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WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR YOU , because
during this time of national crises, your
support has enabled Save Mount Diablo
and its land conservation mission to shine
on like the Mount Diablo Beacon. The
Beacon shines through the darkness every
Sunday after sunset through Monday after
sunrise during the pandemic crisis, thanks
to the work of our volunteers and staff on
the historic “Eye of Diablo.”
This year, despite all the challenges,
your support has enabled us to advance
our work on many fronts.
For example, because of the massive
support of Save Mount Diablo, volunteers,
and Danville residents, Measure Y was
approved in Danville in March. Measure Y
protected 381 acres of Magee Preserve for
conservation and recreation.
In April, we successfully acquired and
conserved the strategic 28.73-acre Smith
Canyon property contiguous with our conserved Curry Canyon Ranch. Through that
transaction, we protected an entire canyon
with important conservation values, and
Smith Canyon provides us access from
Morgan Territory Road to Curry Canyon.
We have been raising funds so that by
next year, we can purchase a conservation
easement from the Concord Mt. Diablo
Trail Ride Association that will permanently protect 154 acres of stunning land
on the slopes of Mount Diablo.
We continue to grow our educational
programs so more people, especially our
younger wired generations, can meaningfully connect to nature. As part of
that, our organization recently approved
opening our first free public educational
preserve on some of our conserved land by

next year. We are now actively working to
be ready for that big opening day.
We are gearing up for major advocacy
battles to better protect the Sand Creek
Focus Area, west of Deer Valley Road, in
Antioch in November. We’re also keeping
careful watch over the Faria lands that
Seeno wants to develop 1,500 houses on
next to the future regional park in Concord. That park, Concord’s first regional
park, is one that we helped East Bay Regional Park District acquire through our
advocacy work over many years.
Another example of how critical your
support has been to successfully advance
our land conservation mission is that we
were able to expand our area of interest
further south into the Diablo Range. That
expansion will help ensure Mount Diablo
is not cut off from its important and sustaining mountain range.
Because of your support, we are successfully uplifting and connecting our
communities with our land conservation
work and additional efforts. These include
our regular and free educational Zoom
Nature Heals and Inspires Series and our
weekly lighting of the Beacon atop Mount
Diablo so we can thank our heroes, come
together, and collectively lift our eyes to
the light and nature.
Together, we will continue to shine
on in our efforts to protect the ultimate
foundation for our long-term health and
well-being: nature!
With Gratitude,

ON THE COVER : The Beacon is shining
brightly every Sunday since April 12,
bringing light and inspiration to you.
Photo by Stephen Joseph

A Bright Light in Dark Times
By Ted Clement

Staff and volunteers light the Summit
Beacon every Sunday to bring you hope.
ONE OF THE BRIGHT LIGHTS provided

to the San Francisco Bay Area during
this time of national crises is the
Mount Diablo Beacon. Save Mount
Diablo staff and volunteers light the
Beacon every Sunday night after
sunset so that it can shine brightly
through the darkness until it is rested
after sunrise on Monday.
Lighting Mount Diablo’s Beacon
every week is a way for us to thank
heroes in these troubling times, help
communities come together, and lift
people’s eyes to the light and nature.
Save Mount Diablo staff and volunteers began the weekly lighting of the
Beacon on Sunday, April 12th, Easter
Sunday. The Save Mount Diablo team
will continue this process throughout
the pandemic except for a brief respite
in the lead up to National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day on December 7th.
The Beacon on Mount Diablo was
originally installed and illuminated

in 1928 to aid in transcontinental aviation. It is one of the five guiding beacons installed along the West Coast by
Standard Oil of California and is the
only one known to still be operational.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor,
the Beacon’s light was extinguished
during the West Coast blackout, for
fear it could aid an attack on California. It stayed dark until Pearl Harbor
Day in 1964, when Fleet Admiral
Chester Nimitz, Commander in Chief
of Pacific Forces during World War II,
relit the Beacon in a commemorative
ceremony and suggested it be illuminated every December 7th to honor
those who served and sacrificed.
Since that day, Pearl Harbor veterans and their families have gathered
every December 7th to see the Beacon
light shine once again. Save Mount
Diablo and its good partners (California State Parks; the Sons & Daughters
of Pearl Harbor Survivors, Chapter 5;

and California State University–East
Bay, Concord campus) sponsor and
organize the annual lighting ceremony of the Beacon for National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day.
The Mount Diablo Beacon now
shines brighter than ever since it underwent an extensive restoration process in
2013 thanks to a campaign led by Save
Mount Diablo. Save Mount Diablo also
helps with the annual care and maintenance of the Beacon so that it will
be able to keep providing light to our
communities for years to come. •

BOONSUAY CLEMENT

STEPHEN JOSEPH

John Gallagher, long-time Save Mount
Diablo volunteer, Board member, and
local Beacon expert, stands proudly
next to the gigantic lens of the Beacon.
John has been helping turn on the
Beacon every Sunday at sunset.

