transformational change at
all levels of society occurs over the
next decade, it is only the beginning.

Save Mount Diablo’s Climate
Action Plan

In response to the global climate
catastrophe, Save Mount Diablo has
prepared and put into action a Climate
Action Plan.
It consists of objectives, actions,
and outcomes that will significantly
reduce the greenhouse gas emissions
caused by Save Mount Diablo activities. It will also increase our communities’ awareness and actions on the
climate crisis, our overall strategic
response to the climate crisis, and the
carbon storage and sequestration rate
of the lands we own and manage.
Over the next three years, we will
take great strides in combatting the
2
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climate crisis by continuing our advocacy and launching new initiatives.

Tassajara Valley

After decades of work, our support
of the conservation benefits of the
Tassajara Parks project in the Tassajara Valley east of Danville and the
creation of an agricultural preserve
has won approval of this project by
the Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors.
Now a green wall of more than 700
acres of formally protected land will
block development on the Tassajara
Valley’s west side. Plus, thousands of
acres throughout the valley will have
increased protection under the agricultural preserve agreement.
The climate benefits of this win
include locking up carbon in agricultural land by discouraging its
conversion to urban uses, formal
protection of land where the threat of
development is greatest, and focusing
development inward where it is most
appropriate and causes less emissions.

Pittsburg’s Hills

Earlier this year, we filed a lawsuit
challenging the Pittsburg City Coun-

cil’s approval of the hill-topping, scenery-degrading Faria project, proposed
by Seeno companies.
Faria would expand Pittsburg's
city limits and development footprint
outward, up and on top of the hills.
It would build 1,600 houses over 600
acres. It would dramatically increase
car travel, greenhouse gas emissions,
and traffic. It would destroy rare
wildlife habitat and impact the new
Thurgood Marshall Regional Park,
right next door on the Concord side.

Concord Naval Weapons Station

Speaking of Concord, in late August,
the majority of the Concord City
Council selected Seeno companies and
their partners as the Master Developer of the massive 13,000-house,
2,300-acre Concord Naval Weapons
Station reuse project.
This vote puts climate change
issues, sustainable and transit-oriented development principles, parks
and green space, mitigation land, and
the whole range of community benefits we and allies won agreements on
a decade ago under serious threat. We
are working with the community and
allies on next steps. •
PHOTO BY: GEORGE PHILLIPS

Why Land Acquisition Is an
Important Solution in Alleviating
Climate Change
Carbon Sequestration, Migration Corridors, and
Protection from Development
By Sean Burke

FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS, Save Mount

Diablo has been preserving habitat, wildlife, and watersheds on and
around Mount Diablo. Save Mount
Diablo and its partners have protected
more than 120,000 acres of open
space in the Mount Diablo area—
including many miles of streams, and
watersheds—in perpetuity through
land acquisition. All of this land
serves to sequester carbon, and by
virtue of protections from development and other land conversion,
prevents increasing greenhouse gas
emissions.
Save Mount Diablo strategically
researches and identifies high-priority lands for protection, often using
watersheds and aquatic habitats
as high-priority habitat features to
focus acquisition efforts. In acquiring and protecting watersheds, Save

Mount Diablo effectively expands and
strengthens wildlife corridors and
helps protect high water quality.
This approach facilitates the
continuation of natural ecological
processes and creates a high-quality
landscape for potential restoration
projects, such as native tree plantings
that increase carbon sequestration;
biodiversity; habitat connectivity; and
water, air, and soil quality.
The expansion of Save Mount Diablo’s land protection work south into the
Diablo Range will further maintain
and improve the integrity of the largescale north-south Diablo Range habitat
and wildlife movement corridor.
The success of our land acquisition
efforts has already supported and will
continue to support efforts against
catastrophic human-caused climate
change. Ongoing acquisition efforts

Acquiring land for conservation addresses the climate crisis in multiple ways, including protection of
wildlife migration corridors.
PHOTOS BY: STEVEN BOBZIEN, AL JOHNSON

by Save Mount Diablo and our partners will be in support of Governor
Newsom’s executive order on climate
action, which calls for 30 percent of
California’s land area and coastal
waters to be conserved by 2030.
Acquiring land for conservation
helps to address the climate crisis
in multiple ways. It allows natural
carbon sequestration processes to
continue. It provides opportunities
for restoration projects that increase
carbon sequestration. And it builds
and maintains wildlife corridors and
habitat that can accommodate species
and habitat range shifts caused by
climate change, and habitat loss.
It also prevents the conversion of
natural lands to uses (such as residential development) that would reduce
carbon sequestration and increase
greenhouse gas emissions.

You can help address
the climate crisis, too.
Download our

Climate Action Plan
for inspiration and ideas.

bit.ly/smdclimate

Save Mount Diablo strategically researches
lands for protection, often using watersheds and
aquatic habitats to focus acquisition efforts.
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2021
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Connect, Educate, Serve, and
Diversify to Better Address
the Climate Crisis
By Ted Clement

Students on a contemplative
solo in nature as part of Save
Mount Diablo’s Conservation
Collaboration Agreement
program with local schools.

