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WHEN I THINK OF MOUNT DIABLO . . .
“So close to home but allows one to get so far away . . . its beauty and
majesty refresh the soul each day on my drive home . . . a magical place
where nature is always showing her beauty and wonder . . . a place to
reconnect to all of life . . . I can never live long enough to have seen and
learned everything there is about this wonderful place . . . when I hike
on Mount Diablo I am rejuvenated . . . I feel a part of the Mountain,
and the nature all around me . . . Diablo is my church.”
Many thanks to all of you who responded to our survey.

Plan Your Green Legacy
INCLUDING A GIFT FOR SAVE MOUNT DIABLO in your
will, in your trust, or by beneficiary designation in
your insurance policy or IRA is a great way to plan
your green legacy and help ensure the Diablo wild
lands are here for generations to come. Your continued
commitment through your planned gift will build upon,
and help sustain, all we have accomplished together.
If you’ve already included Save Mount Diablo in your
plans, please let us know so we can show our gratitude,
welcome you to the Diablo Legacy Circle, and keep you
up-to-date on Save Mount Diablo’s work.

“My dream is that the whole of Mount Diablo, including its foothills, will remain open
space . . . that the visual and natural integrity will be sustained.”
DR. MARY L. BOWERMAN

KRISTIN MCCLEERY

Contact Margie Ryan: mryan@savemountdiablo.org
or (925) 765-8181 for more information or to discuss
your plans. Or visit bit.ly/plan-your-gift.

THANKS TO YOU

We’re on the Verge of Completing Our
$15 Million Forever Wild Campaign

Inside » Thanks to Forever Wild Supporters | Preserving Land Today & Tomorrow | Aftermath of Wildfire
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Dear Supporters,
Save Mount Diablo recently completed another fiscal year, and what I see is
incredibly bright. Because of you, we’ve ended that fiscal year (April 1, 2020–
March 31, 2021), which has been entirely within this national crisis and pandemic
period, as follows.
•
•
•
•

We substantially delivered on our Strategic Plan and programmatic goals;
We maintained all of our staff positions;
We completed the fiscal year in the black and better than budget;
We grew and stewarded our reserves well so that we go into the new fiscal
year with a solid financial foundation; and
• We almost completed our $15 million Forever Wild Campaign, with only
$333,000 left to raise.
Our Forever Wild Campaign has helped us raise funds to conserve numerous
strategic properties: Curry Canyon Ranch, Smith Canyon, North Peak Ranch,
Anderson Ranch, Rideau, Big Bend, Hanson Hills, Highland Springs, and Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Association.
Forever Wild helped us raise funds to start a Stewardship Endowment Fund,
the interest of which will help sustain our organization for years to come. With
the campaign, we started our Stewardship Endowment Fund in 2017, and we
have already secured over $2.6 million in commitments for it.
Forever Wild helped us raise the funds to meaningfully increase the size of
our Legal Defense Fund for our conserved lands and grow major and legacy gifts
fundraising programs to serve us going forward.
Together, we were a bright light, like our Mount Diablo Beacon, this fiscal
year for our foundational natural world and each other, even amidst some very
dark days.
Thus, we go into the new fiscal year (April 1, 2021–March 31, 2022) with the
understanding and confidence that together we can continue to be a bright light
for the Diablo wild lands and our communities. Thank you so much for helping
Save Mount Diablo and its land conservation mission shine.
With Gratitude,

STEPHEN JOSEPH
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We’re on the Verge of
Completing Forever Wild
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•
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We maintained all of our staff positions;
We completed the fiscal year in the black and better than budget;
We grew and stewarded our reserves well so that we go into the new fiscal
year with a solid financial foundation; and
• We almost completed our $15 million Forever Wild Campaign, with only
$330,000 left to raise.
Our Forever Wild Campaign has helped us raise funds to conserve numerous
strategic properties: Curry Canyon Ranch, Smith Canyon, North Peak Ranch,
Anderson Ranch, Rideau, Big Bend, Hanson Hills, Highland Springs, and Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Association.
Forever Wild helped us raise funds to start a Stewardship Endowment Fund,
the interest of which will help sustain our organization for years to come. With
the campaign, we started our Stewardship Endowment Fund in 2017, and we
have already secured over $2.6 million in commitments for it.
Forever Wild helped us raise the funds to meaningfully increase the size of
our Legal Defense Fund for our conserved lands and grow major and legacy gifts
fundraising programs to serve us going forward.
Together, we were a bright light, like our Mount Diablo Beacon, this fiscal
year for our foundational natural world and each other, even amidst some very
dark days.
Thus, we go into the new fiscal year (April 1, 2021–March 31, 2022) with the
understanding and confidence that together we can continue to be a bright light
for the Diablo wild lands and our communities. Thank you so much for helping
Save Mount Diablo and its land conservation mission shine.
With Gratitude,
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Mount Diablo’s two main peaks
viewed from the Hanson Hills
property, which was protected
by our Forever Wild Campaign.
PHOTO: AL JOHNSON

We’re Almost to
the Finish Line for
Forever Wild

Nine properties and 2.6 square
miles will be protected!
By Seth Adams

Imagine protecting an area bigger than Emeryville

in one capital campaign. Bigger than the San Francisco
Presidio, bigger than Shell Ridge Open Space.
THAT IS WHAT YOU HAVE HELPED US DO. Save Mount Diablo’s $15

million Forever Wild Capital Campaign has a variety of goals, including
protecting several properties and creating several endowment funds. The
centerpiece is 1,080-acre Curry Canyon Ranch—our largest acquisition
ever. The campaign also represented a significant increase in our overall
fundraising capacity.
The final phase of the campaign has taken a little longer than we’d
hoped, but even with a global pandemic, we’ve nearly reached the finish
line. We never expected that the campaign would help secure nine properties including Curry Canyon Ranch: 1,681 acres! 2.6 square miles! •