NOVEMBER 3, 2020 ELECTION —

Please Vote Early

Vote YES on Measure T
and Let Antioch Voters Decide
By Seth Adams

Protect the Largest Contiguous Stretch of
Undeveloped Land in Antioch
BY APPROVING YES ON T this

November 3rd, Antioch voters will
have the opportunity to take control
of growth south of the city and protect
their beautiful green hills, Urban Limit
Line, and Empire Mine Road.
Measure T is a growth control initiative Save Mount Diablo sponsored
with Antioch residents and other
community groups. We call it “Let
Antioch Voters Decide.” It took four
years to get here.
2
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Measure T means Antioch residents—not backroom deals—decide
how Antioch grows and prospers by
permanently requiring voter approval
to make changes to Antioch’s Urban
Limit Line. Voter approval otherwise
expires December 31, 2020.
Measure T ensures that development in Antioch is thoughtful and
better planned. Without it, we risk
poorly planned development, which
decreases property values, adds thou-

sands of cars to traffic congestion,
overcrowds schools, and threatens
city services like police and fire. Poor
planning can destroy our beautiful
hills and overstretch our water supply.
Measure T restricts development
on hilltops, ridgelines, and steep
slopes to preserve scenic views. It protects streams, wetlands, and wildlife
habitat.

Lone Tree Valley’s Sand Creek
Focus Area
South of Antioch, five beautiful sets
of valleys and ridges extend southeast
from Black Diamond Mines Regional

Lone Tree Valley is harder fought.
Antioch had already approved thousands of houses in the Lone Tree
Valley before we got much involved,
north and south of Lone Tree Way.
From 1990 to 2020, Antioch’s population doubled to 112,000.

COOPER OGDEN

Four Thousand More Houses?

Preserve: Marsh Creek, Briones
Valley, Deer Valley, Horse Valley,
and the partly developed Lone Tree
Valley including Sand Creek. They are
important wildlife corridors.
From 1990 to 2013, development
proposals at Cowell Ranch and Roddy
Ranch dominated our attention. Ninety percent of Cowell Ranch became
Marsh Creek State Park, and Roddy
Ranch was defended until it could
become East Bay Regional Park District’s new Deer Valley Regional Park.
Preservation at Cowell and Roddy
Ranches includes much of those first
four valleys.

The mile-wide, four-mile-long Sand
Creek Focus Area is the remaining
southern part of the Lone Tree Valley.
Its 2,800 acres were added to the
city in 1992, and it was included in
the city’s Urban Limit Line in 2005.
It is the largest continuous stretch
of undeveloped land remaining in
Antioch. City plans included another
4,000 houses there.
Development started at the east
end, south of Heidorn and Hillcrest,
because that’s where utilities are
located. Kaiser Hospital and the Aviano and Promenade housing projects
came first.
In 2015, developer Richland Communities proposed a large project,
“The Ranch,” west of Deer Valley
Road, and at first, they and the city
ignored our concerns. So, in 2017, Save
Mount Diablo and our coalition wrote
a growth control initiative, now called
Measure T.
Because the area east of Deer
Valley Road was already fragmented,
we defined the initiative to cover the
1,850 acres west from Kaiser Hospital
to Black Diamond Mines Regional
Preserve.

Save the Prettiest Three Miles
in Antioch
We have four goals: 1) protect the
western mile, the Higgins Ranch,
owned by speculator/developer the
Zeka Group; 2) protect the beautiful
green hills and the rest of Horse
Valley, much of it owned by another
developer, Richfield; 3) protect threemile long Empire Mine Road, the
prettiest three miles in Antioch, as a

recreational corridor; and 4) protect
a broad corridor along Sand Creek
as another wildlife and recreational
corridor.
We collected over 9,000 signatures in 2018 to qualify the initiative.
Rather than pay for an election, the
city adopted the measure into law.
Zeka Group and Richfield sued. They
didn’t win on any of the issues except
the judge ruled the measure couldn’t
be adopted outright; it needed to go
to the voters. That took two years.
In June, the Antioch City Council
scheduled the election, and then they
unanimously endorsed Measure T.
In the meantime, Richland’s The
Ranch project was approved but
with big improvements. The project’s
footprint was reduced by 30 percent,
plus all the hills, a wide corridor along
Sand Creek, and another 1,040 acres
of protected land a mile away would
be protected. Richland’s development
is 16 percent of the 1,850 acres included in Measure T. More than 80 percent will still be restricted if Measure
T is approved.
Zeka Group and Richfield are back
in court trying to block Measure T
from going to a vote, because they’re
afraid of the voters.
You can help by spreading the
word in Antioch, asking your friends
and neighbors to say, “Yes on T, Let
Antioch Voters Decide!” •

Find Out More
Visit
LetAntiochVotersDecide.org
or follow

Antioch Community
to Save Sand Creek
on Facebook

DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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Measure Y & Magee Preserve
Approved in Danville
By Seth Adams
SEVEN MONTHS SEEMS like a lifetime

ago, but there was an election on
March 3 just before sheltering in place
began. Measure Y was on the Danville
ballot, a referendum on the Magee
Preserve project.
It had been approved unanimously
by the Danville Town Council in July
2019 and supported strongly by Save
Mount Diablo, East Bay Regional Park
District, and many other local organizations. The project, by local developer Davidon Homes, includes 69 homes
on just 29 acres.
Save Mount Diablo helped negotiate preservation of the remaining
93 percent—381 acres of the 410-acre
property—as publicly accessible open
space. Ninety percent of the open
space will be protected by East Bay
Regional Park District (EBRPD), most
of it as an addition to Sycamore Valley
Open Space Regional Preserve.
All of the hills and ridges are pro-