The facts and science on climate change have been known and taught
for decades—but we have yet to resolve this very serious threat despite having
the knowledge how to do so. What’s behind this illogical place in which we find
ourselves amidst the climate crisis?
IN THINKING ABOUT THIS, Peter
Kareiva (Director of the Institute of
the Environment and Sustainability at
UCLA, as well as the Pritzker Distinguished Professor in Environment &
Sustainability, and previously Chief
Scientist and Vice President of The
Nature Conservancy) states that people
are “increasingly disconnected from
nature and as a result less likely to value
it,” a dynamic that “may well be the

4
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world’s greatest environmental threat.”
This modern disconnection from
nature has been documented in
various studies. According to a 2017
report, The Path Ahead, “Today, kids
spend less time outside than prison
inmates, with the average child playing freely outside for just four to seven
minutes a day.” This report, commissioned by the REI Co-op, notes that
the average American now spends

about 95 percent of their life indoors.
It reports that we are becoming
an “indoor species,” which comes
with consequences: “Our health and
well-being may suffer. And the less
we value our outdoor spaces, the
less likely we are to protect them.”
The findings confirm Richard Louv’s
earlier groundbreaking documentation of “nature deficit disorder” in our
young, wired generations.
PHOTO BY: AL JOHNSON

We clearly need a change in direction and new educational approach for
the climate crisis.
The education chapter of Save
Mount Diablo’s recently adopted
Climate Action Plan lays out a new
direction and approach. Per the
Climate Action Plan, our education
program is to take a “connect, educate,
and serve” approach to the climate
crisis while looking to diversify the
organization and people served
with these efforts, which builds our
strength and resiliency.
We will connect people to nature
by providing direct, meaningful, and
fun experiences in nature (for example, yoga and solos in nature). Such an
experiential approach will help build
the love of nature required to better
take care of the natural world and
climate crisis.
We then must educate our communities about the facts and science of
climate change and the critical roles
land conservation and individuals play
in mitigating climate change impacts.
Then we look to empower our
communities with service projects
and efforts where they can help
directly address climate change
(planting native trees, community
advocacy efforts, etc.).
When we love something, then
learn how it is threatened and can be
helped, and then are provided ways
to take action and serve—we become
unstoppable!

program for local schools, and one of
the educational components of the
CCA program is a contemplative solo
in nature with journaling. At least
four schools will participate in the
CCA program this year.

EDUCATE Better educate the
communities in our area about the
climate crisis and the important role
land conservation and individuals
can play in mitigating climate change
impacts. One of the ways Save Mount
Diablo is doing this is by having
experts address the climate crisis in
our Nature Heals and Inspires free
public Zoom series.
SERVE Complete important

community environmental service
projects that directly help mitigate
and address climate change. Through
Save Mount Diablo’s Diablo Restoration Team (DiRT), our volunteers
have been working on tree caging
projects to better protect young native
trees so that our lands become more
robust natural carbon sinks. The
students in our CCA program also
do service projects, and there will be
upcoming native tree planting efforts.

DIVERSIFY Help diversify Save

Mount Diablo and the types of people
served (build greater ethnic diversity,
connect with more types of outdoor
user groups, build more offerings for
different age groups like elementary
school–age students, etc.)—ultimately
resulting in a stronger and more resilient organization with broad-based
support that can better address the
climate crisis. One of the ways we are
working to diversify our organization
and the people served is through our
Discover Diablo program. We have
added bilingual Spanish-English
hikes, and other offerings like rock
climbing and mountain biking to this
free public outings program. •

Goals and Actions

CONNECT Grow people’s love for

nature through meaningful, fun, and
direct experiences in nature, which
Save Mount Diablo will provide,
thereby helping build the love and will
required to address the climate crisis
while also building support for our
work. One of the ways we are doing
this is through our Conservation
Collaboration Agreement (CCA)

PHOTOS BY: SEAN BURKE, STEVE BALLING

We’re working to diversify and strengthen our organization and the people served by adding bilingual
hikes and other outings, like mountain biking and rock climbing, to our Discover Diablo program.
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2021
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STEWARDSHIP

Managing and
Restoring Our Land
to Sequester Carbon,
Reducing Our Use of
Fossil Fuels
By Sean Burke

