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Dear Friends of the Mountain,

I

magine a time where in the
course of about a year we
experience the following:
the largest and deadliest wildfires
in California’s history burn
thousands of homes and hundreds
of thousands of acres; a report
documents that the Himalayas
have lost as much as a quarter of
their ice (the Himalayas contain
the third largest deposit of ice
on the planet, which provides
critical water for much of Asia);
the Amazon rainforest, the
“lungs of our planet,” burns at
an historic rate; and the UN
2019 Global Assessment Report
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services states we are in the midst
of a mass extinction in which up
to 1 million species are on the
brink of disappearing forever.

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg, was
likely the largest demonstration and call
for doing more to protect our natural
world in the history of our planet.
In August of this year, the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
issued a new report, Climate Change and
Land. That report describes how land is
under increased pressure from humans and
climate change, but also notes that land is a
critical part of the solution to climate change.
Land conservation mitigates against
climate change in lasting ways.
•

Forests and other undeveloped lands
absorb greenhouse gases, keeping
them out of the atmosphere;

•

Conserving open space lands not only
helps ensure these lands continue
to absorb greenhouse gases, it also
prevents significant greenhouse gas
emissions that would result from
development—including deforestation,
construction, and the additional driving
required by poorly planned growth;

•

Protecting habitat corridors and
restoring conservation lands improves
the resilience of ecosystems—and thus
helps communities adapt to the changes
associated with climate change; and

•

Land conservation mitigates climate
change in other ways; for example, it
protects local agricultural lands for
long-term food security and decreases
the need, and carbon footprint,
for foods shipped from afar.
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Of course, that time, the time
of climate change, is now.

Our young are demanding we do more to
address climate change. Their courageous
demands resulted in the Global Climate
Strike from September 20th to 27th,
which Save Mount Diablo and many of
our local school partners were a part of.
This strike, inspired by the 16-year-old
Cover:
Sean D. Johnson (Drone Photographer)
Brad Newsham (Human Banners)

Climate change is, of course, a symptom of
an underlying serious problem, the lack of
meaningful and respectful

Diablo Watch is published twice yearly for friends of Save Mount Diablo,
a nationally accredited land trust and 501(3)(c) organization.

relationships between people and nature,
in this time of documented “nature deficit
disorder.” This problem has resulted in us
lacking the love and will required to fully
address major environmental threats like
climate change and live more sustainably.

us provide new programs and initiatives,
like our Conservation Collaboration
Agreement program with local schools,
which get more people in our area
meaningfully connected to nature and
teach respect of nature as a core value.

You, our generous and visionary supporters,
help us think globally and act locally on
climate change. Your support enables us
to work on conserving new lands, like
those described in this Diablo Watch,
which are important carbon sinks and
contributors to the resiliency of our natural
world here. Your support is also helping

We are so grateful for your support
and leadership at this critical time!

5K / 10K
Half-Marathon / 50K

April 11, 2020

With Gratitude,
Edward Sortwell Clement, Jr.
Executive Director
Save Mount Diablo

Development
Committee
Joseph Garaventa joined Save Mount
Diablo’s Board of Directors in 2019 and
serves on the Development Committee.
Prior to joining Hall Sports Ventures as
President, Joe was the CEO of Concordbased Garaventa Enterprises, a familyowned business serving Contra Costa
County since the 1930s that is now
one of the few remaining local, familyowned recycling and resource recovery
companies in Northern California.
Through his career and varied civic and
philanthropic ventures, Joe gained an
in-depth understanding of the social
and political landscape of Contra
Costa County and neighboring East
Bay cities. A graduate of De La Salle
High School, Joe was an accomplished
soccer player in his youth. Joe is
passionate about the outdoors and
recycling, and enjoys helping others
explore how to make a real difference
in the quality of our environment.

Giselle
Jurkanin

Land
Committee
Giselle joined Save Mount
Diablo’s Board of Directors
in 2019 and serves on the
Land Committee. Prior to
retiring from active practice,
Giselle was a partner at Little
& Saputo, a local real estate
law firm, for nearly 30 years.
Retirement gave her time to be
more active in Save Mount Diablo
as part of the watering team for
restoration projects and as a crew
member for Four Days Diablo.
She believes it takes dedicated
donors and volunteers to help
the amazing staff make Save
Mount Diablo successful and is
grateful to have the opportunity
to be both. Giselle loves to travel
and is frequently off wandering
around the world. We are
excited to welcome Giselle as
a new addition to our board.

Carol
Lane

Land
Committee
Carol Lane retired from her career in
nursing eight years ago when she began
volunteering with Save Mount Diablo
and other local organizations, including
Mount Diablo State Park. After years as a
key stewardship volunteer, Carol joined
Save Mount Diablo’s Board of Directors
in 2019. Carol, President of the East Bay
Trail Dogs, spends her free time battling
invasive plants and weeds, or building and
maintaining trails for all to enjoy. She's
a force to be reckoned with—whenever
anyone says she can’t do something,
a spark drives her to prove she can do
anything. Carol loves learning about Mount
Diablo’s rich biodiversity, stays active
outdoors, and especially appreciates any
activity where she can roll up her sleeves
and get her hands dirty. When asked how
she does it all, Carol says, “Nature keeps
me more balanced and happier than ever
before—so I do what I can to return the
favor . . . [and] preserve natural areas.”