Associate

Diablo Watch is published twice yearly for friends
of Save Mount Diablo, a nationally accredited
land trust and 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

Read about all nine properties inside •
PHOTO BY: NATE CAMPI
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Curry Canyon Ranch (1,080 Acres)

ONE OF SAVE MOUNT DIABLO’S top

two priorities for decades, Curry
Canyon Ranch is a Shangri-La of
sycamore-lined creeks, lush canyons
studded with boulders as large as
buildings, and exposed grassland
ridges with 360-degree views of
nothing but gorgeous open space.
The three-mile-wide property
was secured for $7.2 million with a
grant from the California Coastal
Conservancy, a loan from longtime
supporters Dave and Dana Dornsife,
and another loan from The Conservation Fund. We are currently working
to transfer much of the property to
Mount Diablo State Park.
Curry Canyon Ranch is 50 percent
larger than Angel Island. It harbors
half a dozen huge canyons and signif-

Lands Protected by Forever Wild

icant peaks, including most of Cave
Point, half of Windy Point, and much
of Knobcone Point. It contains a mile
of rocky cliffs and wind caves and was
once a destination for Mount Diablo’s
tourists hiking along the historic
Curry-Cave Trail.
The ranch includes the 1895
Olofson homesite and Native American cultural sites. It supports 12 of
Mount Diablo’s 16 plant habitats and
is home to more than 800 species of
wildlife, including 30 that are rare or
threatened. It is home to valley oaks
that are 19 feet in circumference.
The property is the missing link in
four major state park trail connections
and is Save Mount Diablo’s biggest and
most important acquisition project
since North Peak.

1 Curry Canyon; 2 Rideau Conservation Easement; 3 Smith Canyon; 4 Highland Springs; 5 Big Bend; 6 Hanson Hills;
7 Anderson Ranch; 8 North Peak Ranch; 9 Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Association Conservation Easement

2

this small but ecologically significant
property in Curry Canyon with a
conservation easement to conserve
a 635-foot segment of Curry Creek
and blue oak woodland, and to
improve future access. The property
has a house we didn’t need, so we
purchased it outright, then we resold
it while retaining a conservation
easement and improved access
easements, protecting all but one acre
around the house.
Many land trusts use conservation easements as their primary

State Park, supports 12 of Mount Diablo’s 16 plant habitats and more than 800 species of wildlife.
TOP RIGHT: Curry Canyon Ranch is home to the threatened California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii).
MIDDLE RIGHT: A horse visiting the ranch. BOTTOM RIGHT: Wildflowers at the ranch (Collinsia sp.).
SAVEMOUNTDIABLO.ORG

Rideau (5 Acres)

SAVE MOUNT DIABLO PROTECTED

ABOVE: The 1,080-acre Curry Canyon Ranch, which is surrounded on three sides by Mount Diablo

2

4

Other Public & Protected Land

PHOTOS BY: SCOTT HEIN

PHOTO BY: SCOTT HEIN; MAP BY: LAURA KINDSVATER

tool to protect land. A private owner
owns the land, but the conservation
entity owns the development rights.
Although Save Mount Diablo has
negotiated quite a few easements held
by park agencies over the years, this
project was our first perpetual conservation easement.
The resale allowed Save Mount
Diablo to help pay off remaining debt
on our historic Curry Canyon Ranch
acquisition, further up the canyon.
The property includes a trail
segment from Save Mount Diablo’s
adjacent Wright Canyon into Curry

Canyon. It is part of a total of 1,200
acres preserved by Save Mount Diablo
in lower Curry Canyon since 2001.
The top of the canyon was among
the first state park acquisitions in
the 1930s. Upper Curry Canyon was
acquired in 1965 and 1987. Eighty-five
percent of 4.3-mile Curry Canyon is
now protected.
DIABLO WATCH | SPRING/ SUMMER 2021
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tool to protect land. A private owner
owns the land, but the conservation
entity owns the development rights.
Although Save Mount Diablo has
negotiated quite a few easements held
by park agencies over the years, this
project was our first perpetual conservation easement.
The resale allowed Save Mount
Diablo to help pay off remaining debt
on our historic Curry Canyon Ranch
acquisition, further up the canyon.
The property includes a trail
segment from Save Mount Diablo’s
adjacent Wright Canyon into Curry

Canyon. It is part of a total of 1,200
acres preserved by Save Mount Diablo
in lower Curry Canyon since 2001.
The top of the canyon was among
the first state park acquisitions in
the 1930s. Upper Curry Canyon was
acquired in 1965 and 1987. Eighty-five
percent of 4.3-mile Curry Canyon is
now protected.
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Smith Canyon (28 Acres)

HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET TO BUY an

entire canyon? Smith Canyon is a
beautiful, wooded, park-like property,
and a long-term priority. It will also
provide legal and practical access
from a public road to Curry Canyon
and Save Mount Diablo’s adjacent
1,080-acre Curry Canyon Ranch.
Curry Canyon and Curry Canyon
Road have been contemplated as an
eastside entrance to Mount Diablo for
more than 110 years, but legal issues
have made public access difficult.
Smith Canyon is an alternate route into
Curry Canyon with clear legal rights.
We signed the deal on Smith Canyon for $650,000 as COVID sheltering-in-place began, and completed the
purchase in 28 days.
The Olofsons bought lower
Curry Canyon in 1895. In 1961, the
Bertagnollis bought most of the