THE STEWARDSHIP CHAPTER of Save
Mount Diablo’s Climate Action Plan
(CAP) explains how Save Mount
Diablo can reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and increase carbon
sequestration to positively address
the climate crisis by continuing to
improve our land management techniques and stewardship practices.
Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, a combination of
burning fossil fuels, deforestation,
habitat conversion, catastrophic
wildfires, and other factors have drastically increased atmospheric greenhouse gases, negatively affecting the
Earth’s climate.
In the immediate future, the
sequestration of carbon through
natural processes on preserved lands
presents a viable, cost-effective, and
ready-to-implement option. Other
climate change–mitigation methods that relate to land stewardship
include reducing or possibly eliminating the use of fossil fuels and restoring habitat.
Many programs incorporated into
our land management already facilitate carbon sequestration, including
habitat restoration, invasive plant
removal, grazing, fire abatement, and
trash removal. Each program is being
updated with current conservation
science to increase carbon sequestration capacity.
For example, as a result of
several years of large, catastrophic
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Our stewardship volunteers and staff have so far tubed more than 260 tree seedlings. The tree tubes
protect the seedlings from being eaten or trampled. We've set a goal to plant and protect 10,000
trees and other native plants to help address the climate crisis.

wildfires resulting in back-to-back
record-breaking fire seasons in
California, the issues of prescribed
burning, natural fire regimes, and fire
suppression have garnered increased
public interest.
There is an opportunity to support
large-scale, long-term fire management policy changes that could prevent
massive greenhouse gas emissions
from wildfires by placing ecological
principles at the center of fire management rather than blanket suppression.
Although Save Mount Diablo does not
own any land suitable for large-scale
prescribed fires because of the proximity to our neighbors, we can support
prescribed burning as an organization
by joining coalitions or groups that
advocate for it.
Another mitigation tactic involves
reducing the use of gas-powered
equipment and vehicles. Many stewardship vehicles and tools run on
gasoline and emit greenhouse gases,
which means doing fire abatement
work and getting to habitat restoration sites exacerbates the climate
conditions that would cause the problems we are trying to protect against.
We can feasibly change this situation.

Already our stewardship staff,
with the help of volunteers, are
planting California native plants onto
restoration sites in the Marsh Creek
area, as well as protecting hundreds
of tree seedlings with tree tubes and
watering. The tree tubes keep the tree
seedlings from being eaten or trampled by animals.
By planting and protecting native
plants, we are helping the next
generations of nature’s air filters to
thrive and absorb carbon dioxide and
provide cleaner air and water, something we all need.
We have also begun monitoring
and diversifying our grazing regimes.
We’re utilizing rangeland management techniques like residual dry
matter (RDM) measurements, and
incorporating livestock like sheep and
goats onto properties like Dry Creek.
These approaches help reduce
fuel load, remove invasive grasses,
promote growth for California native
plants that have evolved to exist in
dry climates and with fire, allow for
further carbon sequestration into
the soil, provide wildlife habitat, and
strengthen biodiversity. •

PHOTO BY: HALEY SUTTON

Back to the Wild

By Sean Burke

Providing Nest Boxes and Habitat for Kestrels

THIS YEAR, Save Mount Diablo, with

our partners the Lindsay Wildlife Experience and The Kestrel
Campaign, continued our efforts
in releasing rehabilitated American kestrels into the Mount Diablo
foothills. We also monitored, built,
and installed new kestrel boxes in the
greater Mount Diablo area.
The American kestrel is North
America’s smallest falcon. Since 1968,
American kestrel populations have
declined 69 percent, because of many
challenges, including habitat loss.
This astounding statistic is in the
process of positively changing in our
region, however, as over the past few
years more and more kestrels are
being spotted around the mountain,

due in part to our efforts.
This past spring, we released
15 rehabilitated kestrels onto our
preserved lands and Walnut Creek
open spaces and monitored multiple nest boxes with 10 young birds
making their leaps into the wild.
In the past two years, Save Mount
Diablo has helped release and build
and provide habitat for at least 60
known American kestrels into the
greater Mount Diablo area, effectively
strengthening the area’s biodiversity
and wildlife corridors. It is through
our partnerships and land preservation efforts that such actions are made
possible. Teamwork makes the dream
work. •

Taking Action on Climate
through Our Finances
By Ted Clement and Queenie Li

OVER THE PAST DECADE , calls for
organizations of all kinds, including
universities, hospitals, churches, and
for-profit companies, to divest from
fossil fuels in the face of catastrophic
climate change have forced institutions to navigate a difficult space
between the concerns and obvious
peril of climate change and fiduciary
duty to prudently manage finances.
Save Mount Diablo is no exception.
Save Mount Diablo’s new Climate
Action Plan has a chapter dedicated to
financial actions the organization will
take to address the climate crisis.
It includes strategies to respectfully restructure our financial rela-

PHOTOS BY: BRIAN RICHARDSON, STEPHEN JOSEPH

tionship with certain corporate sponsors, Save Mount Diablo investments,
and employee benefit programs to
eventually achieve a fossil fuel–free
portfolio while upholding our fiduciary and mission responsibilities.
For example, it details a phased
strategy to restructure our relationship with fossil fuel companies.
It notes how we can engage with
companies developing alternative
fuels and working towards more
sustainable business practices, but
we must look to replace relationships
with fossil fuel companies that plan to
continue business-as-usual.
We have already started to

implement some of the actions called
for in the finance section of our new
Climate Action Plan. For example, we
recently hired a financial investment
advisor to manage our largest fund,
the Stewardship Endowment Fund,
to be free of fossil fuel–company
investments. •
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2021
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Panoche