Scott Hein

Learn more at

https://brazenracing.com/
diablotrailschallenge

Meet Our Newest Board Members!
Joseph
Garaventa

Jessamyn Photography

Caleb Castle

Diablo Trails
Challenge
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ONE LOVE
TO

S.O.S.

Caleb Castle

Before Bob Marley sang
about “One Love,”
John Muir wrote that
humanity and nature are all
expressions of one love.
This is the attitude required
to address climate change.

The Global Climate Strike from September
20th to 27th, inspired by the teenage Swedish
activist Greta Thunberg, was likely the largest
demonstration and call for doing more to protect
our natural world in the history of our planet.

S

ave Mount Diablo and schools
we have partnered with in
our Conservation Collaboration
Agreement program came together
recently to show our support for the
Global Climate Strike, our young,
their futures, and doing more to
protect nature.
TOP &
LEFT:
Led by our
youth, 40,000
demonstrated
in the streets
of downtown
San Francisco
on Friday,
September
20th, 2019
as part of
the Global
Climate
Strike.

We are part of history like
that first Earth Day in
1970 when students stood
up en masse to create
the momentum that led
to the formation of the
Environmental Protection
Agency and passage of
important environmental
laws like the Endangered
Species Act.

The student statements and “human
banner” photos in this article came
out of our recent collaboration at
Save Mount Diablo’s conserved
Curry Canyon Ranch to join
together and show our support for
the Global Climate Strike.
Regarding the “human banner”
messages, “SOS” is the urgent
call for the United States to come
together and help the world address
the existential threat of climate
change. Before Bob Marley sang
about “One Love,” John Muir, the
renowned father of the modern
environmental movement and
our national parks, wrote in 1872
that humanity and nature are all
expressions of one love.

Sean D. Johnson

Caleb Castle

LEFT: Led by our youth, 40,000 people demonstrated in San Francisco on Friday, September 20th in support of the Global Climate Strike.
RIGHT: On September 14th, Save Mount Diablo and our partner schools came together at our conserved Curry Canyon Ranch, with Mount Diablo in the background, to support the Global
Climate Strike. In this climate change crisis we face, John Muir would almost certainly counsel us that an attitude of “One Love” is required. Human banners directed by Brad Newsham.

Stephen Joseph

“A lot of people feel powerless when we hear about the destruction
of our planet—and this is a way for us to do something about it.”
~ Natalie Mangoba, participating student from Cam polindo High School

Arnav Misra, a student at Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School, reflected,
“You asked us why . . . why is it important
to come together and participate in a
global strike. It’s quite simple really—if
we wait for someone else to do it, that
person will wait for someone else to do it.
This is why we should act. It’s particularly
important that kids do this, as we are the
future generation; we will reap the effects
of what we are doing right now, well . . .
what we aren't doing right now.”

SOS is the urgent call for the United States to come together and
help the world address the existential threat of climate change.
Human banners directed by Brad Newsham.

“It’s important for us to come together
to raise awareness about climate change
because believe it or not, many people
actually don’t know what climate change
is. If we want the generation after us to
see the beauty of this Earth, we have
to act now,” said Emmanuel Morales, a
student at Pittsburg High School.
We thank Brad Newsham for donating
his time and expertise to oversee the
creation of our “human banners.”
Further, we thank Sean D. Johnson and
Christopher Rhoades, our volunteer
drone pilots, and volunteer photographer
Alvin Johnson.
Through Save Mount Diablo’s education
programs, we are helping young people
in our local schools meaningfully
connect with nature and then, from that
connected place of love, think globally
and act locally.

Al Johnson

Think
Globally . . .
ACT
LO CALLY !

Scott Hein

When asked about why it was important
to come together at Save Mount Diablo’s
Curry Canyon Ranch to form “human
banners” in support of the Global
Climate Strike, Natalie Mangoba, a
student at Campolindo High School, said,
“A lot of people feel powerless when we
hear about the destruction of our planet,
and this is a way for us to do something
about it. These messages will bring
awareness to the environmental issues

we are facing today that can completely
impact and change our future.”

Al Johnson

John Muir spent much contemplative
time in nature where he keenly observed
the interconnectedness of everything
and felt love and awe for this one great
natural world of which we are a part.
Climate change is a symptom of an
underlying serious problem, the lack of
meaningful and respectful relationships
between people and nature. In this
climate change crisis we face, John Muir
would almost certainly counsel us that an
attitude of “One Love” is required.

FOLLOW THE CAMPAIGN
facebook.com/mageepreserve

Danville's Magee
Preserve Would
Conserve 93% for
Open Space

In

Caleb Castle

the spring of 2019,
Save Mount Diablo
decided to reaffirm our support
of a conservation trade-off
associated with a project that
we had influenced for years:
Magee Preserve. There will be an
election vote in March 2020, but
the key takeaway is this:
in exchange for building 69
houses on 29 acres, we achieve
the protection of 381 acres (93
percent) of the beautiful Magee
property in Danville.