381 Acres of Stunning New
Open Space Protected;
Trail Planning Underway

LAURA KINDSVATER

Most of Danville's new Magee Preserve will be
owned and managed by the East Bay Regional
Park District as an addition to Sycamore Valley
Open Space Regional Preserve.

tected, along with 1.5 miles of Green
Valley Creek and incredible views
of Mount Diablo and Las Trampas.
The open space will continue to be
ranched by the Magee family.
Although the project will mitigate
for traffic and other impacts, including with substantial road, bike path,
and other recreational improvements,
some neighbors objected and gathered
signatures to challenge the project in
a referendum.
The public won a decisive victory
after 10 years of effort. Danville voters
approved the project 54 to 46 percent.
Magee Preserve is spectacular.
The eastern half includes dramatic
ridges, a beautiful oak-wooded canyon, and amazing views. The western
half is the hidden gem, the wonderful
riparian corridor along Green Valley
Creek and where the Diablo Road bike
and pedestrian path will be extended.
Since the election, the property

has transferred from the Magees to
Davidon. We’ve been working on trail
planning and on the boundaries of the
acreage to transfer to the EBRPD. The
remaining acres will be protected by
development restrictions and with a
conservation easement, managed by a
homeowner association, and funded by
a geological hazard abatement district.
Save Mount Diablo protects and
manages land in a whole variety
of ways, including direct acquisition, partnering with agencies, and
through the development process. We
could not have afforded this property
even if it were available.
Instead we worked with the
Magee family, and Davidon, to come
up with a protection plan at no cost
to the public. We can’t wait to build
trails with Davidon and the EBRPD
and to get neighbors and the public up
onto the property.
Thanks to the Danville Town
Council and Planning Commission for
their leadership in protecting the most
important missing piece of Danville’s
open space. We’ll keep you posted about
this breathtaking new preserve. •
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SAN MARCO
SEENO'S FARIA
PROJECT
NEW CONCORD
REGIONAL PARK
FENCE LINE

COOPER OGDEN

SEENO'S FARIA
PROJECT

95% Open Space,
27 Miles of New Trails
Concord’s new regional park is on
the left and Seeno's proposed Faria
project is on the right, on top of the
Pittsburg hills and to the right of the
fence just to the right of the pond.
Seeno's project would build 1,500
houses in Pittsburg’s hills, blocking
Pittsburg residents’ access to the
new regional park and snarling local
traffic. The San Marco neighborhood
is in the distance on the right.

Concord’s New
Regional Park

By Juan Pablo Galván

AFTER MORE THAN 15 YEARS of work,
the dream of the largest city in Contra
Costa County finally having its own
regional park is close to becoming
reality. In July 2019, we celebrated
the transfer of more than 2,200 acres
of land at the former Concord Naval
Weapons Station to the East Bay
Regional Park District (EBRPD).
In July 2020, EBRPD adopted a
final land use plan detailing where
park facilities will be, what recreational activities will be allowed,
and how wildlife and habitats will be
protected. The plan includes 27 miles
of new trails.
The next time you drive east on
Bailey Road, just as you’re coming
out of Concord, look to the right and
left to get a glimpse of the sweeping
views and beautiful hills that all the
residents of Contra Costa County will

have the opportunity to enjoy and appreciate. If all goes well, the public will
have access to parts of this new park in
one to three years.
However, the public benefits of the
new park are already under threat. A
company owned by the Seeno family
of developers has sued EBRPD for
adopting the park land use plan and
certifying its Environmental Impact
Report.
The developers say the park will
harm the environment. This claim
is ridiculous, especially considering
their own record of violating laws
meant to protect the environment
and rare wildlife. Their proposed
Faria project would put 1,500 houses
right next to the new park, on top of
Pittsburg’s hills. With your help, Save
Mount Diablo is fighting Faria and
supporting the new park. •

EBRPD

Proposed Faria Project Threatens Adjacent Pittsburg Hills

East Bay Regional Park District, which
now owns and manages more than
2,200 acres of the former Concord
Naval Weapons Station, envisions
repurposing some of the Navy's old
bunkers to display artwork and exhibits.
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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Protecting Mount
Diablo’s Missing Mile

LAURA KINDSVATER

By Sean Burke

Telling Its Story . . . And That of the Diablo Range

ON THE MORNING OF New Year’s
Eve in 2019, Save Mount Diablo and
the Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride
Association signed an agreement to
permanently protect 154 acres of land.
That land on North Peak is part of
Mount Diablo’s “Missing Mile.”
The deal was 15 years in the making. Save Mount Diablo paid a $50,000
option payment that gives us two
years to raise $1.04 million. When the
project is complete, Save Mount Diablo will hold a perpetual conservation
easement on this critical open space,
which the Concord Mt. Diablo Trail
Association will continue to own.
Recently the Resources Legacy
Fund (RLF), a nonprofit that works to
conserve land, ocean, and water resources, awarded Save Mount Diablo
a grant of $35,000 to help preserve
this “Missing Mile” of unprotected
land on Mount Diablo. The grant will

6
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“It’s the spine of central
California . . . It’s a mountain
lion, golden eagle, and
California condor freeway,
and we’re going to put it
on the map.”

pay for pre-acquisition costs and help
to permanently protect this highly
visible, mile-wide, high-peak parcel
on Mount Diablo’s North Peak.
In May of 2020, Save Mount Diablo
collaborated with NBC Bay Area, as
part of OpenRoad with Doug McConnell, to create two videos. The videos
showcase the Concord Mt. Diablo
Trail Ride Association (CMDTRA)
project, as well as California’s next big
conservation story, the Diablo Range.