By Joseph Belli

One of the Most Important Sanctuaries of
Endangered Wildlife in the Diablo Range

Among the little-known pockets of the Diablo Range is the
Panoche region, an austere landscape of wide panoramas, sparkling night
skies, and a population no higher today than in 1900.
IT RESTS ON THE EDGE OF NOWHERE ,
nearly an hour’s drive from either Los
Banos or Hollister, the closest cities.
Drive its forlorn roads and you may
not pass another vehicle for miles.
The area is comprised of a series
of valleys—Little Panoche Valley,
Panoche Valley, and Vallecitos—and a
group of weathered hills just west of
the San Joaquin Valley and Interstate
5. Those dry hills are bereft of trees,
too parched for even drought-tolerant
blue oaks, though a smattering of junipers laces the higher elevations. As for
the stream beds, they’re largely dry
washes, too harsh for sycamores and
willows, lined only by cottonwoods
and, unfortunately, tamarisk.
For a brief time each year those
hills and valleys are awash in color,
and in some years the early spring
wildflower displays are spectacular.
Goldfields, tidy tips, and creamcups
8
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blanket the valleys, while the slopes
are cloaked with orange California
poppies, lemon-yellow monolopia,
and purple phacelia. But the flowers
fade fast, and for most of the year
the region is muted in earth tones.
This arid steppe of short grasses and
scattered shrubs can seem barren and
monotonous, downright lifeless. But
looks can be deceiving.
Panoche Valley has been designated an Important Bird Area by the

Tricolored blackbird, Panoche Valley

National Audubon Society, where
wintering rarities such as mountain
bluebirds, ferruginous hawks, and
mountain plovers can be seen, along
with year-round residents such as
tricolored blackbirds, short-eared
owls, and greater roadrunners.
Reptile enthusiasts might encounter
glossy snakes, San Joaquin coachwhips, and long-nosed snakes, while
the area provides habitat for one of
only two known populations of desert
night lizard in northern California (the
other occurs in Pinnacles National
Park). The tiny nocturnal lizards are
closely associated with chaparral
yucca, which grows in patches on
the slopes of the Panoche and Griswold Hills. California’s northernmost
population of yellow-backed spiny
lizards resides there as well. Relatives of the ubiquitous western fence
lizard, spiny lizards are considerably
PHOTOS BY: STEPHEN JOSEPH, JOSEPH BELLI

Today there remains a paltry fragment of [the San
Joaquin Desert]. . . . north of the Carrizo Plain, the
best intact remnant desert exists in Panoche.

larger, noticeably spinier, and feature
a black collar. And despite the paucity
of water, California tiger salamanders,
western spadefoot toads, and western
pond turtles all call the area home.
Though it might appear to be a simple
and godforsaken landscape, Panoche houses a treasure trove of plants
and animals from one of California’s
most imperiled ecosystems, the San
Joaquin Desert.
Originally classified as grassland,
the southwestern portion of the San
Joaquin Valley has recently begun to
be recognized as a desert, since the
region usually receives less than 10
inches of rain annually and its original
flora was dominated by desert shrubs
such as saltbush and ephedra rather
than grasses. The Ciervo Hills even
boasts sandy habitat, the Monvero
Dunes, which resemble something you
might expect in Death Valley.

and plants endemic to the San Joaquin
Valley. San Joaquin kit foxes, bluntnosed leopard lizards, San Joaquin
antelope squirrels, and several species
of kangaroo rats all evolved from
predecessors in the Mojave.
San Joaquin kit foxes, North
America’s tiniest canid and a
charismatic endangered species,
were until recently found as far
north as Tracy and Antioch, in the
shadow of Mount Diablo. Today
their range has contracted, and they
are rarely detected north of Los
Banos. The Panoche area represents

Ancient beginnings

During the Pleistocene, a number of
species entered the San Joaquin Valley
from the Mojave Desert and eventually became isolated. Over time, that
isolation produced a suite of creatures
PHOTOS BY: STEPHEN JOSEPH, SCOTT HEIN

If endangered San Joaquin kit foxes are ever
to be re-established to the areas adjacent to
Mount Diablo, it will almost certainly require a
healthy population in Panoche.