About seven years ago, after
lengthy negotiations, Save
Mount Diablo agreed to support
the conservation trade-off of a
project proposed by the Magee

Nearly 60 hikers attended a special tour of the lands that would be protected by Magee Preserve .

ranching family and Summerhill
Homes. It was virtually the same
one as we have now in 2019.
The project was approved by
the Danville Town Council in
2013, but was challenged in
court, delayed, and picked up
by Davidon Homes. Today,
Magee Preserve is a proposed
development project located
within the city limits of Danville,
south of Diablo Road and the
community of Diablo.
It would include 93 percent open
space on 410 acres, virtually
identical (in fact, slightly better)
than what was approved back
in 2013. After fixing the issue
that the court demanded be
reviewed (impacts of the project
on bicycle safety), Davidon, with
the help of Danville residents
and Save Mount Diablo, again
won project approval from the
Danville Town Council.
The project proposes fewer
houses than allowed by city
zoning (the entire 410 acres
of the property could be
subdivided under current
zoning!), and the houses would
be clustered on just 7 percent
of the total property. It would
add two miles of new public

trails to the East Bay Regional
Park District (EBRPD); protect
the hills, slopes, and ridgelines
on the property; protect and
enhance 1.5 miles of Green
Valley Creek; protect views; and
help local wildlife.
Magee Preserve also connects
Sycamore Valley Regional
Open Space and several
homeowner association open
spaces, protecting wildlife and
recreational corridors. And
it extends a new option to
Danville to expand the paved
biking and pedestrian trails
along Diablo Road, making it
safer for cyclists, runners, and
walkers and their dogs.
We think a small development
on 29 acres to protect 381
acres—more than 12
times as much land—is
a good trade-off. The
connections to open space
and enhanced recreational
opportunities sweeten the
deal.
Opponents of the project
cite traffic, bike safety,
and fire concerns, but the
San Ramon Valley Fire
Protection District has said
the project wouldn’t affect

Magee Preserve—which delivers hundreds of acres of new permanent public open space for Danville families—is working in close
collaboration with environmental resource agencies to prevent and repair erosion and enhance surrounding natural habitat so our
creek—and its special wildlife, like the red-legged frog—are healthy, happy, and prospering for generations to come.

its ability to service the area. In
addition, traffic and bike path
improvements proposed as part
of Magee Preserve would make
the current traffic situation
better, not worse.
In August 2019, opponents
submitted signatures to the
county to try to necessitate
a referendum on the project.
Approval of Magee Preserve will
be decided at the March 2020
ballot box. We’ll let you know
how things develop.
Save Mount Diablo, along
with many Danville residents,
the town council, and EBRPD,
continue to support the
conservation trade-off offered by
Magee Preserve.

Caleb Castle

MAGEE
PRESERVE

Caleb Castle

Caleb Castle

Danville's

Concord Finally Gets Its

First Regional Park!
Aerial view looking south from above Suisun Bay toward the Los Medanos Hills, the Concord Reuse Area, and Mount Diablo
(background). A significant portion of the Los Medanos Hills south of Highway 4 are inside the new regional park.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Digital Visual Library

2019, more than 14 years
after beginning our work on
the Concord Naval Weapons Station
(CNWS) Area Reuse Plan, changes to
this former military base are starting
to happen on the ground. Eventually,
more than 12,000 housing units are
envisioned, and 69 percent of the
area will become protected city parks,
greenways, and regional park land.
This past July, we celebrated the
transfer of more than 2,000 acres
of land to East Bay Regional Park
District (EBRPD). Although it is not
open to the public yet, there is now a
new regional park in Concord! None
of the large conservation gains won
on this project could have happened
without the extensive cooperation
and collaboration efforts Save Mount
Diablo has engaged in for many years.
In 2005, the Navy approved the
closure of the 5,046-acre inland area of
the CNWS, a landscape of rolling hills,
grassland, and oak woodland dotted with
bunkers and old railroad tracks. Even
before 2005, Save Mount Diablo saw the
huge opportunity that this vast area of
mostly undeveloped land represented
for wildlife habitat protection and
outdoor recreational experiences.
We also recognized that others saw

opportunities of a
different sort, and
that by working
together, everyone
had a better chance
of accomplishing their
own separate goals
and winning much
more than would be
possible if everyone
went it alone.
In 2007, we
joined with Concord
residents around
CNWS, labor
unions, interfaith
groups, affordable
At the new regional park's open house this summer, East Bay Regional Park District
staff shared this draft visualization of how the former naval weapon station's
housing advocates, and
bunkers could be repurposed. The bunkers could be used as spaces for interpretive
other environmental
exhibits and artwork. Artist rendition by East Bay Regional Park District.
organizations to form the
greenways, and open space. Most of
Community Coalition for
a Sustainable Concord (CCSC). Over the this is the new regional park owned and
managed by EBRPD, which is currently
next five years, as Concord prepared for
the Area Reuse Plan, which would be the finalizing a Park Land Use Plan for the
area (see map inset), and just this
blueprint for future use of the CNWS,
summer received the first large chunk
the CCSC worked to make its vision of a
vibrant mix of jobs and affordable homes of land for the new regional park.
The Area Reuse Plan also set
in walkable neighborhoods surrounded
affordable
housing rules, greenway
by protected open space become reality.
buffers
between
existing residences and
As a result, when the city adopted
new
development,
good jobs goals, and
the Area Reuse Plan in 2012, over 3,500
transit-oriented
mixed-use
development
acres of land were designated as parks,
guidelines to capitalize on the North
Laura Kindsvater

IN

Continue on Page 10 . . .

As the Specific Plan and
Regional Park Land Use Plan
are put into practice over the
next few years, our work will
focus on making sure that
our gains in the Area Reuse
Plan are put into place on the
ground. The first big win on
the ground is the transfer of
land to EBRPD for the new
regional park.

Background photo by Laura Kindsvater.
MapbybyLaura
EastKindsvater.
Bay Regional
District.
Photo
MapPark
by East
Bay Regional Park District.