Highland Springs (105 Acres)

LOCATED ON THE WEST face of

Highland Ridge, higher than the
Oakland hills and one of the East
Bay’s most prominent ridge lines,
Highland Springs helps preserve
an important wildlife corridor from
Mount Diablo and the Tassajara
Valley south through Altamont Pass.
Highland Springs rises from 1,270
feet to 1,985 feet, just below the ridge’s
peak, between two islands of chaparral. It is visible from as far as San
Francisco and the Peninsula. From its
1,985-foot elevation, Highland Springs
overlooks the beautiful Tassajara
Valley. Nearby Highland Peak is 2,581
feet in elevation—higher than Marin
County’s Mount Tamalpais.
Highland Springs’s abundant

Olofson Ranch and in 1968, Bertagnolli subdivided Smith Canyon off his
property.
Albert and Bouwina Reyenga
bought Smith Canyon in 1968 and proposed a four-unit subdivision there.
Several approved subdivisions never
took place, but large building pads
show how threatened the property
had been. Our purchase ends that
threat forever.
The land has blue oak woodland
and a live oak–bay riparian corridor.
It provides scenic vistas from Morgan
Territory Road and views north to
Clayton Ranch.

springs are important for wildlife. Its
chaparral patches are critical habitat
movement corridors for rare species
such as the Alameda whipsnake.
The property is near the Los Vaqueros watershed, three other Contra
Costa Water District wildlife properties, several mitigation properties, and
Morgan Territory Regional Preserve.
The ridge divides the Alameda
Creek watershed, draining to the
South Bay, from Marsh Creek and
Los Vaqueros’s Kellogg Creek headed
north to the Delta. This portion of
Highland Ridge is particularly important to wildlife because it connects
Mount Diablo with the Altamont Hills
and the Diablo Range’s extensive wild
lands to the south.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A large herd of deer startled

at Smith Canyon earlier this year; an ash-throated
flycatcher at Smith Canyon; Save Mount Diablo’s
Land Programs Director Sean Burke installing a
kestrel nesting box at Smith Canyon this February;
and blue oak woodlands at Smith Canyon.

Highland Springs overlooks the beautiful Tassajara Valley
and is home to many wildflowers, including the lupines and
shooting stars shown on this page. It’s a critical connection
for wildlife (see coyote pictured above) between Mount Diablo
south to the rest of the Diablo Range.

4
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Big Bend (51 Acres)

SAVE MOUNT DIABLO is transforming

this former golf course in the floodplain of Marsh Creek. Located at the
center point of a 70-mile circle of
preserved land stretching east from
Mount Diablo, we think it will one
day be the “Grand Central Station”
for trail corridors stretching to parks
in every direction.
Part of the small Royal Oak
Country Club, then a horse boarding
ranch, the parcel had barely a blade of
grass on it when we bought it. It was

so supercharged with horse manure,
though, that six months later the
weeds were six feet tall.
We bought the property in an online auction and completed the deal
in several weeks.
Named for a large arcing “bend”
in Marsh Creek, the property protects another 3,100 feet of the creek
as well as a pond that has retained
water through every recent drought.
Save Mount Diablo and park agencies have protected almost 15 miles of

6
33-mile Marsh Creek, the secondlongest, least-disturbed creek in
Contra Costa County.
Big Bend includes a large creek
floodplain rising to blue oak woodland. Our staff, land stewards, and
volunteers have removed many tons
of debris, large stands of invasive
giant reed (Arundo donax), and huge
areas of non-native plants.
Big Bend is home to the rare
California red-legged frog and
western pond turtle.

Hanson Hills (51 Acres)

THIS PROPERTY INCLUDES a large

knoll and a ridge, threaded by
Long Canyon. It is across Marsh
Creek Road from our Big Bend
property and features a rare desert
olive grove, native grasses, and
wildflowers, with spectacular views
up Hog Canyon toward Round
Valley and Morgan Territory, and of
Mount Diablo from higher up.
It is one private parcel from Deer
Valley Regional Park and public
lands stretching north across five
ridges to Antioch.
Hanson Hills and Big Bend are
within two and a half miles of two state
parks, five regional parks, 11 properties
protected by Save Mount Diablo, and
two other conservation properties.

The Hanson family has lived in
the area for many decades. Jane
Hanson Freitas was born along
Marsh Creek in 1927 and still lives
next to the creek on her neighboring
property.
According to Jane, “The area
is called ‘Marsh Creek,’ but my
husband and I always called it
‘God’s Country.’” The property was
subdivided by the Hanson siblings
in 1971.
We removed a small house before
transferring the property to the East
Bay Regional Park District, which
now owns the land.
The project was funded by the
East Contra Costa County Habitat
Conservancy.

Hanson Hills, now owned by the East Bay Regional
Park District, features spectacular views, a
rare desert olive grove, and native grasses and
wildflowers.