Save Mount Diablo recently
expanded its area of interest
further south into the Diablo
Range to ensure that Mount
Diablo does not get cut off, due
to over-development, from its
sustaining Diablo Range amidst
the climate crisis. Resiliency
and connectivity are incredibly
important for natural systems
like mountain ranges, more so
now than ever because of the
severity of the climate crisis.
By increasing our protection
of the large-scale, north-south
Diablo Range corridor, wildlife
and plants can better shift their
range or migrate in response to
climate change.
One of the experts on the
Diablo Range is Joseph Belli,
author of The Diablo Diary and a
wildlife conservation biologist.
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2021
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the northernmost of three core
populations, and if kit foxes are ever
to be re-established to the areas
adjacent to Mount Diablo, it will
almost certainly require a healthy
population in Panoche.
Blunt-nosed leopard lizards,
another endangered species, may have
existed as far north as Corral Hollow.
Today, the large, handsomely blotched
lizards are no longer found north of
the Panoche Hills.
San Joaquin antelope squirrels are
true desert denizens. With tiny bodies
and wispy tails, they’re sometimes
mistaken for chipmunks, especially
given the white stripe on each side
of the body. They feature a host of
physiological adaptations to a hot, dry
environment, including the ability to
derive all the moisture they need from
their food. Today their population is
fragmented, and though they once
existed as far north as Los Banos, now
their northern limit is Panoche.
The giant kangaroo rat is one of
several kangaroo rat species to evolve in
the San Joaquin Valley. They are more
closely related to squirrels than rats;
widespread habitat loss has decimated

Yellow-backed spiny
lizard, Tumey Hills

10
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their numbers, and Panoche provides a
refuge for this endangered species.
A century ago these species were
all rather common, but as the San
Joaquin Desert was transformed
by agricultural development, oil
extraction, and urbanization, that
habitat disappeared, reduced to
isolated parcels too meager to sustain
populations over time. Today there
remains a paltry fragment of desert
on the floor of the San Joaquin Valley,
and the most intact segment of San
Joaquin Desert now actually lies
outside the San Joaquin Valley, on the
Carrizo Plain. And north of Carrizo,
the best remnant desert exists in
Panoche. The endemic species that
rely on that habitat are now all in
peril, and the Panoche area represents
one of their last sanctuaries. That
makes Panoche not only unique,
but also one of the most important
segments of the Diablo Range.

Stalking elusive lizards

I certainly didn’t recall anything
extraordinarily special about the
place when I first passed through it in
1986 on my way to San Benito Moun-

tain. But I remember being struck
with the magnitude of the isolation
and the subtle charms of its desolation. Though I wasn’t yet aware of its
connection to endangered species, I
had a feeling I’d be back.
Years later I struck up a friendship
with one of the region’s few residents,
and in so doing found myself returning time and again, getting to know
the area through all four seasons. By
then I’d developed a consuming interest in blunt-nosed leopard lizards, and
in 2009 I was hired by the Bureau
of Land Management to survey for
the species throughout their nearby
holdings. That summer I spent 10 field
days, a total of 60 hours, wandering
through promising habitat in a quest
to find this rare and elusive lizard. On
a typical day the high temperature
was in the mid-90s; 85 degrees was
downright cool, while the hottest
day was 111. I’d walk slowly, focusing
on the edge of ephedra bushes and
burrow entrances, and in all that time
and walking, I found a grand total of
three lizards.
Leopard lizard work was followed
by something more hands-on: a

Joseph Belli

PHOTOS BY: JOSEPH BELLI, SETH ADAMS

The Panoche area is one of the most important segments of the Diablo Range; it represents one of
the last sanctuaries of many endemic and imperiled wildlife species.

genetic study of yellow-backed spiny
lizards. For that, I’d need to collect
DNA samples. That meant capturing
lizards, a challenging proposition
considering my peak lizard-catching
prowess was at least 30 years in the
rearview mirror.
Catching spiny lizards by hand,
however, seemed about as realistic as
plucking dragonflies out of the air. It
wouldn’t come to that. The method of
choice for those seriously interested
in capturing speedy lizards is noosing.
You can fashion a noose out of lots
of things, even a stalk of wild oats. A
stick will do, or, better yet, a fishing
pole. I was provided a state-of-the-art
graphite noosing pole, one of the few
commodities on earth not available
on Amazon. It was the Rolls Royce
of noosing poles, with an impressive
13-foot extension. The noose itself
could be fashioned out of a number of
materials: fishing line, copper wire,
thread. I chose dental floss, which I
worked into a slip knot at the end of
the pole. The object is to work the
noose around the lizard’s head and
yank back. Although that sounds positively brutal, the lizards suffer no ill
effects, and scurry off afterward none
PHOTOS BY: AL JOHNSON, JOSEPH BELLI, GREGTHEBUSKER

the worse for wear.
Noosing a lizard, even with a fancy
13-foot pole, proved to be easier said
than done. They can be exceedingly
wary, and usually bolt for the nearest
crevice. My success rate was therefore
probably closer to a batting average
than a free-throw percentage. With
those I did manage to catch, I snipped
the end of the tail—a section just
under half an inch long—with toenail
clippers and placed it in a tiny vial
filled with alcohol. Again, the tail is
detachable, and I never saw any lizard
react to the clipping. Those specimens
were sent to a lab for testing. We were
wondering if the Panoche population
might be isolated enough to warrant
its own designation as a separate
subspecies or perhaps even an entire
species, but I never saw the results of
the genetic analysis.
Searching for spiny lizards took
me all over the region. Unlike leopard lizards, which prefer flat ground,
spiny lizards like rocky areas and
are equally at home on slopes. I had
my share of long days with little to
show for it, yet each outing provided
something to remember: Lesser
nighthawks cavorting at twilight, kit