Scott Hein

. . . Continued from Page 7

put into place on the ground.
The first big win on the ground
is the transfer of land to EBRPD
for the new regional park. This
successful transfer is the result of
years of hard work between EBRPD,
the National Park Service, the U.S.
Navy, the city of Concord, and many
other agencies. Additional land will
be transferred to EBRPD for the
new regional park in the future.
The Navy will eventually transfer
about 2,300 acres of land to the city
of Concord, but unlike the regional
park area, most of this land will be
developed for residential, commercial,
and other purposes. The Master
Developer, Lennar, is preparing the
Specific Plan, which will
detail how this land will be
sustainably developed to
maximize mass transit use.
Development will
occur in three phases,
with Lennar developing
the first 500 acres. The
Specific Plan will also
detail other nearby
projects at the BART
station and abandoned
Coast Guard property.
Together, over 12,000
At the new regional park's open house this summer, East Bay Regional
Park staff shared this draft visualization of how the former naval weapon
new residential units and
station's structures could be repurposed. The East Bay Regional Park
millions of square feet of
District plans to create a vibrant new visitor center from an existing,
currently derelict building. Artist rendition by East Bay Regional Park
commercial, office, and
District. Photograph of artist rendition captured by Laura Kindsvater.
other spaces will be built
Concord BART Station and keep as
many cars off the road as possible.
Since 2014, we have played an
active role as Concord searched
for a Master Developer to start
implementing the Area Reuse Plan
vision. Lennar was chosen as Master
Developer in 2016. Now, a draft
Specific Plan is being crafted.
We expected this plan to be
released to the public for review and
comment this summer, but it has
been delayed until January 2020. As
the Specific Plan and Regional Park
Land Use Plan are put into practice
over the next few years, our work
will focus on making sure that our
gains in the Area Reuse Plan are

Discover

DIABLO
Save Mount Diablo
Free Public Hike Series

FREE GUIDED
PUBLIC HIKES
& TOURS
For Details & to Register:
www.bit.ly/Discover-Diablo

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
SHELL MARTINEZ REFINERY

over the coming decades. About 1,000 acres
of parks, greenways, and buffers will be
included, and we will work to make sure they
connect to trails and the regional park.
Our hope is that we will be successful
in the future by doing what has worked so
well for us in the past: collaborating with
different stakeholders to accomplish goals
that benefit our entire community.

A good chunk of the land between the former Concord Naval Weapons Station and Mount Diablo has been protected as part of Black
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, Clayton Ranch, and other regional park lands. Save Mount Diablo is currently campaigning to protect
the hills adjacent to the new regional park in Concord, which would strengthen the linkage from the Summit to the Sea and offer Pittsburg
residents access to the new park in the future.

Scott Hein

The new regional park in Concord and adjacent city park lands are a critical component of the connection from the top of
Mount Diablo to Suisun Bay, dubbed by Land Conservation Director Seth Adams as "the Summit to the Sea."

Seth Adams

MMOUNTAINS
OVING

		
TO SAVE THE
MOUNTAIN

Remembering CHARLES GRESHAM
You will be missed, good friend, by the living world you cared for so deeply in your gentle way.

Seth Adams

Two weeks after his call, Charles met Land
Conservation Director Seth Adams, and
they went for a hike on the 427-acre Silva
Ranch, which Save Mount Diablo was in
the midst of purchasing. At the end of the
hike and after dozens of questions, Charles
said simply, "My brother and I will give
you $100,000 for your upcoming option
payments so you have time to raise the rest
of the money." We were successful in
acquiring the property and in
subsequently transferring
it to Mount Diablo
State Park.

It was “magic hour;” the sun was on its
way toward setting, the shadows were
lengthening on the brilliant green hills,
and the nearly full moon was already high
above. At the top of the grassy ridge a
bobcat sat, tawny head framed in the green
grass. After we passed, he returned to the
ridge behind us. Twenty minutes down the
canyon we saw a coyote, just as close, still
as a statue in a clearing. He never moved
as we walked past. Minutes later a great
horned owl hooted off in the trees, and then
a chorus of coyotes began howling from
the surrounding ridges. It was a modest
celebration, but exactly right for Charles.
An enchanting hidden pond on the Silva
property has been named “Charles Pond,”
for Charles Gresham.
Charles passed away on June 8, 2019 at the
age of 98. He bequeathed substantial gifts
to the organizations he loved, including
about $1.2 million to Save Mount Diablo’s

An enchanting hidden pond on the Silva property has been
named “Charles Pond,” for Charles Gresham, in Riggs Canyon.

From left
to right:
Save Mount
Diablo Land
Conservation
Director
Seth Adams,
Charles
Gresham,
and Save
Mount Diablo
Co-founder
Art Bonwell in
2009.

Scott Hein

Seth, for whom Charles expressed deep
admiration, recalls the memorable hike back
on the property.

Scott Hein

On

Thanksgiving eve in 1998,
Charles Gresham, a San
Francisco resident who was gay and proud,
called Save Mount Diablo for the first time.
He had read about our campaign to save the
1,030-acre Clayton Ranch property and was
impressed. Charles was 78 years old—a shy,
retiring man, and as we learned, a hiker who
could surpass most 20-year-olds.