Doug McConnell chatting
with Save Mount Diablo
Land Conservation
Director Seth Adams
about the Diablo Range.
Doug's team filmed Seth
and others in May to build
support for protecting
Mount Diablo’s “Missing
Mile”—154 critical open
space acres on Diablo's
North Peak—as well
as the 150-mile-long
Diablo Range.

In the first episode, Save Mount
Diablo Executive Director Ted
Clement, Land Conservation Director
Seth Adams, and CMDTRA representatives Diane Jorgensen and Chris
Barnhart tell the story of this amazing missing mile. Chris and Diane
explain the importance of preserving
the land for future generations and
their spiritual connection to the
“different moods of the mountain.”
Ted and Seth describe the Forever
Wild Capital Campaign, and the
project of protecting these 154 acres
of North Peak with a conservation
easement through the collaborative
fundraising efforts of our community.
In the second episode, Doug and
his team filmed Seth Adams as he
described California’s biggest secret:
the 150-mile long by 50-mile wide
Diablo Range. It’s a biodiversity refuge
in millions of people's backyards that

Save Mount Diablo Successfully
Protects Smith Canyon

LAURA KINDSVATER

ON APRIL 3, 2020 , Save Mount Diablo purchased and protected the beautiful

Videographer Stefan Ruenzel films two Concord
Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Association volunteers
who show their passion for horseback riding and
protecting this beautiful landscape.

and strategic 28.73-acre Smith Canyon property for $650,000. This
incredible oak woodland property could one day become the recreational
gateway into Curry Canyon from Morgan Territory Road.
The acquisition of Smith Canyon not only provides a second, legal point of
access into Save Mount Diablo’s 1,080.53-acre Curry Canyon Ranch, but also,
its connection creates a potential future east-side entrance to Mount Diablo.
Smith Canyon harbors important ecosystems.
Its hillside land is blanketed by blue oak woodlands,
grasslands, and a live oak–bay riparian corridor.
California red-legged frogs and Alameda
whipsnakes, species that are listed under the
Endangered Species Act, are likely to be present on
the property. With the acquisition of this property, Save Mount Diablo
continues to build and strengthen habitats for rare and native plants and
wildlife of the greater Mount Diablo area.
Plus, the natural environment of the Smith Canyon property serves as
a carbon sink. Forests and other undeveloped lands absorb greenhouse
gases, keeping those gases out of the atmosphere, and filtering the air we
all breathe. •

SCOTT HEIN

holds some of the most critical wildlife
corridors and natural resources in the
state of California. And it’s imperative
in maintaining the distinctiveness of
Mount Diablo’s amazing biodiversity.
Seth spoke about the need to
connect Mount Diablo to the rest of
the mountain range named after it.
“It’s the spine of central California,”
he said. “It’s a mountain lion, golden
eagle, and California condor freeway,
and we’re going to put it on the map.”
Both episodes aired on June 28,
2020 as segment 58 of OpenRoad with
Doug McConnell on nbcbayarea.com.
You can watch them at bit.ly/openroadSMD.
If you’d like to make a donation
to protect Mount Diablo’s “Missing
Mile,” visit savemountdiablo.org/
forever-wild. •
Earlier this year, Save Mount Diablo successfully purchased Smith Canyon, which one day can
become a recreational gateway to the east side of Mount Diablo State Park.

DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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Save Mount Diablo Launches a New Zoom Series:

Nature Heals and Inspires
Experts Energize and
Connect You to the
Natural World
DURING THIS NATIONAL EMERGENCY

help people benefit from nature as a
critical part of the solution to working
through these difficult times.
The series started in April, and to
date Save Mount Diablo has delivered
13 presentations by an amazing and diverse group of experts: ecotherapists;
conservationists sharing inspiring
aspects of nature to encourage people
to get outside; one of the world’s leading authorities on the cross-cultural
tradition of sacred mountains; the San
Francisco Bay Area’s leading natural
landscape photographer with his
nature images that inspire; a personal
trainer who uses nature to help his
clients get stronger and heal; and so on.
Save Mount Diablo plans to have
at least one presentation a month, so
tune in.
Find this month's presentation at
savemountdiablo.org/activities
or check out our YouTube playlist of
previous Zoom presentations at bit.ly/
natureSMD. •

SCOTT HEIN

SCOTT HEIN

period, we desperately need
experiences that help us heal and
inspire us to move forward to higher
and better places.
A recent edition of Yale Environment
360, a leading online magazine about
global environmental issues, reported that, “A growing body of research
points to the beneficial effects that
exposure to the natural world has on
health, reducing stress and promoting
healing. Now, policymakers, employers,
and healthcare providers are increasingly considering the human need for
nature in how they plan and operate.”
A study of 20,000 people by the
European Centre for Environment &
Human Health at the University of
Exeter found that people who spent
two hours a week in green spaces,

either all at once or spread over the
week, were substantially more likely
to report good health and psychological well-being than those who didn’t.
Richard Louv, the author of the
2005 book Last Child in the Woods
and the person who coined the term
“nature deficit disorder,” noted when
he wrote his groundbreaking book
15 years ago, “This subject was virtually ignored by the academic world. I
could find 60 studies that were good
studies. Now it’s approaching and
about to pass 1,000 studies, and they
point in one direction: Nature is not
only nice to have, but it’s a have-tohave for physical health and cognitive
functioning.”
Understanding that nature is the
ultimate foundation for people’s longterm health and well-being, which
is especially important during a
crisis, Save Mount Diablo developed
a free public education Zoom series
entitled Nature Heals and Inspires to