Save Mount Diablo staff and volunteers have spent hundreds of hours
removing non-native weeds; planting native bunchgrasses, trees, and shrubs;
and caring for native plants at Big Bend. We also have brought hundreds of
local youth to Big Bend to connect with nature.
6
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Anderson Ranch (95 Acres)

THE PROPERTY FEATURES a 2,100-foot

section of Marsh Creek and a large,
beautiful pond. Small volcanic domes
dot the north end of Morgan Territory
Ridge.
After 40 years of defending 95acre Anderson Ranch, its preservation
took just six months and $800,000.
The property is one of the few
places in Contra Costa County outside of the Urban Limit Line where a
major subdivision was still being considered. An approved 40-unit project,
“Mountain Meadows Unit II,” sat in
wait for years—held up by the threatened California red-legged frog and
the cost of a bridge over Marsh Creek.
The property’s lack of practical

Save Mount Diablo defended Anderson Ranch
for 40 years before purchasing it in 2017.
BELOW: A bobcat seen recently at the ranch.

access protected it for years until
Morgan Territory Road washed out
and a temporary bypass was located
on the property—it was suddenly
highly visible even as the owners
placed it on the market.
Mount Diablo looms to the west,
and you can see views up Curry
Canyon to Windy Point. To the north
are Kreiger Peak, Irish Canyon, and
the Clayton Ranch addition to Black
Diamond Mines.
Chet and Gertrude Anderson
were married in 1925. In 1938, they
paid Mary Corredo Azevedo Cardoza
$12,000 for 435 acres on Morgan
Territory Road. Our 95 acres is the
last piece of the ranch.

8

North Peak Ranch (87 Acres)

NORTH PEAK RANCH rises from

Marsh Creek Road to Mount Diablo’s
North Peak, and it borders Mount
Diablo State Park. Like the Concord
Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Association
property and our Young Canyon
parcel, it is part of the “Missing Mile”
square of private land on the face of
North Peak.
The property has two entrances
on Marsh Creek Road. The Benklys
retained one of them and 6.2 acres
around their 1924 farmhouse.
8
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Because we were stretched by the
loans for Curry Canyon Ranch, we
made a 10-year deal with Steve and
Brenda Benkly with small annual payments totaling $1.1 million. Most of
the money was granted by the Gordon
and Betty Moore Foundation.
The 3,557-foot North Peak is
Mount Diablo’s second tallest and
more rugged peak. Its unusual
ABOVE: Save Mount Diablo is partnering

serpentine mineral soils support a
variety of rare plants.
“The property is really special,”
says Steve. “We have Muir Woods in
our back yard. One area has big green
ferns, vivid green moss, and during
the winter months a waterfall just a
few hundred yards behind the house.
Every day we wake up, look out our
back window at North Peak and just
count our blessings.”

with landowners Steve and Brenda Benkly to
protect North Peak Ranch.
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9 Concord Mt. Diablo

Trail Ride Association
Conservation Easement (154 Acres)
TWO OF THESE NINE PROPERTIES,

North Peak Ranch and the Trail Ride
Association conservation easement,
aren’t yet complete but will be paid
for with Forever Wild funds. On
December 31, 2019, Save Mount Diablo
and the Concord Mt. Diablo Trail Ride
Association (CMDTRA) signed a twoyear option agreement to permanently
protect 154 acres on 3,557-foot North
Peak.
The property is both a mile wide
east to west and part of the “Missing
Mile,” a square mile of private land
on North Peak’s face. Surrounded on
three sides by Mount Diablo State
Park, it is adjacent to our Young
Canyon property and our North Peak
Ranch project.
Save Mount Diablo paid a $50,000
option to give us time to raise $1.04
million to purchase the property’s
development rights.

The CMDTRA will keep a separate,
lower-elevation 47 acres, where the
association’s buildings are located, out
of the proposed conservation easement area.
The property rises from 1,100
feet to 2,010 feet, with views from
Carquinez Strait and Suisun Bay to
Lassen Peak and the Sierra Nevada
Range.
Much of the property is steep,
rugged, and lush. Its rich biodiversity
is owed to the complicated geology of
Mount Diablo’s main peaks, including
serpentine soils.

The spring, Save Mount
Diablo successfully raised
all but $330,000 of the
$1.04 million needed to
protect 154 critical open
space acres that are owned
by the Concord Mt. Diablo
Trail Ride Association
high on Mount Diablo’s
North Peak. We have until
December 31, 2021 to raise
the last $330,000.
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Preserving
Land Today
and Preparing
for Tomorrow
By Margie Ryan
THE FOREVER WILD CAMPAIGN has

helped Save Mount Diablo respond
to the realities of land conservation
today by preparing for tomorrow.
For much of our organization’s
history, we have acquired strategic
properties and transferred them,
sometimes immediately, to a public
park system for natural and recreational resource protection.
As a private land trust, we can
often work faster than public agencies
to protect important open space lands.
But throughout the last decade, agencies have had fewer financial resources available to accept and manage new
land. As a result, we’ve been holding
on to the lands we’ve saved and stewarding their resources for extended
periods of time.
Today our organization owns
nearly 2,000 acres on and around
Mount Diablo; 1,359 of these acres
were acquired with the support
you’ve provided through the Forever
Wild Campaign, while some acreage
has already been transferred to the
East Bay Regional Park District. We
also hold conservation easements on
two additional properties (and will
soon hold another on the Concord Mt.
Diablo Trail Ride Association). These
easements limit some of the landowner’s rights so that habitat and wildlife
are protected, or in some cases, trail
or other property access is provided.
As Save Mount Diablo manages more open space lands, our land
stewardship responsibilities and need
to prepare for potential legal issues
PHOTO BY: AL JOHNSON

Our Forever Wild Campaign has raised essential dollars for our Stewardship Endowment and Legal
Defense Funds, which will be used to care for and defend the lands we own and have conservation
easements on. ABOVE: people from Antioch High School help to restore our Big Bend property.

associated with the lands in our care
has grown. By supporting the creation
of a Stewardship Endowment Fund
and strengthening our Legal Defense
Fund through the Forever Wild Campaign, you helped us address these
needs and ready for the future.