Forever Wild Campaign. Save Mount
Diablo has raised over $12.6 million against
the $15 million goal of this historic capital
campaign that is raising funds to expedite
the organization’s land acquisition work
while also ensuring funds to properly
steward and defend long-term the lands
under Save Mount Diablo’s care. Charles saw
firsthand that preserving land is no “walk
in the park” but rather a long, rocky, and
ultimately rewarding uphill climb. He was
more than game for the challenge.
Though he did not seek recognition,
Charles wanted to inspire others to give as
he did—taking joy in knowing his life made
a difference.

Bequests can be set up in a variety of ways—with life insurance, property,
or other assets. Please consult your estate planning advisor to explore
the tax benefits and options for making this impactful gift.

Why We Support
Moving Brentwood's
Urban Limit Line

V

OTE YES ON MEASURE L
ON NOVEMBER 5

In November, Brentwood
voters are being asked to expand
the Urban Limit Line to include 815
acres of Ginochio family land—to
allow future development on 590
acres, The Vineyards at Deer Creek
(80 percent of it senior housing).
Measure L would protect nearly
three times as much land, three
square miles (1,785 acres) of the
Marsh Creek watershed for public
recreation and as wildlife habitat.
Two hundred and twenty-five acres
are on-site in the Measure L area;
1,560 acres are other incredible
Ginochio land that would be added
to public parks. The Measure L area

is north of Balfour
Road and Heritage
High School,
and east of Deer
Valley Road.
Because
of Save Mount Diablo’s work
requiring that Urban Limit Line
changes be voter approved,
Brentwood voters get to decide.

MEASURE L IS A HUGE NET
CONSERVATION GAIN
Measure L would be a once-in-ageneration opportunity to trade
low-resource-value Ginochio land
to protect three times as much
high-value Ginochio land, all in
the Marsh Creek watershed.
Marsh Creek starts on Mount
Diablo in Morgan Territory and flows
through Brentwood, to Big Break
in Oakley. Save Mount Diablo and
partners such as East Bay Regional
Park District, the East Contra Costa

Al Johnson

ON MEASURE L
on November 5th
County Habitat
Conservancy,
and California State Parks have
protected 15 miles of Marsh
Creek’s 34-mile length and about
a third of the entire watershed.
Three-quarters of the 60,000acre Marsh Creek watershed are
undeveloped. Measure L would
protect another 1,785 acres, almost
three-square miles—for public
recreation, wildlife habitat, water
quality, and flood control benefits.
As part of
Measure L, Save
Mount Diablo
helped negotiate
protection of
1,360 acres of
Ginochio land
for parks and
recreational
trails, the Diablo
Resource Lands,
further up Marsh
Scott Hein

Stephen Joseph

VOTE YES

Measure L is a once-in-a-generation opportunity
that would protect nearly three times as much land,
three square miles (1,785 acres) of the Marsh Creek
watershed for public recreation and as wildlife habitat.
This view is Roddy Ranch and Deer Valley, with Horse
Valley at left and Brentwood in the distance.

Creek and on the
slopes of Mount
Diablo. They are top priorities for
protection and amazing wildlife
habitat with incredible views.
They’re a once-in-a-generation
opportunity as part of Measure L.
These Diablo Resource Lands
are on either side of Curry Canyon.
720 acres include Rhine Canyon and
rise up onto Diablo’s main peaks
and Prospector's Gap. Another 640
acres include Sulfur Springs and
Windy Point, the
border between
Curry Canyon and
Riggs Canyon.

MEASURE L
STRENGTHENS
BRENTWOOD’S
URBAN LIMIT LINE
Save Mount
Diablo helped
create Contra

Costa’s Urban Limit Lines (ULL) in
1990, strengthened them in 2000,
and helped make changes to require
voter approval in 2004 and 2006.
As a result, the county and every
city in Contra Costa now have
voter-approved urban limit lines.
Our theory: if developers
need voter approval, they have to
convince the public their project is
a good one, and they must balance
impacts with a lot of public benefit.
Brentwood residents will hear
about those public benefits during
the Measure L campaign—such
as less traffic and school impacts
from senior housing, and significant
benefits to the fire district.
The benefits we focus on are land
and wildlife protection, recreation,
fewer environmental impacts,
scenic views, and heritage trees.
Plus the big benefit of continuing
to build a “green wall” of parks
along the Urban Limit Line to
create permanent protection.

Before 2000, the Measure L
Ginochio property east of Deer
Valley Road was inside the ULL.
Now it’s outside. Two hundred
acres of Ginochio property west of
Deer Valley are currently inside the
Antioch Urban Limit Line. Measure
L will help protect land along the line
and strengthen it. We negotiated
with Blackhawk-Nunn to block the
Ginochio 200 acres west of Deer
Valley Road from development.

WE’RE CREATING A “GREEN WALL” OF
PARKS SOUTH AND WEST OF BRENTWOOD
Public land protection near
Brentwood has skyrocketed. While
Save Mount Diablo has helped slow
growth, we and our partners—
including the city of Brentwood—
have expanded public lands.
We have protected more than
50,000 acres of open space in East
County in a 20-mile “green wall”
stretching southeast from Black

The bright green areas represent lands that would be preserved under Measure L.
Both Antioch and Brentwood have expressed interest in the Measure L area for decades.
Measure L is Ginochio land between Antioch and Brentwood, and is in both cities' planning
areas. Measure L would add 815 acres to the Brentwood Urban Limit Line (ULL), 590 acres for
the “Vineyards at Deer Creek” senior community project, 225 acres kept as open space.