ABOVE: Blunt-nosed leopard lizard
BELOW: San Joaquin antelope squirrel

fox tracks in the dust, a brief glimpse
of a San Joaquin coachwhip. One day
as I was walking along the banks of
mostly dry Silver Creek I was startled
to see a group of western pond turtles
plop off a boulder into a nearby pool
as I approached. That turtles could
survive in such an arid, harsh land
seemed beyond belief, but there they
were. My fondness for the area was
growing by leaps and bounds. Panoche had worked its magic on me.

A landscape of memory

I don’t get out to Panoche much
anymore. The lizard studies are over,
and a solar project that many of us
fought against now occupies a portion
of the valley. But more than anything
else, my friend passed away suddenly
and unexpectedly in the spring of
2017. Over the years we’d spent a lot
of time together driving those roads,
and it seemed as if every stretch
held a memory. So often houses and
dwellings remind us of those who
have passed, and I suppose the same
could be said for streets, even entire
neighborhoods. But in this particular
instance, so can a landscape. •
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Reducing Our Organizational
Carbon Footprint
By Roxana Lucero

AS THE WORLD CONTINUES to rapidly
change, introducing new obstacles,
Save Mount Diablo is acting now and
adapting quickly. As an organization,
we have adopted a Climate Action
Plan, complete with a set of objectives that is setting us on a course to
further reduce our organizational
carbon footprint. Each objective was
thoughtfully planned out to make the
biggest impact for our organization.
Save Mount Diablo will also create
and implement a plan to encourage
the use of public transportation as
well as low and zero emission vehicles. The plan will include public
transportation reimbursements. Our
biggest goal is to replace our current
gas-powered fleet with an electric
one, as funding allows.
With upgraded computers and
cloud storage, we’ve continued
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working from home more frequently,
with some modifications, as the state
reopens. Working remotely significantly lowers the amount of cars that
drive to the office in a business week
for workdays, Board and committee
meetings, and even some events.
Leaving cars at home keeps car
exhaust out of the air, and having
events online makes them more accessible to a wider audience, because
attendance is not limited by space.
Save Mount Diablo will also create
and implement a plan to encourage
the use of public transportation as
well as low and zero emission vehicles. The plan will include public
transportation reimbursements. Our
biggest goal is to replace our current
gas-powered fleet with an electric
one, as funding allows.
The second objective in tackling

our carbon footprint is to continue
to reduce, and eventually eliminate,
organizational waste. We’re working
to reduce our use of paper and our
food waste.
Some of our departments have
recently upgraded software and
updated systems. We’re transitioning
to more online management of files
and paperwork.
Save Mount Diablo will continue
to offer at least one vegetarian option
for internal and external events and
avoid offering beef when possible.
We already identify and use local
vendors with sustainable menus (that
is, locally shipped and responsibly
sourced) for internal and external
events where food is served, and we’ll
continue this practice.
The third objective in reducing our
carbon footprint over the next three
years is to explore maximizing the use
of clean energy and energy efficiency
of buildings that Save Mount Diablo
frequently uses. We currently have
a Green Business certification and
are researching LEED certification,
which has stricter requirements. In
addition, where possible, we seek
to enroll facilities and properties in
MCE’s Deep Green program (100
percent clean-energy sources). We
also plan to switch to solar power at
our facilities as funding allows.
All of our objectives are being
implemented or in the planning stages
with several phases over a few years.
We’ll continue to add to and change
our strategy as the world needs. •
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Giving Back to
the Mountain
By Margie Ryan

“I know I can trust Save
Mount Diablo to steward
this land, so I’ve left them
a percentage of my estate.”
BILL GRIZZELL

BILL GRIZZELL HAS ALWAYS been a
bit of an outdoors guy. He grew up on
a couple of acres in the Santa Cruz
mountains and spent lots of time in
his youth in northern California,
where his grandfather owned land.
His father was also an avid backpacker who loved the high Sierra, a
passion he passed on to his son. These
individuals and experiences helped
nurture in Bill a lasting connection

PHOTOS BY: SCOTT HEIN, COURTESY BILL GRIZZELL

to nature and a deep appreciation for
sound land stewardship.
Bill didn’t discover Mount Diablo
until he moved to Clayton about 15
years ago. He started exploring the
area as a hiker to see the waterfalls,
the rocks, the views—then, eventually
he found biking. Now, whether on foot
or by pedal, Bill is out on the mountain regularly.
“It’s fun to see everyone else out
there too. We’re all getting out to
nature in our own ways and for our
own reasons. I get out on the mountain to clear my mind.
“Native Americans think there’s
energy in the mountain and I feel the
same thing. It’s a kind of spiritual
energy. It’s pretty much guaranteed
that I’ll feel good after a long hike or
bike ride,” says Bill.
A few years ago, Bill decided
to make plans for his estate. He
was already a Save Mount Diablo
supporter, had joined in on a few of
our hikes, and followed our work in
our weekly emails and Diablo Watch
newsletter. He also considered Save
Mount Diablo a solid, professional
organization.