Stewardship Endowment Fund

The stewardship funds raised are
being used to establish a Stewardship
Endowment Fund to support our
immediate and long-term capacity to
care for the land we preserve.
Our initial goal for this endowment is $3 million, which, once
reached, will generate enough interest annually to cover the costs of one
full-time stewardship staff member
as well as other essential stewardship
needs.
In time and with your continued
support, we plan to grow the Stewardship Endowment Fund to the point
where it generates enough interest to
pay for our entire stewardship program, including staff time.
The Stewardship Endowment
Fund will support plantings of native
species and management of invasive
species on the lands we own. It will
support the expense of fire abatement
activities, including building firebreaks along fence lines and creating

defensible space around structures. It
will cover the costs of stream restoration, debris removal, fence building,
trail construction, and the many other
activities that keep the land healthy
and safe. It will allow us to monitor
our conservation easements and manage the hundreds of volunteers we
depend upon to help steward the land.
And as a permanently endowed fund,
it will provide us with these critical
financial resources for stewardship in
perpetuity.

Legal Defense Fund

By strengthening our Legal Defense
Fund, which has doubled in size
thanks to your support of the
Forever Wild Campaign, we are
better prepared to address any legal
challenges to our properties.
When a property comes under our
care, either through acquisition or
conservation easement, we must take
responsibility for defending it against
future threats, to make sure the land
stays wild, that it is not encroached
upon or damaged, and that the terms
of the conservation easements are
enforced. Although we hope not to
use this fund, having the resources in
place to legally defend our conserved
lands should the need arise is prudent
and pragmatic. •
DIABLO WATCH | SPRING/ SUMMER 2021
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A Big Thank You to All Our
Forever Wild Supporters
By Margie Ryan
OUR FOREVER WILD CAMPAIGN has been a path

forward to expedite and sustain the land conservation
mission started by our organization’s founders and
generations of residents of the Mount Diablo area.
Plus, we wanted to provide the financial resources
needed by Save Mount Diablo to steward and defend
the land in our care.
We set out to raise $15 million so that we can meet
three conservation objectives: (1) acquire at-risk land
or protect it through conservation easement; (2) steward preserved land to restore and maintain its conservation values; and (3) defend protected land against
legal challenges.
With your help, we’re almost there!
In addition to supporting conservation of the properties highlighted in the previous pages, you’ve helped
establish a Stewardship Endowment Fund, which
currently includes $2.6 million.
Once this endowment is funded at $3 million, we’ll
begin to use the interest generated to help pay for
the ongoing stewardship of our conserved lands in
perpetuity. You’ve also helped double the size of our
Legal Defense Fund, ensuring that we have adequate
resources to defend our conservation lands for the
long term.
And each gift—small, large, and everything in
between—helps us to achieve our goals. Thanks to our
Board, staff, and tireless volunteers, and to all Forever
Wild Campaign supporters for your generosity and for
believing in our effort to keep Mount Diablo and its
surrounding areas forever wild.
———————————

The beauty of the Forever Wild Campaign is

that the power generated to support the campaign is
helping strengthen the foundation of our organization
in ways that will keep Save Mount Diablo strong for
many years to come.
The Forever Wild Campaign has provided a springboard for the development of our organization’s major
and legacy gifts fundraising programs. Through these
12
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programs, we work closely with donors to identify and
support with significant gifts the elements of our work
that most inspire them.
For example, many of you directed gifts toward our
organization’s new Stewardship Endowment Fund
because you see the need and value in the continued
long-term stewardship of our conserved lands.
Some of you planned gifts for the future and directed your gifts to the Stewardship Endowment Fund,
leaving your lasting legacy on the Diablo lands. Others
made gifts to support the strategic acquisition of one
of the nine properties protected through Forever Wild.
And still others made more general gifts to support all
objectives of the campaign.
All of these gifts are essential to the success of the
Forever Wild Campaign and demonstrate that our
supporters are both generous and deeply committed to
furthering Save Mount Diablo’s conservation mission.
An equally important outcome of the Forever
Wild Campaign is the community of supporters who
have developed and energized around the campaign
goals. We’ve been making new friends, strengthening
new partnerships, and increasing the visibility of our
organization.
Through print and digital media, hands-on volunteer efforts, educational and recreational events, social
occasions, and old-fashioned word of mouth about
the Forever Wild Campaign, we continue to grow the
number of people who know, understand, and choose
to financially support Save Mount Diablo.
In fact, in just the past year, we’ve seen a more
than 10 percent increase in our number of supporters.
This growth of the Save Mount Diablo community is
wonderful—and essential—to the long-term viability of
our organization.
We are glad that you’re a part of our community,
hope you take pride in all that we’ve accomplished
together, and look forward to making continued progress on our conservation mission for the Diablo wild
lands. •

PHOTO BY: SCOTT HEIN

Thank You

to our Forever Wild lead donors! *
Jill D. & Keith E. Alley
Anonymous (2)
Stephen S. Ball
Burt Bassler
Janet A. Berckefeldt
Malcolm & Sylvia Boyce
Bob & Cindy Brittain
California Coastal Conservancy
Patrick & Shirley Campbell
Rich & Sue Carlston
Tim J. Cleere
The Conservation Alliance
Ronald de Golia & Diane Longshore de Golia
Tom DeJonghe
Dana & Dave Dornsife
Joseph & Lisa Downes
Elizabeth Vinton Sanderson Foundation
ENGEO, Inc.
Jim & Bette Felton
Peter & Robin Frazier
Charla Gabert & David Frane
John & Tena Gallagher
Giles W. and Elise G. Mead Foundation
Charles Gresham
David & Janice Hammond
HEDCO Foundation
Scott & Claudia Hein
Jerry & Kathy Hicks

Torsten & Tineke Jacobsen
JiJi Foundation
Gary Johnson
Sandy Johnson
The Joseph & Vera Long Foundation
Giselle A. Jurkanin & Kristin A. Cooper
Mike & Ann Koch
Carol Lane
Shirley Langlois
Gordon & Donna Monroe
Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation
Amara Morrison
Dick & Laurie Morrison
Shirley Nootbaar
Sue & Steve Ohanian
Nicola Place & Chris Beeson
Larry & Joan Porter
Resources Legacy Fund
Richland Communities
Allen Roberts
Glen Schneider & Connie Jacowitz
Stewart & Bette Schuster
Malcolm & Casey Sproul
Sandor & Faye Straus
Jeanne Thomas
Greg & Cathy Tibbles
Frank & Barbara Varenchik

“We knew Smith Canyon
was essential to providing
access to the Curry
Canyon property. Ann
and I wanted our gift to
help fill in that missing
piece of the puzzle.”
MIKE KOCH

“We decided to direct
our planned gift to the
stewardship endowment—leaving our own
legacy and helping ensure the health of the
land in the future.”
DICK MORRISON

*Lead donors made cumulative gifts of $25,000 or more to the Forever Wild Campaign.
If you'd like to help build the Stewardship Endowment Fund, support our strategic land acquisitions,
or create a lasting legacy by planning your future gift, please contact Margie Ryan at
mryan@savemountdiablo.org or 925-765-8181.
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Aftermath of Wildfire
Save Mount Diablo explores the impact of
fire in its new series, Diablo Range Revealed

???

By Joan Hamilton and Kathy Chamberlin

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Scorched hills near Isabel Creek viewed from Mount Hamilton;

Remember this past summer’s wildfires?
Who could forget them!
THE SMOKE THAT ENGULFED US last

August was part of California’s third
biggest fire ever, the SCU complex.
Sweeping across nearly 400,000
acres of the Diablo Range over 44
days, the fires consumed or damaged
248 structures and left a charred
landscape.
The flames and smoke are gone,
but their impact will echo for years.
To explore that impact and share what
we learn with the public, Save Mount
Diablo is launching the Diablo Range
Revealed project. Over the next three
years, we will produce articles and
videos about the plants, animals, and
ecology of the northern Diablo Range,
from Mount Diablo to Pacheco Pass.
Mount Diablo’s habitats, like others in California, are adapted to fire.
In fact, after the Morgan Fire in 2013,
flowers that hadn’t been seen in 40,
80, or 125 years began sprouting, and
unusual amphibians were thriving.
Now, California is in a drought,
temperatures are rising, and the world
is changing in ways we don’t fully
14
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understand because of the climate crisis. What will be the aftermath of the
SCU fires in this changing context?
Ecologist Hugh Safford surveyed
a huge ranch in the heart of the fire
footprint. “For the most part, it was
like a really big, well–carried out
prescribed fire,” he said. “Grasslands
will come back quickly after the first
rains.” He also noted that while there
are places where landowners need
to be concerned about erosion, “the
fire effects themselves are nothing to
write home about.”
“Most oaks will survive,” he said.
“Chaparral burns hot and is well
equipped to regenerate.”
Chaparral fires often leave a ghostly
landscape of blackened shrub skeletons. In places where the fire burns
hotter, even the skeletons burn up,
leaving only the plants’ root crowns
or “burls” poking up a few inches. In
the SCU fire, however, Safford found
slopes where even the root crowns
were incinerated, leaving only holes
filled with white ash.

“I’ve seen that before, but not on
this scale, where there were whole
hillsides with all the burls burned
out,” Safford says. “That’s probably
because there was so much fuel on
that site. Those areas hadn’t burned in
more than 100 years.”
What’s likely to happen in these
hot spots? “I’m sure there will be an
amazing flower show,” Safford says.
“The shrub response will probably
be a little bit slower because they’ll
have to come back through seedling
recruitment rather than through
re-sprouting.”

Want to find out more?

Learn where you can find the region’s
most spectacular post-fire wildflower
displays. Understand the effects
of climate change on the region’s
plants and animals. Find out how
Californians can live sustainably in a
fire-prone future. •

Join us in the fire zone
for Diablo Range Revealed at
bit.ly/DiabRR
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underburn at Round Valley Regional Preserve; charred trees at Morgan Territory Regional
Preserve; and plants beginning to sprout at Morgan Territory a few months after the wildfire.

Save Mount Diablo’s Team Just Got Stronger

Haley Sutton is our new Land Stewardship Associate. Growing up hiking and

running the trails on Mount Diablo, Haley developed a love of nature and passion for
conservation. Her passions brought Haley to UC Santa Cruz, where she graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in marine biology. Previously, she worked to restore
watersheds with the South Bay Area nonprofit, Grassroots Ecology, as a Watershed
Stewards Program Corpsmember. She is excited to increase an awareness of the
Diablo Range, while increasing accessibility.

Margie Ryan We’re excited to welcome Margie as our new Major Gifts & Planned

Giving Manager. Margie brings more than two decades of fundraising experience with
many Bay Area environmental organizations, including Amah Mutsun Land Trust,
LandPaths, Peninsula Open Space Trust, and more. She is a Certified Fund Raising
Executive, a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals, and a member
of the Northern California Planned Giving Council. A Bay Area native and University of
California, Berkeley alumna, Margie lives in Oakland with her husband and two sons.

Laura Kindsvater was hired last year as our Communications Manager.