We’ve expanded parks on the
most sensitive land—such as Roddy
Ranch—from Black Diamond Mines
four miles east to Deer Valley Road.
The road is a good city boundary.
It amounts to a racetrack a lot of
the time, and too many accidents

have made the Measure L Ginochio
property infeasible for cattle ranching.
Just north of this boundary, our “Let
Antioch Voters Decide” initiative
will help restrict development
west of Deer Valley Road too.
Right now, we have a once-in-ageneration opportunity to balance
Measure L with protection of other
important Ginochio properties.

THE MEASURE L AREA . . .
. . . is 815 acres of former Ginochio
cattle ranch that has been disked
for years. It’s not part of the
important irrigated agricultural
land east of Brentwood. It
has limited wildlife value.
Two hundred and twenty-five
acres of these 815 acres will be
protected as public trails, open
space, and vineyards. There are
some wetlands on-site that will
be mitigated (protected onsite or compensated with other
wetlands protected nearby).
The most important other
resources are heritage-sized
oaks in the northeast corner,
for which Save Mount Diablo
has negotiated protection.

West of Deer Valley Road,
another 200 acres of more
threatened Ginochio land (inside
the Antioch Urban Limit Line) will
be blocked from development—a
beautiful rocky area of large oaks
separating Antioch, Lone Tree
Valley, and the Sand Creek area
from Brentwood and Horse Valley.
Together the two areas make up
425 acres of Brentwood Resource
Lands, which will further strengthen
the Urban Limit Line. They’re
bordered by Deer Valley Regional
Park (the former Roddy Ranch)
west of Deer Valley Road and will
connect public trails to the park.

THE GINOCHIO FAMILY
The Ginochio family arrived in
Contra Costa in 1867 and settled
in Concord and the coal mining
town of Nortonville. Over 150 years
they created the biggest cattle
ranching operation in the county.
The Ginochios own the most
important properties west, north,
and east of Mount Diablo, much of it
in the Marsh Creek watershed. They
have never proposed development
on any of it except for their property
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Diamond Mines Regional Preserve
to Los Vaqueros—that’s an area two
and a half times bigger than Mount
Diablo State Park. The 4,000-acre
Marsh Creek State Park and the new
3,000-acre Deer Valley Regional Park
now border Brentwood on the south
and west, although they haven’t yet
opened to the public (we’re working
on that too). They help make the
Urban Limit Line permanent.

The Measure L area is shown between Brentwood and Antioch. Save Mount Diablo and our
partners have expanded public lands along the ULL, protecting over 50,000 acres of open space
in East County in a 20-mile long “green wall” stretching southeast from Black Diamond Mines
Regional Preserve to Los Vaqueros—an area 2.5 times bigger than Mount Diablo State Park.

The Measure L Area is 815 acres of former Ginochio
cattle ranch that has been disked for years. It’s not
part of the important irrigated agricultural land east
of Brentwood. It has limited wildlife value.
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GINOCHIO-BLACKHAWK-NUNN
AND SAVE MOUNT DIABLO
Blackhawk is one of the most
prestigious Master Plan
developers in the state.
Save Mount Diablo negotiated
protection of two-thirds of the
Blackhawk Ranch in the 1970s for
addition to Mount Diablo State Park.
The Nunn family started
farming in Brentwood in 1885.
In Brentwood, Blackhawk-Nunn
has specialized in active adult/
senior communities that have lower
impacts on roads and schools, such
as Summerset, Trilogy/Vineyards
at Marsh Creek, and Apple Hill. Our
relationships have been built on
trust over the past 30 to 50 years.
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All of us live locally. All of us are
focused on improving Brentwood
and Contra Costa County.

THOUSANDS OF BRENTWOOD VOTERS
SIGNED MEASURE L PETITIONS
GBN Partners, Ginochio-BlackhawkNunn, qualified Measure L by
collecting over 5,000 signatures
from Brentwood voters to place
Measure L on the ballot.
GBN Partners has reached out
to various community interests
to build support for their plan.
From the beginning, their focus
included the unique opportunity of
balancing impacts with important
conservation benefits.
The initiative process would have
allowed them to skip environmental
review until after the election, but
they went ahead with it now anyway,
partly to save time, be transparent,
and talk about public benefits.

Brentwood Voters Get to Decide
Save Mount Diablo supports Measure
L because it preserves three times
as much really important Ginochio
family land as the lower value area it
builds upon, a huge net conservation
gain. Measure L protects three
square miles of the Marsh Creek
watershed. Measure L continues our
work in permanently strengthening
the Urban Limit Line with a “green
wall” of parks. This Ginochio land is
only available as part of Measure L.

You may agree or disagree
with us, but we got here through
decades of work to protect more
than 50,000 acres of parks along
the edge of Brentwood. That
was decades of work to build
relationships with the Ginochio
family, Blackhawk, and the Nunn
family so that they would support
such a positive conservation plan.
Brentwood voters get to decide
because Save Mount Diablo
helped enact voter approval for
changes to Urban Limit Lines so
that developers would need to
convince us and you that their
project is good for the community.

PLEASE VOTE YES

ON MEASURE L THIS NOVEMBER 5TH
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between Antioch and Brentwood.
But each generation has more
family members, with fewer of them
interested in ranching. Measure
L is a way to protect a lot of the
Ginochios’ most sensitive property.