“I wanted to give back to the
mountain because the mountain has
given so much to me. I’ve seen the
work Save Mount Diablo puts into
managing the land, through fire
abatement and dealing with invasive
species. The more I learn the more I
realize that this area is a unique and
special place with so much biodiversity. Their work is really important. I
know I can trust Save Mount Diablo
to steward this land, so I’ve left them
a percentage of my estate.” •

Learn about the many

ways you can plan a legacy gift.
Contact Margie Ryan at

mryan@savemountdiablo.org
or 925-765-8181, or visit
savemountdiablo.org/
planned-giving.
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Thank You for Celebrating with Us!
WITH YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT, we raised more
than $300,000 at our 20th Moonlight on the
Mountain—critical funds that will allow us to
continue our work preserving the natural lands
and wildlife of Mount Diablo, its foothills, and its
sustaining Diablo Range that are still at risk.
This year, Moonlight on the Mountain was a
virtual event. Hundreds of people participated in
our gala fundraiser, coming together to celebrate
our successes of the past year and support Save

Mount Diablo’s important conservation and
education work.
We are grateful to our presenting sponsors,
Concord Feed and Brickyard Building Materials;
all of our other event sponsors; our online
auction donors; our committed volunteers;
and especially our guests, who made our 20th
anniversary Moonlight on the Mountain such a
wonderful event.

THANK YOU

MOONLIGHT ON THE MOUNTAIN SPONSORS

CHARLA GABERT
& DAVID FR ANE
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Tributes
TRIBUTE GIFTS and
donations made in honor of
or in memory of loved ones
between January 1 and June
30, 2021 are listed below.
Thank you to all of our
supporters. Your generosity
preserves, defends, and
restores the mountain for all
of us to enjoy!
Tribute names are indicated in bold. An asterisk (*)
denotes donors who make
monthly tribute gifts.

Susan D’Alcamo
Geoffrey Bellenger
John (Jan) Diepersloot
Jean Vieth
East Bay Core Hiking Group
Subramanian Venkiteswaran
Richard Falck
Donna Tomlinson
Jim & Bette Felton
Herb & Margaret Eder
Pat McGrath & Kyra Kennedy
Gumsaba Relay Team
Michelle Brown & Chad Jenkins

The Wedding of Lynn Trinh
& Ian Vaino
Tammera Campbell
Mark Kulawik

Bruce Cornelius
Fonda Karelitz

Nikki Verhoff
Evelyn J. Arevalo

Dinah Darvas
Rosanne Nocerino

Wenger Family
Randy Wenger
70th Wedding Anniversary
of Mary Louise &
Bruce Wilson
Scott & Claudia Hein

Norval Fairman
Mary Fairman

Dr. Gregory Hummel
Amy & Brock Stechman

IN HONOR OF

Dr. John Lee
Harmon & Deborah Burstyn

Seth Adams
Bill & Patricia Hudson
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Christina Mason
Anonymous*
Philip Matthews & Dian Heisey

Frank Baker
Scott E. Smith
Burt Bassler

Shirley Nootbaar
Susan Newcomb

Bonnie Bassler
Mark Belotz
Alexander Belotz
Les & Lynn Bloch
Jeanne Boyd
David E. & Joyce H. Atkinson
Bruce S. Campbell
Janet M. Grant
Allan Chasnoff
Beth Chasnoff Long, PhD

16

SAVEMOUNTDIABLO.ORG

George Phillips, IV
Lorelei Whitfill
Tom & Annette Smith
Jesse Smith
Haley Sutton
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Jeanne Thomas
Jim & Juanita Dickson
Roger & Emily Ehm
Douglas Jones
Mary & Bud Lembke
Irene McKeever

Marechal Duncan
Lescure Foundation

Phyllis Faircloth
Susan Elliott

Dick Heron
Marianne & T.C. Aude

Stephanie Kleinjan
Jeffrey Lewis
Kimberly Mayher

Patricia Donegan
Connie Forslind
Michele Lasagna
Sharon Marocchi

Jane Dunphy
Thomas Dunphy*

Tina Gutilla
John & Susan Tullis

Benjamin Klatsky
Eileen & Arthur Klatsky

Amy Oliver Cullen
Lescure Foundation

Jackie Ferreira
Lescure Foundation

IN MEMORY OF
Dick Bowman
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson
Eugene Callahan
Marianne Callahan*

Frances Coburn
Judith & Ross Fisher
Karen Ann Hill
Mary June
Jonathan David Nelson
Elysa Rosenfeld-Ortiz
Marje & Stephan SchuetzeCoburn
Anna Weston Sekera
J.A. Vander Stoep