By Ted Clement
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Collaborating to Release
Rehabilitated Wildlife
into the Wild

SEAN BURKE

SEAN BURKE

OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS , Save
Mount Diablo has partnered with the
Lindsay Wildlife Experience, The
Kestrel Campaign, and Jim “Doc”
Hale in monitoring and releasing
American kestrels and California
ground squirrels. The team has
released rehabilitated animals onto
Save Mount Diablo properties and
nearby park lands, building and
sustaining wildlife corridors and
biodiversity in the greater Mount
Diablo area.
In the spring of 2020, Brian Richardson of The Kestrel Campaign and
Sean Burke of Save Mount Diablo installed game cameras on two different
kestrel boxes at SMD’s Mangini Ranch.
The images and data recorded were

astounding. Each box successfully
fledged all five eyas (kestrel young)
into what is now known as the “Kestrel Wonderland,” a place where kestrels hover and race majestically across
the canyon above Galindo Creek.
The cameras recorded countless
food transfers from the parents to the
young falcons, including mice, western
fence lizards, and dragonflies. After all
the raptors made their graceful plunge
into the great wide open, a western
screech owl made one of the boxes its
new home. Not only were these boxes
extremely important in creating habitat
for American kestrels, a species whose
population has been declining for years,
they also became dwellings for other
native species, contributing to a rich
biodiversity.
Seeing kestrel populations thriving
in the area, Sherrill Cook of the Lindsay
Wildlife Experience reached out in

Staff and volunteers from Save Mount Diablo, the Lindsay Wildlife Experience, and The Kestrel
Campaign have been working together to study and boost wildlife populations on Save Mount
Diablo properties and at neighboring parks.

ANDY REAGO & CHRISSY MCCLARREN

“American Kestrels and
Ground Squirrels, Oh My!”

By Sean Burke

search of habitat to release the 15
kestrels she had been raising and
rehabilitating. Over about a month,
Sherrill, Doc Hale, and I released
fledgling kestrels into the rolling golden
hills of Lime Ridge Open Space, Diablo
Foothills Regional Park, Curry Canyon,
and Mangini Ranch. We watched them
instantly take to their environment,
stretching their wings and perfecting
their avionics in a brave new world for
these amazing falcons.
Building on the collaboration with
Lindsay Wildlife Experience, Save
Mount Diablo also teamed up with
squirrel specialists Deb Santone and
Kerry Kilmer to release eight California ground squirrels. After surveying
a plethora of potential release sites,
the decision was made to build upon
the thriving populations at Curry
Canyon Ranch.
Curry Canyon offered existing
tunnels, numerous resident ground
squirrels, and nearby water sources.
These three pivotal attributes are crucial toward the success of releasing
young hand-raised ground squirrels.
Ground squirrels are a keystone
species of the Mount Diablo area; they
lay a foundation of food and shelter
for many other animals. Their burrows create habitat for lots of other
wildlife, such as red-legged frogs, California tiger salamanders, Alameda
whipsnakes, rattlesnakes, burrowing
owls, weasels, badgers, and foxes. The
more squirrel colonies that exist within an area, the richer and greater the
biodiversity, supporting a much vaster
wildlife corridor. •
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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Save Tesla Park
and Connect
Mount Diablo to
the Diablo Range

10
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SAVE TESLA PARK

IT IS PAST TIME that Tesla Park in
eastern Alameda County receive
permanent protection from the threat
of damaging off-road vehicle use. Tesla
is owned by California State Parks
and adjacent to the Carnegie State
Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA).
Years ago, the Off-Highway Motor
Vehicle Recreation Division of California State Parks approved expanding
off-road use into Tesla. The Friends
of Tesla Park Coalition, of which Save
Mount Diablo is a part, and other
groups immediately filed legal challenges to this poor decision. Since then
Tesla remains under threat as the legal
process plays out.
The extremely high biological and
cultural value of Tesla Park is well
documented, as is the environmental
damage caused by off-road vehicle use.
The area straddles the narrow pinch
point between Livermore and Tracy
that connects Mount Diablo with the
rest of the Diablo Range. If off-road
vehicles are unleashed on Tesla, that
connection would disappear.
Years of community surveys confirm there is much greater demand
and enthusiasm for non-motorized
recreation, nature parks, and open
space than off-road vehicles. In fact,
off-road use at Carnegie SVRA has
decreased by over half since 2007.
Preservation of Tesla as a non-motorized park and preserve meets the true
community need and will increase
access to nature for all residents.

SAVE TESLA PARK

By Juan Pablo Galván

ABOVE : Rolling oak-studded hills at Tesla Park, which is located right in the middle of an essential
wildlife corridor that connects Mount Diablo to the rest of the Diablo Range. BELOW : Hills at the
neighboring Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area have been scarred by off-road vehicle use,
destroying wildlife habitat.