With a passion for protecting land for native plants, wildlife, and people, Laura
sees the climate crisis as the most important challenge of our time. She
previously worked at Save the Redwoods League as a Conservation Planner,
at California Wilderness Coalition as an Editor and Graphic Designer, and at
TechSoup as an Editor. Laura holds a Ph.D. in geography from UC Davis, with
specializations in biogeography, plant ecology, and GIS.
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Aftermath of Wildfire
Save Mount Diablo explores the impact of
fire in its new series, Diablo Range Revealed

???

By Joan Hamilton and Kathy Chamberlin

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Scorched hills near Isabel Creek viewed from Mount Hamilton;

Remember this past summer’s wildfires?
Who could forget them!
THE SMOKE THAT ENGULFED US last

August was part of California’s third
biggest fire ever, the SCU complex.
Sweeping across nearly 400,000
acres of the Diablo Range over 44
days, the fires consumed or damaged
248 structures and left a charred
landscape.
The flames and smoke are gone,
but their impact will echo for years.
To explore that impact and share what
we learn with the public, Save Mount
Diablo is launching the Diablo Range
Revealed project. Over the next three
years, we will produce articles and
videos about the plants, animals, and
ecology of the northern Diablo Range,
from Mount Diablo to Pacheco Pass.
Mount Diablo’s habitats, like others in California, are adapted to fire.
In fact, after the Morgan Fire in 2013,
flowers that hadn’t been seen in 40,
80, or 125 years began sprouting, and
unusual amphibians were thriving.
Now, California is in a drought,
temperatures are rising, and the world
is changing in ways we don’t fully
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Papa Bill
Anonymous
Sandra Buck
Ann Holzhueter

Tributes
TRIBUTE GIFTS and
donations made in honor of
or in memory of loved ones
between July 1–December 31,
2020 are listed below. Thank
you to all of our supporters.
Your generosity preserves,
defends, and restores the
mountain for all of us to
enjoy!
Tribute names are indicated in bold. An asterisk (*)
denotes donors who make
monthly tribute gifts.

Seth Adams
Nicola Place & Chris Beeson
All the Essential Workers
Suzan & Robert Best
Marty & Jen Ambacher
Clyde & Lois Ambacher
Burt Bassler
Elissa Bassler
Mark Belotz
Les & Lynn Bloch
Sharon & Ron Brown
Scott & Claudia Hein
Jon & Debra Kalan
Brian Buhowsky
Kristin Anderson
Denise Castro
David Ogden & Sandy Biagi
Ted Clement
Edwin & Diane Bernbaum
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Dan Clinkenbeard
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Andrew Dewsnup
Catherine Hofmann

Kalpakjian Family
Nicholas Noyes

Tim Staines
Carrie Tilley

Elizabeth Dietsch
Arlene & Matthew Sirott

Ken Kirkpatrick
Clay & Janice Jackson

Eric Steindorf
Judi Steindorf

“Doug, Hot Dog, &
the Horses”
Doug Lacey &
Cindy Silvani-Lacey

Monty & Lesley Kong
Janine Senior

Haley Sutton
Stephen Sutton

Margaret Kruse
Sandra Woliver

Curtis Swanson
Noel Swanson

Kate & Ed Kunnes
Elvira Monroe

David Theis
Jacqueline & Paul Royce

Kate Kunnes
Annamarie Marsh Louie

Jeanne Thomas
Larry Barclay &
Christine Imrie-Barclay

Bob Doyle
Scott & Claudia Hein
Jill Dresser
Scott Dresser
Marcia & Greg Eiler
Carol Gegner
Bette & Jim Felton
John & Evelyn Dilsaver
Michael Jameson &
Hillary Hayden
Karen Ferriere
Lydia Burstyn
Deborah Toll White

IN HONOR OF

Eugene Callahan
Marianne Callahan*

Peter & Robin Frazier
Trudy & Bill Ausfahl
Peter Frazier
Joey & Bill Judge
Frontline Health Workers
Cyndi & Gary Toland
John Gallagher
Steve & Eileen Nelson
Ginna Girzadas
Carolyn K. Harley
Charles Goldsmith
Bonnie Goldsmith
Brad Heckman
Patrick Graney
Claudia & Scott Hein
Michael & Jane Larkin
Donna Howard
Mary Jo Potter
Beverly Johnson
Darryl Johnson
Giselle Jurkanin
Boucher Family Foundation

Ed Kunnes
Theoni Pappas

Jeanne Thomas &
Aren Wetherell
Patricia Barker

Gladys A. Laston
Janet Laston Katzer
Christina Mason, DDS
Brian B. Blatter
Amara Morrison
Nancy Scott

Ted Trambley
Marissa Trambley
Steve Weir
Jerry & Melody Weintraub
Sheilah Cahill

Nature
Anna Kaminska

Linda Weldele
Anne & Steve Jones

David Ogden
Patrick Graney

Billy “Bud” Coleman
Anonymous
Nancy Heinschel

Lena A. Kolle'
The Family of Lena Kolle'

Richard H. Coleman
Nancy & Brian Wright
Frank Colombo
Michael Colombo
Elaine Donahue
Connie Forslind
Michele Lasagna
Sharon Marocchi
Mardi Duffield
Kristine Caratan
Jane Dunphy
Thomas Dunphy
Roger Epperson
Richard Davis & Sandra Jones

Val Fairman
Mary Fairman

Bill Fortner
Patricia Draper

Steve & Barbara Petersen
Glenn Petersen

Rodney & Marian Fraser
Bruce & Ellen Fraser

Gabe & Casey Sasser
Angela & Anthony Bilich
Frank A. Servin
Leslie Servin
Malcolm Sproul
John Wyro