George Phillips
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Thank you for celebrating with us!
With your generous support, we raised over $515,000—critical funds that will allow us to
continue our work preserving the natural lands and wildlife still at risk.
More than 480 community members and elected officials came together in Mount Diablo State Park to
celebrate our successes of the past year and raise their paddles in support of Save Mount Diablo’s important
conservation work to preserve land on and around Mount Diablo.
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We are grateful to our Diablo co-sponsors, Blackhawk-Nunn and Concord Feed; all of our other generous
event sponsors; our live and silent auction donors; our committed volunteers; and especially our guests, who
made this year’s Moonlight on the Mountain such a wonderful and successful event.
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SPECIAL THANKS

TO O U R GENER O US SPONSOR S, AUC TION D ONOR S,
VOLU N TEER S, AND SUPPORTER S !

See you next year on September 12, 2020!
DIABLO CO-SPONSORS

NORTH PEAK
SPONSOR

MT. OLYMPIA SPONSORS

www.customalloy.com

Jeanne
Thomas
HIGHLAND PEAK & EAGLE PEAK SPONSORS

Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery
reduce • reuse • recycle • respect • recover
A Garaventa Company

TWIN PEAK SPONSORS

WINE SPONSORS

BEER SPONSORS

CHAMPAGNE SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

WA L N U T C R E E K

Tributes

Tribute gifts and donations made in honor or in memory of loved ones between January 1–June 30, 2019 are listed below.
Thank you to all of our supporters. Your generosity preserves, defends, and restores the mountain for all of us to enjoy!
Tribute names are indicated in italics on a shaded row. An asterisk (*) denotes donors who make monthly tribute gifts.

Martha & Richard
Fateman
Jim & Bette Felton
David & Betty L.
Gibson
IN HONOR OF

Seth Adams
Adrienne Galvin
Marty & Jen Ambacher
Clyde & Lois
Ambacher
Marketa Amstutz
Elisabethe Amstutz
Layli Liss
Allene Rauh
Carol Vanairsdale
Burt Bassler
Barbara & Michael
Monsler
Ron & Patty
Vandenberghe
Steve & Brenda Benkly
Jody & George
Benkly
Mihana Berke
Bennett Berke &
Lorna Wallace
Ron Brown
Steve Kaplan*
Children In Nature
Anonymous
Ted Clement
Elise Clement Cutler
Dina and David!
Sue and Jim Hogan
Tom DeJonghe
Willy and Susan
Mautner
Abigail Fateman

Bette Felton
Michael Jameson &
Hillary Hayden
Karen Ferriere
David Ogden &
Sandy Biagi
Juan Pablo Galván
John & Susan Tullis
Gumsaba Hiking
Group
Michelle Brown &
Chad Jenkins*
Gumsaba Spartan
Team
Michelle Brown &
Chad Jenkins*
Scott Hein
Mount Diablo
Interpretive
Association
Joe Hickey & Aya
Shirai
Scott & Claudia Hein
Steven C. Kam
Cailin Mullins
Dr. Greg Hummel
Gene & Jeannine
Hummel
Margaret Kruse
Sandra Woliver
Jim Lawrence
Robin M. Keefe
Madeline & Will
McGrath, Emma &
Maya McCain
Shirley & Bill
McGrath

Jane M. Manning
Sara J. Manning
Felix & Nico Morales
David & Janis
Sammons
Pamela Murray
Kevin Shelton
Bob Neumann
Montelindo Garden
Club
Alexandria OcasioCortez
David Ogden &
Sandy Biagi
Cooper Ogden
Scott & Claudia Hein
Judy Penezic
Julie Penezic

Monique & James
McNitt
Maria Rieger
Nicolas Stathakos
David & Tina
Stephen
Delia & John Taylor
John Waggoner
Mary Terry Allen
Geoff Wieczynski
Yanti Ardie
Laura Gabledon
Tuller
Susan Rubio
Tania Fernandez
Julie Kipp Machado
Stephen Yee
Ron & Rebecca Yee

Mr. George Read, IV

Anonymous
Jeanne Thomas
Joan S. Armstrong
Carol Barrett
Ron & Sharon Brown
Josephine
Canterbury
Elaine & Phred
Jackson
Douglas Jones
Hilary & Danny Kirk
Janet Larson
Mary & Bud Lembke

Francie & David
Edward Roberts
Carol K. Donald
Ferol-Jeanne
Hooper Brown
Ann Stevens
Scott Dowd
Jane Dubitzky
Helen Eike
Karoline Doberenz
“Will” Willis Esparza
Janet Laston Katzer
“Val” Norval Fairman
Mary Fairman

Norma Fink

Gladys Laston

The Richardson Family

Linda Corbitt

Larry Ferri*

Marilyn & Mark Sears

Samantha Chu

Marje & Stephan
Schuetze-Coburn

Anna Louise Ferri

George Phillips, IV

Aya Shirai & Joe
Hickey

Gene S. Coburn, M.D.