Please join Save Mount Diablo
and many other conservation organizations, scientists, and communities
in contacting Governor Newsom and
asking him to re-designate Tesla Park
as a non-motorized use preserve. •

WRITE TO
Governor Gavin Newsom
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

MICHAEL MCCULLOUGH, FSTOP123

TOP 10
Backyard Activities for Families
We know times are tough for many families, so we surveyed
parents on their favorite ways to connect kids to nature in the backyard.
Here are their top suggestions for keeping kids entertained outdoors.
1. Backyard Staycation
Bring out your camping gear, barbecue dinner, pitch the tent, tell ghost
stories, roast marshmallows, and
sleep outside under the stars.

2. Plant a Butterfly Garden

Research which native flowering
plants will thrive in your garden to act
as a sanctuary and attract a wide variety of butterflies while also providing
a place where butterflies can grow
and multiply. Build a bee or butterfly
bath by using a shallow bowl or dish
and some stones for them to land on.

balls to toss into a basket, hula hoops,
jump ropes, balloons, and a wading
pool to “fish” for metal objects with
magnets on a string. If you have a
rotating sprinkler, have them practice their timing by running past the
sprinkler without getting wet.

Nature journaling is for all ages
and can be done in your own yard
or neighborhood, requiring only a
notebook, pen or pencil, unbounded
curiosity, and keen observation.

9. Mosaic Chalk Art
5. Build a Fairy House
Using child-like imagination and gifts
from Mother Nature—twigs, pebbles,
moss, flowers, pine cones—transform
a corner of the yard or a base of a tree
into an enchanted place where fairies
can flutter.

3. Do a Construction Project

6. Make a Dream or Sun Catcher

Build a house for birds, bats, or bees.
Or, you could let the kids help you
make a sandbox for them.

Use sticks, nature’s treasures you find
in the yard, string, or yarn to make a
dream catcher or sun catcher you can
hang up and admire.

4. Set Up an Obstacle Course
Help your kids stay active and promote development of physical and
mental skills. Create the course with
things you have around the house,
such as cinder block balance beams,

8. Nature Journal

7. Create an Outdoor Haven

Arrange painter’s tape into a geometric design on a pre-swept sidewalk,
fence, or wall where you want it. Color
away with sidewalk chalk. When you
color in the sections, use your hand
or an old sock to smooth it out and
spread the chalk dust into the corners
and spots you might have missed.

10. Have a Backyard Nature
Scavenger Hunt
We have created a scavenger hunt list
that you can print.
Visit bit.ly/smdscav for the scavenger hunt template. •

Create a comfortable space shaded
from the sun to work on projects,
read, or study. This would be a great
spot for creativity or homeschooling!
DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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Let’s Keep Mount Diablo

The Missing Mile
Save Mount Diablo has begun an
important partnership with the
Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride
Association to preserve and protect a
highly visible, mile-wide, high-peak
parcel on Mount Diablo’s North Peak.

Protecting this land, surrounded
on three sides by Mount Diablo State
Park, is highly strategic. It adds to the
fabric of protected watershed lands
and wildlife habitat corridors that
currently thrive within Mount Diablo
State Park’s 20,000 acres.

We have just 14 months to raise
$1.04 million—critical funds
that are needed to purchase
a perpetual conservation
easement on the 154-acre
parcel that will prevent further
residential development.
We are proud to announce a generous $35,000 grant from Resources

Please contact Development Director
Karen Ferriere with questions.
PHONE (925) 947-3535
EMAIL kferriere@savemountdiablo.org
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SCOTT HEIN

SAVE MOUNT DIABLO has protected
and conserved land in Contra Costa
County for five decades. Today,
because of Save Mount Diablo’s
work with conservation partners
and generous supporters, more than
120,000 acres have been preserved on
and around Mount Diablo.
But more than 60,000 acres are
still at risk for development; about
2 million more people are projected to
move into the Bay Area by 2045.

STEPHEN JOSEPH

Forever Wild
Legacy Fund (RLF), a nonprofit that
works to conserve land, ocean, and
water resources. These funds will
cover all the pre-acquisition costs for
the conservation easement.
Please help us save this critical
“Missing Mile” of unprotected land on
Mount Diablo that has tremendous
scenic value and important wildlife
habitat. We can’t do it without you.
Visit savemountdiablo.org/
forever-wild to learn more and view
a short video featured on OpenRoad
with Doug McConnell highlighting the
beautiful Concord Mt. Diablo Trail
Ride Association property. •

Gifts may be sent to
Save Mount Diablo
1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Gifts to Save Mount Diablo
are tax-deductible to the
fullest extent of the law. Our
tax ID number is 94-2681735.