Mary Israel
Thomas M. Wood

Brian Kruse
Margaret Kruse*
Lucile Meinhardt &
David Zumwalt*
Jerry Lucey
Martin & Barbara Gerber
Peggy Mahler
Barbara Mahler
Gareth May
Michelle May
Debbie McKeown
Shelley McAlister

Marvin G. Smith
Anonymous

Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*

Joe Stadum
Mary Alice Stadum

Joseph “Jomo” Montoya
Wayne & Silvia Montoya

Peg Steunenberg
Brenda & David Davis

Joe O’Flanagan
Anonymous

James S. Stewart
Brett Stewart & Meagen Leary

Edward Thomas Ossman
Camille Ossman

Vivian Sweigart
Terry & Glenn Gonzalez*

Diane Pedder
Shirley Nootbaar

Ernie Tovani
Marge Tovani

Grover Peterson
Roland Brandel & Ellen Peterson

Joan Webb
Richard & Rayna Ravitz

Woodrow G. Phelps
Anonymous

Earl Worden
Scott & Claudia Hein
Dean Worden

Our Beloved Queenie
Alise & John Bamforth
Bob & Kevin Rezak
Patricia Rezak
Gary Rogers
May & Larry Ball
Lee & Marge Seidell
Lawrence & Leona Seidell
Stephen Sharkey
Anne Sharkey
Lloyd Simmons
Darlene M. Ceremello &
Jessea Greenman

Jennifer Xu
Brian Croshal
Biqing Xu
Iris Lee
We have made every effort to accurately
spell names. If your name or donation
has not been recorded correctly or
was mistakenly omitted, we offer our
apologies. Please contact us so that
we can amend our records by sending
an email to Ian Smith, Development
Associate & Database Manager, at
ismith@savemountdiablo.org.

Save the Date

Saturday, September 11, 2021
5:00–6:30 PM

Mary Lou Giller
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Gene Alger
Scott & Claudia Hein

Joe & Betty Goldstein
Janine Alden

Linda M. Andersson
Bruce Fogel

Engelien Gregory
Torsten & Tineke Jacobsen

Brendon Armstrong
Carol & Brad Hoy

Jean Hamilton
Rachel Shelton

Paul Baxter
Carol Baxter

JoAnn Hanna
Scott & Claudia Hein

Barbara Bentley
Marilyn & Daniel Smith

Jean P. Hauser
Barbara Hauser
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Geraldine Stahl Ingalls
Richard Ingalls

Henry Young Moises
Louise Moises*

Lisa De Voe Erwin
Anonymous

Kenny Owen
Cathy Anne Posey

Bud & Jane Rotermund
Janine Senior

Jim Howard
Lynn & Butch Brear
Gene Hummel
Jill Mancuso

Anna Louise Ferri
Lawrence E. Ferri*

IN MEMORY OF

Hulet C. Hornbeck &
Margaret Hornbeck Steere
Anonymous

Joan E. Cole
Ernestine Bain
Janet M. Grant
Elizabeth & Stephen Oltmann
Kristin Sulentic Vale
Mary Louise & Bruce Wilson

Rattlesnake Rick Olson
Karen McLucas

Michelle Reese
Anonymous*
Patty Fitzgibbons
Thomas Grundig
Gregory Vervais

William Marlow Hicks,
Pearl Harbor Survivor
Mary P. Hicks
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20 Years of Moonlight on the Mountain
Join us to celebrate 20 years of people gathering to celebrate
Save Mount Diablo’s conservation successes!

This event benefits our work to preserve, defend, and restore
Diablo’s wild lands. For more information, visit us online at
bit.ly/MoonlightMtn.
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Newsletter for friends and supporters of Save Mount Diablo

TEL: (925) 947-3535

www.SaveMountDiablo.org

Join Us!
Are you receiving our
e-newsletters?
If not, sign up today and stay
up-to-date on all that is
happening within our Save
Mount Diablo community!

bit.ly/smdnews
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WHEN I THINK OF MOUNT DIABLO . . .
“So close to home but allows one to get so far away . . . its beauty and
majesty refresh the soul each day on my drive home . . . a magical place
where nature is always showing her beauty and wonder . . . a place to
reconnect to all of life . . . I can never live long enough to have seen and
learned everything there is about this wonderful place . . . when I hike
on Mount Diablo I am rejuvenated . . . I feel a part of the Mountain,
and the nature all around me . . . Diablo is my church.”
Many thanks to all of you who responded to our survey.

Plan Your Green Legacy
INCLUDING A GIFT FOR SAVE MOUNT DIABLO in your
will, in your trust, or by beneficiary designation in
your insurance policy or IRA is a great way to plan
your green legacy and help ensure the Diablo wild
lands are here for generations to come. Your continued
commitment through your planned gift will build upon,
and help sustain, all we have accomplished together.
If you’ve already included Save Mount Diablo in your
plans, please let us know so we can show our gratitude,
welcome you to the Diablo Legacy Circle, and keep you
up-to-date on Save Mount Diablo’s work.

“My dream is that the whole of Mount Diablo, including its foothills, will remain open
space . . . that the visual and natural integrity will be sustained.”
DR. MARY L. BOWERMAN

KRISTIN MCCLEERY

Contact Margie Ryan: mryan@savemountdiablo.org
or (925) 765-8181 for more information or to discuss
your plans. Or visit bit.ly/plan-your-gift.

THANKS TO YOU

We’re on the Verge of Completing Our
$15 Million Forever Wild Campaign

Inside » Thanks to Forever Wild Supporters | Preserving Land Today & Tomorrow | Aftermath of Wildfire