Shirley Langlois
IN MEMORY OF

Teri Appenzeller
Gregg & Jerrilyn
Ankenman
Ronald Butler

James Galletly
Anonymous
Lori Bates
Jean C. Bertens
Connie Diemer

Bette Boatmun

Mary Juarez

Donald & Cathryn
Freitas

Sal and Sheryl
Manoguerra

Daniel & Linda
Pellegrini

Barry and Bonnie
Moren

Eugene Callahan
Marianne Callahan*
Bruno Chiavini
Lisa & Mo Dadgar
Stacy D. Clark
Arthur Richard
Carter

Betty Price
Beatrice Gordon
Gaynel Wilhoyte
Dr. Robert Grant
Janet M. Grant
Frank and Irene Gray
B. R. Gray

Gus and Isabel Haro
Joe & Susan Ryan*
Kathleen Herting
Rose E. McKinnon
Kathleen & James
Romeo
Loretta Jacobs
Karoline Doberenz
Martin H. Jansen, M.D.
Bernice Comfort
Marjorie Jansen
Mary Anna Jansen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Lotocki
William Johnston &
Joan Sieczkowski
Steven Wadsworth
Peter White
Brian Kruse
Margaret Kruse*
William Longhurst
Joan Cole
Richard and Leda Mark
Valerie Mark
Molly Marshall
Avid Eastern
Division
Pamela Leibring
Donna McConnell
Amy Melendrez
Jennifer Russell
Maxine
Pamela Billings
Clifford Mays
Frances Jorgensen
Janet Montes
Terry & Glenn
Gonzalez*
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Four Days Diablo is a
'“Gently Roughing It”

See you next year!

Four
Days
Diablo
A
2 9 - M 2, 2020
Kevin Robert Nagle

Fred Renfroe

ay

“Bill” William Ryan

Melissa C. Bell

Mer Ellen Ring

Janet A. Berckefeldt

Martha Broad

Erica Rosenberg

Kathleen Long

Bruce Brownell

Nicholas Sheehan

Melissa Burkhart

Meghan Steach

Sharon & Don
Ritchey

Marisa Davis

Jeannie R.
Sternberg

Matthew Duckett
James Everett
Dan Holzner
Nicolette Lodico
Stephanie L. Lynch
Eilish E. Nagle
Eric Nagle
Thomas J. Nagle

Mark D. Valentine
Alan Weinstein
Carolyn Woolley
Cathy Paul
Doryce R. Partridge
David Roberts
Barbara Perry

For information, call
Save Mount Diablo
at (925) 947-3535 or
visit our website at
SaveMountDiablo.org.

Sonja Wilkin
Ann Ryan
Joe & Susan Ryan*
Jack Smithers, DDS
Mary Louise & Bruce
Wilson
Vivian Sweigart
Terry & Glenn
Gonzalez*

Ernie Tovani
Marge Tovani

Benefitting
Save Mount Diablo

Bob Walker
James Henry
Chapman
Margaret Walters
Doryce R. Partridge
Shirley Willis
Gladys Laston

Thanks to the
NATHAN
M. OHRBACH
FOUNDATION
Scott Hein

pril

small group camping
trip that leads you on a
30-mile adventure through
rarely seen Mount Diablo
landscapes, led by expert
naturalists, botanists, and
birders. While you tour
and examine the majestic
Diablo wild lands, staff
transports your gear and
sets up your new camp.
Each night, you’ll enjoy
wine and mouthwatering
gourmet dinners prepared
on the spot by premier
East Bay restaurants.

THANKS TO ALL WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE
2019 CHALLENGE!
Hosted by

Valley Spokesmen
Bicycling Club

We have made every effort to accurately spell names. If your name or donation has
not been recorded correctly or was mistakenly omitted, we offer our apologies.
Please contact us so that we can amend our records by sending an email to Ian Smith,
Development Associate & Database Manager, at ismith@savemountdiablo.org.
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1901 Olympic Blvd., Suite 320
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Tel: (925) 947-3535
www.SaveMountDiablo.org

Thanks for being a friend.

As a Friend of the Mountain, you help to preserve the Diablo wild lands
for future generations.
Whether you enjoy Mount Diablo when you are hiking, cycling,
horseback riding, trail running, birding, painting, photographing,
looking at it from your kitchen window, or taking in its breathtaking
beauty at the end of a long commute home . . .
This is your mountain. Become a member to protect it today.

Enjoy a variety of perks!

Not a member yet?

Join us!

• Members-only gear;
• Recognition in our annual report;
• Our biannual Diablo Watch newsletter, featuring
stories about protected lands, habitat restoration,
volunteer projects, and recreation opportunities;
• Invitations to exclusive members-only events,
hikes, and tours of Mount Diablo

Contact us for more information.
Call or visit us online at
(925) 947-3535 | SaveMountDiablo.org

“My dream is that the whole of Mount Diablo, including its foothills, will remain open
space . . . that the visual and natural integrity will be sustained.”
Preserve natural lands through
acquisition and cooperative efforts.
Defend Mount Diablo and its foothills
from threats of development through
land use planning.
Restore habitat prior to transfer
to a public agency for permanent
preservation and public use.
Enjoy Diablo’s parks through events
and recreational opportunities.

Why We Care

To preserve Mount Diablo’s
peaks, surrounding foothills, and
watersheds through land acquisition
and preservation strategies designed
to protect the mountain’s natural
beauty, biological diversity, and
historic and agricultural heritage;
enhance our area’s quality of
life; and provide recreational
opportunities consistent with the
protection of natural resources.

What We Do

Our Mission

—Dr. Mary L. Bowerman

This is our home. Preserving natural
land forever means safeguarding our
quality of life, including our air, water,
and views. Only half of Mount Diablo
has been preserved. The other half of
the area, over 60,000 acres, is privately
owned and still threatened by
development. That means risking the
loss of wildlife corridors, ecosystems,
and recreational opportunities.

Jennifer Jay

Based on your annual membership gift, you can receive