“We put Save Mount Diablo
in our estate because we
share Dr. Mary Bowerman’s
original vision—that the
mountain remains protected.
It’s important to us that
nature continues to thrive,
wildlife is protected, students
continue to study the
mountain’s flora and fauna,
and our community connects
with nature and benefits
from the mountain’s beauty.”
SCOTT HEIN

ROBIN & PETER FRAZIER

The Fraziers’ Support of Save
Mount Diablo Is a Family Affair
ROBIN AND PETER FRAZIER (above

right) moved to Lafayette in 1971. That
was the very same year the founders of
Save Mount Diablo, Dr. Mary Bowerman and Arthur Bonwell, gathered
local experts together to discuss how to
protect all of Mount Diablo. Dr. Mary
Bowerman was a botanist and graduate
of UC Berkeley, and Arthur Bonwell
was an engineer and chairman of the
Central Contra Costa County Conservation Committee of the Sierra Club’s SF
Bay Chapter. At that time there was
only one park on Mount Diablo—Mount
Diablo State Park—and only 6,788 acres
had been protected.
Robin and Peter made their first
contribution in 1984, and since have
taken part in the success of Save
Mount Diablo in numerous ways.
They have hiked Four Days Diablo,
attended the Moonlight on the Mountain Gala, made annual contributions,
and generously contributed to the

Forever Wild Capital Campaign.
The Fraziers have also included
Save Mount Diablo in their estate
plans via their will, as well as a beneficiary of a charitable remainder trust,
because as Peter says, “Mount Diablo
is a treasure and should be protected.”
Like Dr. Mary Bowerman, both
Robin and Peter graduated from UC
Berkeley. Peter, who currently serves
on the Board of the UC Botanical Garden, says, “Mount Diablo is important
to nature lovers and scientists alike.
Professors and students at Cal have
made important discoveries there for
decades and found plants that were
previously thought to be extinct.”
Their son, Mike Frazier (above
left), also supports the organization;
his firm, Bedell Frazier, sponsors Save
Mount Diablo’s Conservation Collaboration Agreement program. Mike says,
“As investment professionals, we are
honored to be a part of this dynamic

group and invest in our next generation. We want to educate our kids
on the uniqueness of the Bay Area
landscape so they can appreciate its
natural beauty. Plus, we want to get
kids to spend more time outside!”
Peter, who is 81, was raised in
Montclair, a woodsy haven in
Oakland; he discovered a love of
nature early in life as an Eagle Scout.
Peter speaks fondly of hiking with
Save Mount Diablo’s Seth Adams and
says, “No one knows the mountain
better than Seth!”
For more information about
how to include Save Mount Diablo
in your estate plans, please contact
Karen Ferriere at
(925) 947-3535 or
kferriere@savemountdiablo.org.•

Learn more!
Visit savemountdiablo.org
/planned-giving

DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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WITH YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT, we exceeded our

net revenue goal and raised more than $310,000—
critical funds that will allow us to continue our work
preserving the natural lands and wildlife still at risk.
This year, Moonlight on the Mountain went
virtual—it was our very first 100 percent online
fundraiser. Over 250 households (more than 500
people) came together to participate virtually in our
gala fundraiser, celebrate our successes of the past
year, and support Save Mount Diablo’s important

conservation work to preserve land on and around
Mount Diablo and connect people to nature.
We are grateful to our presenting sponsors,
Concord Feed and Brickyard Building Materials;
all of our other generous event sponsors; our live
and silent auction donors; our committed volunteers; and especially our guests, who made this
year’s Moonlight on the Mountain such a wonderful and successful event.
See you next year on September 11, 2021! •

PRESENTING SPONSORS

NORTH PEAK SPONSOR

Dave & Dana Dornsife
MOUNT OLYMPIA SPONSORS

Jeanne Thomas
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TED CLEMENT

Thank You for Celebrating with Us!

volunteers gather to deliver
Moonlight party boxes to our guests.
BELOW LEFT: Boonsuay and Ted
Clement welcome Moonlight guests
to a very small watch party.
BELOW MIDDLE: Bette and Jim Felton,
Ted and Boonsuay Clement, and
Tena and John Gallagher at the
watch party.
BELOW RIGHT: Watch party treats.

EAGLE PEAK SPONSORS

www.customalloy.com

TWIN PEAKS SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

BLANKET SPONSOR

IN-KIND SPONSORS

DIABLO WATCH | FALL / WINTER 2020
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PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: SHANNON GROVER, TED CLEMENT, KYRA KENNEDY, JIM FELTON

TOP: National Charity League

Tributes
TRIBUTE GIFTS,
donations made in honor of
or in memory of loved ones
between January 1–June 30,
2020, are listed below. Thank
you to all of our supporters.
Your generosity preserves,
defends, and restores the
mountain for all of us to
enjoy!
Tribute names are indicated in bold. An asterisk (*)
denotes donors who make
monthly tribute gifts.

IN HONOR OF
Adi
AnJenette & Jan Afridi
Burt Bassler & the
Fighting Illini
Malcolm & Casey Sproul
Gary Bogue
Mary C. Russell
Ron Brown
Lynn & Jason Baskett

Ginny Ferreria
Ann H. Jackson

Nido Paras
Jack & Maribel Fraser

Karen Ferriere
Lydia Burstyn

Leo Pedersen
Zoe Francesca

Toby D. Gottfried
William & Toby Gottfried

George Phillips, IV
Leah Bennett

Capt. Frederick S. Hinze
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Rossell
Elkin Rossell

Courtney Hoyt
Dustin Luger

Peter Townley
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi

Dr. Greg & Ann Hummel
Gene & Jeannine Hummel

Betty Tyler
Jill & Edward Endicott

Jennifer Jay
Tammy Baker
Carol Collins
Jennifer Gomez
Aimee Johnson
Bruce Klimoski
Roseann Krane
Ellen Lewin
Ron Lichty
Edna Marshall
Carolyn Powell
Jill Rode
Dave Ruedger
Megan K. Shockro
Elliot Solomon
Cinda Voegtli
Randy Wenger
David Woltering
John Woodworth
Carol Wu
Don & Ann Jones
Jeanne Thomas

Sandy Carmellini
Ann Marie Khadalia

Kaiser Imaging Staff for
Covid-19
Leslie Servin

Ted Clement
Elise Clement Cutler

Keegan & Trinity Logan
Tanner & Amy Tingey

Boonsuay Clement
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi

Dr. Tom McKay
Jill & Edward Endicott

Jim Felton
Alisa & Ian Schofield

David Ogden
Angela & Anthony Bilich

16

SAVEMOUNTDIABLO.ORG

Gene S. Coburn, MD
Marje & Stephan SchuetzeCoburn
Scott Dowd
Jane Dubitzky
Val Fairman
Mary Fairman
Anna Louise Ferri
Larry Ferri
Ed Flinn
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson
Maureen Fritschi
Jack Fritschi
Elizabeth C. Garner
Ron & Rebecca Yee
Dr. Lance Gershen
Scott & Claudia Hein
Anna Ginochio
Frank & Barbara Strehlitz

IN MEMORY OF
Jonathan Baker
Anne Baker*
Dorothy Brose
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson
Alex Brumbaugh
Nancy A. Gibbons

Beatrice Gordon
Norwel Gordon
Gaynel Wilhoyte
Jean Hamilton
Rachel Shelton
Gus & Isabel Haro
Joe & Susan Ryan
William Marlow Hicks
Mary P. Hicks

Mary Bulkley
Michele Lasagna

Gene Hummel
Marjorie Weldon Hahn
Mike Hummel

Beverely Byrne
Michele Lasagna

Dr. Howard Joseph
Scott & Claudia Hein

Eugene Callahan
Marianne Callahan*

Thomas A. Kamm RADM
USNR Ret.
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Shahla Cano
Pamela Kershner
Stacy D. Clark
Arthur Richard Carter

Brian Kruse
Margaret Kruse*
Byron Lambie
Jill Lambie-Ponce

STEPHEN JOSEPH

Peter Loret
Shirlee Loret
Saraswati Malani
Narendra Malani
Mary Ann McCauley
Tom & Carolyn Westhoff
Barbara White

Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*
Ann Ryan
Joe & Susan Ryan*

SCOTT HEIN

Don Moller
Joan Cole

Vivian Sweigart
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*
Howard Thomas
Judy & John Canright
Ernie Tovani
Marge Tovani
Virginia Weightman
Alma Weightman
Earl F. Worden, Jr.
Ken Smole & Jane Conway
Robert & Anna Lim
James & Jennifer Spinello
Rick Young
Angela & Emil “Bud” Zanutto
Jeanette & Peter Schulz

We have made every effort to accurately
spell names. If your name or donation
has not been recorded correctly or
was mistakenly omitted, we offer our
apologies. Please contact us so that
we can amend our records by sending
an email to Ian Smith, Development
Associate & Database Manager, at
ismith@savemountdiablo.org.

What Will Your Legacy Be?
WE HEAR REGULARLY from our friends and community members

about the many joys Mount Diablo offers.
Whether it’s the scenic quality of the mountain’s bountiful rolling hills and forested canyons; the wildflowers, wildlife, and soaring
birds; or climbing, biking, or driving to the Summit to take in the
expansive views, your appreciation for Mount Diablo runs deep, because the mountain holds your special memories of solitary moments
communing with nature, and quality time spent with loved ones.
Now you can ensure that future generations cultivate a
personal passion for Mount Diablo’s treasures.
Your continued commitment through an estate gift will build
upon, and help sustain, all we have accomplished together.
Estate gifts are made in wills and trusts, IRA beneficiary
designations, charitable gift annuities, and more.
Visit www.savemountdiablo.org/planned-giving
or contact Karen Ferriere at (925) 947-3535
or at kferriere@savemountdiablo.org to learn more.
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U.S. Postage Paid
Concord, CA
Permit No. 8553

1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
TEL: (925) 947-3535
www.SaveMountDiablo.org

The Beacon at Sunrise

TED CLEMENT

Lighting the Beacon
every week is a
way for us to thank
heroes in these
troubling times, help
communities come
together, and lift
people’s eyes to the
light and nature.

Thinking about opening or renewing a CD?
Consider a charitable gift annuity (CGA) instead!

Friend of the Mountain

CGAS ARE SAFE INVESTMENTS that provide regular income at

higher rates than CDs, without diminishing the principal.
The older you are—or the later in life you start taking the
income—the higher the annuity rate.
At the time of your CGA gift, you’ll also receive a partial
charitable tax deduction. And, for a period of time, depending
upon your age, a portion of your income will be tax free.
Upon your passing, Save Mount Diablo receives the remaining balance of the gift.
The CGA rate is based on the size of the gift, your age, and
when you want to begin receiving payments.

Not a member yet?

Join us!
Contact us for more information.
Call or visit us online at
(925) 947-3535
SaveMountDiablo.org

JENNIFER JAY

Please visit the National Gift Annuity Foundation at
nationalgiftannuity.org to get started today.

“My dream is that the whole of Mount Diablo, including its foothills, will remain open
space . . . that the visual and natural integrity will be sustained.”
DR. MARY L. BOWERMAN