Mario Colombo
Michael Colombo

Steve Fielding
Ken & Janis Roberts
Jerry Gaines
Sally Scholl
Beatrice Gordon
Gaynel Wilhoyte

Timothy Cleere
Gene Underwood

Billy Coleman
Kristine Coleman

Anna Louise Ferri
Larry Ferri*

Jean Hamilton
Rachel D. Shelton
Alan C. Shelton
Dan Helix
Harvey & Louise Wall
Dale Jenssen
Diane C. Brown
Donald Jones
Jeanne Thomas
Brian Kruse
Margaret Kruse*
Ellis B. Langley
Terrance & Ann Langley
Lynn Leavitt
Nancy E. Gallagher*
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Yola Liang
Jan Alioto
Shu-ing Chang
Catherine W. Chen
Thomas Cheng
Eric Gross
Leeyork Hwang
Linshan Ho King
David Larwood
Lian Ying Lee
Sonia Yeelin Liu
Anna Marie Lovell
Pamela Pao
Lev Plaves
Pamela & George Rammell
Chinmei Liu Shin
Patricia Thibos
Curtis Michael Tong
Yulan Chang Tong
James C. Tou
Dr. Robert Litman
Lescure Foundation
Thomas William Lynch
Stephanie Stathatos

Join the Mountain Sustainers!

Louis Mangini
Michele Lasagna
Maxine
Pamela Billings
Patricia McCarthy
Michele Lasagna
Donna Monroe
Scott & Claudia Hein
Shirley Nootbaar
Taleah Montanez
Samantha Thull
Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*
Niki
Anita Taff-Rice & Craig Rice
Marilyn Pierson
Connie Forslind
Michele Lasagna

Become a part of a dedicated group of supporters who make

automatic, monthly gifts to sustain the ongoing work and programs of
Save Mount Diablo all year long.
Monthly giving is one of the easiest and most effective ways to give.
• You can start, change, or stop your monthly gift at any time.
• Your dependable support helps our team respond to unexpected
conservation opportunities and also allows us to budget and
plan for long-term projects.
• With no reminders or extra mail, monthly giving is green giving,
and more of your contribution goes directly to supporting
conservation in your community.
Learn more and sign up at savemountdiablo.org/give-monthly.

Inés Grillo Londoño de Rauch
Peter Rauch
Sandy Rogers
First Church of Christ Scientist
Ursina Rutz
Shirley McPheeters
Ken Sandy
Gary & Jo Ann Yates
Richard Schroter
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson
Joe Shami
Jeffrey Lyon
Peg Steunenberg
Brenda & David Davis
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Vivian Sweigart
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*

Jim Murphy
Malcolm Sproul

Doris Hillary Dana Tobias
Joyce Hambrick &
Loren Bauman

Grandma Virginia
AnJenette & Jan Afridi

Frank Varenchik
Karen Ambrogi
Donna & Art Anderson
Dana & Dave Dornsife
Scott & Claudia Hein

Barbara White
Tom & Carolyn Westhoff
Ingrid Wood
Marilyn Wilson
Matty Kilpatrick*

We have made every effort to accurately
spell names. If your name or donation
has not been recorded correctly or
was mistakenly omitted, we offer our
apologies. Please contact us so that
we can amend our records by sending
an email to Ian Smith, Development
Associate & Database Manager, at
ismith@savemountdiablo.org.
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1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
TEL: 925-947-3535

www.savemountdiablo.org

“Making charitable gifts directly from my IRA is
just a smart way to give. Doing so allows me to reduce
my taxable income while supporting an organization
I love at the same time.” JUDY ADLER

Have you considered making charitable
gifts through your IRA?
IF YOU’RE 70½ YEARS OR OLDER, supporting Save

• You must be 70½ or older at the time you make
your gift
• The transfer must go directly from your IRA to
Save Mount Diablo to avoid income tax obligations

• Your total charitable giving from your IRA cannot
exceed $100,000 annually
• You cannot receive anything of value in return for
your gift
Visit savemountdiablo.org/IRA or contact
Margie Ryan at mryan@savemountdiablo.org or
925-765-8181 to learn more. Because Save Mount
Diablo may not offer legal or tax advice, we recommend
that you work with qualified financial and legal
advisors before making your gift.

“My dream is that the whole of Mount Diablo, including its foothills, will remain open
space . . . that the visual and natural integrity will be sustained.”
DR. MARY L. BOWERMAN
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Mount Diablo with a gift through your individual
retirement account (IRA) may be a great way to give.
IRA gifts offer a variety of benefits for you and for
the charities you support. Charitable distributions from
your IRA are an easy way to give from your appreciated
assets, and when these gifts are made directly from
your IRA to a charity, the distribution is not included
in your taxable income. This means you can avoid
federal income tax that would otherwise be due on IRA
withdrawals. Plus, any gifts you make directly from
your IRA will be counted toward your annual required
minimum distribution.

To qualify:

